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ADVERTISEM LE NT. 


I E author of theſe Dita 

courſes, 1 in his life-time was. 
Bee eſteemed for his private 

virtues, and greatly admired in 


his public capacity: — He had 
conſented to their publication — 


but death prevented his execut- 
ing this taſk himſelf. 


They are now given to the 
public from his own manuſcript ;. 
and the Editor ſincerely wiſhes: 
Ts a | they: 
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* ADVERTISEMENT. 


they may be as s favourably 1 read, 5 


: has 5 from FRY pul- 
pit; — and, if they may be any 


way - conducive to the adv: ance- 


ment of religion, or the eternal 
good of mankind, he conſiders 
the chief end of their publication 
© 0 fully anſwere. | 
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Con. v. 7. 


We walk by faith, not by fight. 


IN his former epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ans, St. Paul had told them, that 
the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him: and no doubt this 
maxim in my text is one of thoſe ſpiri- 
tual truths, which every natural or carnal- 
minded man will account the very height 
of folly—To walk by faith, and not by 
ſight. What!“ will theſe men be ready 
to ſay to the Apoſtle, as the Iſraelites did 
to Moſes, ** wilt thou put out the eyes 
-** of this people? Would you have us 
forego the pleaſures of ſenſe, the natural 
entertainments of this preſent life, for the 
_ diſtant hopes and remote expectations of 
another world? No, truly! Give us 
- Ba. dome 


„ =: i a. 
ſome ſuch gods as may go in and out 
before us, Give us ſome lively, chear- 
ful, ſenſible recreations ; for as to theſe, 
your future and inviſible things, we wot 
not what may become of them, Give 
us ſuch enjoy ments as the preſent world 
affords; and let thoſe live upon hopes, 
who can be content with ſo thin a diet, 
or who have nothing elſe to live upon. 
Buch is the language of every natural 
or unregenerate perſon, whenever he 
| ſpeaks out the real ſentiments, of his 
heart. And yet, as wile as theſe people 
imagine themſelves, and as fooliſh as 
they think thoſe who take the ſame 
courſe with our Apoſtle, 'tis evident that 
they themſelves contradict the notions of 
all the wiſe men that ever were; nay, 
they contradict, in ſome reſpects, the no- 
tions of all mankind, even in the ma- 
nagement of their temporal affairs; for 
in theſe, as well as in the matters of re- 
ligion, we are forced to walk by faith, at 
leaſt full as much as by ſight, and to ex- 


ert our endeavours upon the hope of 


What is to come, and even when the 
event is very uncertain.— Thus the tra- 
veller walks, in hopes of coming to his 
journey's end, which at preſent is owe 
OD his 


Diſc. I. 4 Religious Life. 5 
his ſight. And his faith has ſome reſem- 


blanc unto Abraham's; who is called 


the Father of the Faithful, becauſe he 


went forth, not knowing whither he 


went.—The huſbandman lows, in hopes 
of reaping a plentiful harveſt ; though, 


for a ſeaſon, his hopes lie all buried un- 
der ground. And this caſting his ſeed. 
into the earth, St. Paul uſes as an argu- 


ment, or at leaſt an illuſtration of that 
fundamental point of faith, the reſurree- 


tion.—The merchant ventures all his 


| ſtock upon the ſame aſſurance, and parts 
with his preſent ſubſtance, 1 in hopes of a 


good return to come. And this traffick 
_ alſo our Saviour makes an emblem. of 


the kingdom of Heaven, that pearl of 


great price, for which a wiſe man ſells 


all that he has to buy it. — Since then it 
is ſo ordinary a thing for men to walk 


by faith, and not by fight, even in the 
affairs of this world, which are the pro- 
per objects of our ſight, what unreaſon- 


able perverſeneſs is it to reject the Chriſ- 
tian faith, which is the evidence of 


things not ſeen ; and require a viſible de- 


monſtration of that which, in-its own 


nature, 1s at preſent above, and out of 
the reach of our bodily ſenſes But, in 


er to convince you-of this the more 
„ B 3 ; ns 
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perfodily; T ſhall proſecute my diſcourſe 
on this ſubject in the following method: 
1ſt, I ſhall conſider what St. Paul here 

means by walking by faith, and walkin 


by fight. 2dly, 1 ſhall ſhew the happy 


effects and conſequences of walking by 
faith, and not by ſight: and ſo concfude 
with a ſhort practical application of my 
whole diſcourſe, 
iſt then, we are to conſider what 
St. Paul here means by walking by 
faith, and walking by ſight. Faith, as 
the lame Apoſtle elegantly defines it “, 
is the ſubſtance, or rather, as 1t is 
tranſlated in the margin, the ground or 
confidence, or confident expectation, 
of things hoped for; the evidence 
or conviction of things not ſeen; i. e. 
in other words, it is the knowledge 
of thoſe things which we do not per- 


...cerve or diſcover by our ſenſes; the 


. . on : ® ,- r * - war”; p » * . — > 
; 9 ae . vn rr, ny, AW „ r r 22 2 > 
3 W ed „ Re KI T r 
ee : gu pho ICI 
e 2 
* , 


—*% —_ 
e 


n me N * 
n 9 4 7 e — 2 ho 
D * 


a ; 
. 2 


— 


wy * — . — 
We WY, he 7 4 
. N N woe 
* - VN. 7 . 7 wi % th * 2 5 
„ OE. ut > 
be OE Re Ae ee 


knowledge of God and of another world, 
and of all thoſe things relating thereto, 
which God hath been pleaſed to reveal 
and diſcover unto us. When this Kno -- 
ledge is merely ſpeculative; when it is 
wholly confined to the head or under- 
ſtanding, but has little or no influence 


* Heb, xi. „ 


upon 


Dise. 13500 > 


vpon our hearts and lives, it is what we 


commonly call a mere hiſtorical faith, 
and what St. James calls a dead faith; a 
faith that will never be of any benelit or 
advantage to us, but, on the contrary, 


will aggravate our ſin, and fo increaſe 


our condemnation. But when our faith, 


or knowledge of God and ſpiritual 
when it 


things, has its proper effect ; 
makes us live and act like thoſe Who 


look beyond this preſent ſtate, and know 


that our eternal happineſs or miſery in 


anather world depends upon our beha- 
viour here; then it is what the Scripture 
calls a ſaving or juſtifying faith; a prin- 
ciple that makes us act Jultly and pro- 


perly with reſpect to God, our neigh- 


bour, and ourlelves ; and. for which, 


when we are brought to judgment, God 
will accept of us, and reward us as juſt 


or righteous perſons, overlooking, and 
not imputing to us, the manifold defects 


or imperfections of our righteouſneſs, 


for the ſake and merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 


our Saviour. In few words, then, to 
walk by faith, is to live up to the rules 
and maxims, and with a ſerious regard 
to the promiſes and threatenings of the 
goipel. 1 t is, to have a conſtant eye to 
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God in all our actions, and a lively ſenſe 
of his preſence; a firm belief that he is 


privy to the moſt ſecret motions of our 


hearts, and that he will at laſt reward or 
puniſh us, according as we have done 


good or evil in this preſent ſtate of trial: 


in conſequence of which belief, we regu- 
late our intentions and actions by his 


holy and righteous laws, and ſincerely en- 


deavour to approve ourſelves in his 
ſight. It is to live ſuitably to that faith, 


whoſe ſharp and piercing eye looks 


above and beyond this preſent periſhing 
world, and tells us that we have no 
abiding city, no fixed or permanent 
abode here; but that we are haſten- 
ing to a country where we muſt remain 
for ever in a ſtate of unchangeable bliſs 


or woe: in conſequence of which, we 
live like pilgrims and ſtrangers here, and 
make it our chief buſineſs to provide 


ourſelves a happy ſettlement in that 


country to which we more properly be- 


long, and in which we are for ever to 


remain. This is to walk by faith,” _ 
I need not uſe many words in deſcrib- 
ing what it is to walk by ſight, as it is the 


very reverſe of this, and the courſe that 
is daily taken by the men of this world. 


Theſe 


Hic 1. a Religious Life. = ag 9 


Theſe men will perhaps acknowledge 
that there is a Supreme Being, and that 
he is the firſt cauſe or Creator of all 


things; but they never conſider him, 


either as the Witneſs of their actions now, 
or as the Judge of them hereafier On 
5 Contrary, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth 

'* God is not in all their thoughts.” 
- They have neither a ſenſe of his preſence, 


nor a truſt in his providence, nor the 
leaſt fear of his vindictive juſtice. In 
_ conſequence of this, they live as without 
God in the world; they walk by the 
ſight of their own eyes, and in the ways 


of f their own hearts, without the leaſt re- 
gard to that e denunciation, That 
for all theſe things God will bring them 


into judgment. Senſe is the low and 


narrow principle by which they judge ef 


every thing; and to believe any Bing. 
that lies beyond. its reach, they thin! 

fooliſn credulity. For inſtance, we can 
know nothing by ſenſe, no, nor by our 
natural reaſon, without the help. of reve- 
lation, what fhall be the condition of men 


aiter death. There is a black . thick 


cloud between the living and the dead, 


through which we cannot ſee with our 
bodily eyes, and a gulph which we can- 
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not paſs. We have no intercourſe, no 
_ correſpondence there; and no mere man 
ever came from thence to give us infor- 
mation: none but Chriſt, Who is both 
God and man, it is he only who has 
diſcovered to us the ſecrets of the other 
world. But theſe philoſophers, as our 
modern infidels vainly affect to call 
themſelves, will truſt to nothing but 


their own ſenſes, and their own experi- 
ence ; and fo reject the rational ſolid evi- 


dence which we have for the truth of the 
goſpel; and will not believe a future 
ſtate, becauſe they have not yet ſeen it 
with their own eyes: juſt as the African 
or Indian prince, who lived under the 
Torrid Zone, ridiculed all that the Eu- 
ropean traveller told him, concerning 


froſt and ice, as fiction, becauſe there 


was nothing of that kind ever ſeen or 


heard of in his country. Such, preciſely, 


are the reaſonings and arguments of 
ſome of the moſt celebrated infidel wri- 
ters of the preſent age. And when ſuch 


is their belief, or rather I ſhould ſay 


their unbelief, we need not wonder at 


their practice. When men imagine that 


there is nothing to be either hoped or 
feared after death, what wonder if their 


hearts 
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hearts are wholly ſet upon preſent enjoy- 11 
ments? what wonder although they |} 


ſtick at nothing, if they can but accom- {$90 
pliſh their preſent views? The truth is, 1 

the heart miſleads the head full as oft as 1 
the head miſleads the heart. Whatever | 


they may pretend, their averſion to the 
_ Cariſtian faith is not becauſe any point 1 
of it is contrary to their ſenſe and rea- "| 
ſon ; for there are few of them of ſo lit- 
tle ſenſe as to reject it upon that ſcore: 
but the true reaſon why they reject reve- 1 
lation is, becauſe it contradicts their 1 
ſenſual inclinations; teaches them to 1 
deny, not their natural faculties, but 
their ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 


| commands them to live ſoberly, right 
5 ouſly, and godly in this preſent world. | 
Now, this is a ſort of life which they do 
not defire to be acquainted with: they =. 


have no heart for ſpiritual duties, no re= 
liſh for ſpiritual rewards, and therefore 
they cannot comply with. a revelation | 
that is fo contrary to fleſh and blood. 

Had the goſpel complied with their ſen- 
ſual humour, they would have been as 
credulous as C hriſtians are. This, joined 


do their ignorance, was the very thing |} 
that made ſo great a part of mankind: | 
B 6 run 
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run ſo eagerly into the Mahometan reli- 
gion, in ſpite of its groſs abſurdities; 


even becaule it indulged their ſenſuality 
in this world, and promiſed them greater 


indulgences in the next: and for the 


ſake of this, there is no error ſo abſurd 
that they will not believe, no enterprize 

fo hazardous that they will not under- 
take. As long as their religion main- 


tains their pleaſure, they will maintain 


the honour of their religion; and do not 
think it any violence to their reaſon to 
walk by faith, and not by ſight. The 
caſe is much the ſame with our modern 
Deiſts and unbelievers; they embrace 
the errors and abſurdities of infidelity, 
Which are groſs and glaring, and reject 


the evidence for Chriſtianity, which is 


clear and rational; and all this, becauſe 


their hearts are wholly taken up with 
the enjoyments of this world, the luſt of 


the eyes, the Juſt of the fleſh, or the 
pride of life; i. e. in other words, ava- 


rice, ſenſuality, and pride or ambition. 


The gratifying one or other of thoſe 
paſſions, is the chief good of theſe men; 


and fo, for the ſake of thoſe, they break 
through all the rules of religion, and re- 
I nounce 
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nounce all hope or belief of a life to 
And having thus ſhewn you what it is 
to walk by faith, and not by ſight; and 
likewiſe what it is to walk by fight, and 
not by faith ; I ſhall now proceed to the 
ſecond branch of my propoſed method 
of diſcourſe, viz. to point out to you 
ſome of the happy effects and conſe- 
quences of the former of theſe courſes. 
—And iſt, The walking by faith, and 
not by ſight, is the only way to make our 
life tolerably eaſy and comfortable, 
Contentment and peace of mind are ſo 
eſſentially neceſſary to our preſent hap- 
pineſs, that without theſe, all wordly 
_ acquiſitions, of whatever kind, turn out 
not only to be mere vanity, but likewiſe 
vexation of ſpirit. But how little of this 
inward peace and contentment is to be 
found among thoſe who walk not by 
faith, or are not under the influence of 
religion} To outward appearance, in- 
deed, they may ſeem happy; and they 
who look no farther, will be ready to 
ſay, Where is happinets to be found, if 
it is not among the gay and the great; 
among thoſe who figure in public places; 
wha baſk in the ſunſhine of proſperity, 
a 9 
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are e in purple and fine linen, 
and fare ſumptuouſſy every day, and 
have riches, pleaſures and honours at 


command? "Docs not the ſum and ſub- 


ſtance, the heighth and perfection of 
human happineſs conſiſt in theſe things? 
Thus do they think who look no 
Farther than the ſurface ; but are ſtran- 
gers to the real ſtate of great, irre- 


ious men. Thoſe who are more 


thoroughly acquainted with tkem plain- 
1 ſee, that there is often more real mi- 
r 


y in the moſt ſplendid palaces, than 


in the meaneſt cottage. Deſtitute of 


religion, the great and rich are mere 


ſlaves to their own ſenſual appetites, 
which ſeldom give them any reſt or 


peace, but tyrannize over them with the 
moſt deſpotic ſway. Satiated, cloyed, 
and wearied with their enjoyments, they 


| ſometimes may be; but never are ſatis- 
Bed. Hence we ſos them continually ' 
| reſtleſs, and roaming about in purſuit of 


new objects, and always in want of ſome- 


thing elſe, or ſomething more than what 
they have. Some of them perpetually 
engaged in artificial amuſements, and 


trifling, inſignificant diſſipation; ſome 


graſping at che 21 Phantoms of low 


ambition, 
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ambition, or - proſecuting the ſordid de- 
figns of avarice and ſelf-intereſt; and 
others rioting in brutal debauchery, and 
fuch abandoned profligacy of manners as. 
renders them at once the ſcorn and nui- 
ſance of all rational ſociety, and the im- 


mediate inſtruments of their own ruin, 


Such is the life of wicked, irreligious 


men, even in their beſt and moſt prof- 
perous ſtate; a life embittered with cor- 


roding cares and raging paſſions, which. 


are continually tearing and tormentin 


their minds; to fay nothing of the out- 
ward croſſes and troubles they daily meet 

with, from the oppoſition of thoſe who. 
are as worldly-minded or as wicked as. 


themſelves. And if ſuch is their ſtate 


in their greateſt proſperity ; if it is ſo 


remote from true happineſs and content; 


how compleatly wretched muſt they be, 
when they fall into adverlity ! When. 
all, I ſay not their goods, but their very 


gods in whom they truſted, are taken 
from them; and they have nothing left, 
but the cutting remembrance of what 


they once were, and the burning de- 
fire, without the leatt hope, of bein 


ſuch again | What wonder if they then 


Lak, as they . do, into all the 


3, horxors 
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horfors of grief and deipair! What 
Wonder if they become as mean-ſpirit- 
ed and abject in ad verſity, as they were 
haughty and inſolent in proſperity! © 
How widely different from this, is 

the ſtate of the man who walks by 
faith, and has an eye to God in all his 
actions! His paſſions are corrected, his 
affections and deſires are elevated far 
above any thing that he ſees here; and 
enjoying, as he does, communion with 
his God, and the hopes of a happy eter- 
nity, he looks with due indifference on 
all the objects of ſenſe; and heartily de- 
ſpiſes all the allurements of this paſſing, 
periſhing world. In the principles and 
practice, in the joys and comforts of re- 
ligion, he finds a ſolid and true happi- 
neſs; happineſs ſuperior to chance or time, 
and independent of all earthly power 
or connections. God, the perfect, all- 
_ ſufficient good, the ne of all true 
bliſs, is always preſent to his mind, as. 
his father and his friend; and heaven is 
ever open to his eye, as his inheritance 
and final portion, in and through Chriſt 
Jeſus. And hence it is that he is ſo 
happy; hence it is that he is ſo con- 
a vented and caſy, 1 in every Rate and con- 
| dition. 
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dition, His truſt in God 1s ſo entire; 
and his acquieſcence in the divine will ſo 
fincere, that he neither grieves immode- 

rately for what is paſt, murmurs at the 

preſent, or is too anxious or fearful about 
what is to come. He knows that the 
providence of God is ſufficient for every 
time and place, and for every exigency 
and occaſion, He knows that God's 
dutiful children and ſervants have the 

promiſe of his ſpecial care, even as to their 
moſt minute concerns; that the very 
hairs of their head are all numbered; and 
that all things, however ſeemingly croſs 
and ſevere, are really and effectually 
working together for their eternal in- 
tereſt and good. Therefore, deſpiling 
all thoſe brittle reeds, which worldly men 
are ſo apt to truſt to; and all thoſe anxi- 
ous unprofitable cares and deſigns with 
which they are ſo continually tormented, 
he caſteth all his care upon that God, who, 
he is perfectly well aſſured, will always 
care for him, Such is the happineſs of 
the man who walks by faith, during the 

cCourſe of his life. B 
2 dly. There is another ſeaſon in which 
faith diſplays its comforting power and 

influence, in a yet more lively manner; 

oy i. e. 


18 The Comforts of 


i. e. in the hour of death. The fears 
and apprehenſions of death are at all 

times a dreadful terror to the worldly- 
minded man ; but moſt of all, when he 
finds the time of it drawing nigh. Ne 
knows, that When he dies, he muſt leave 
all his pomp and all his pride behind 
him: and the greater his fortune is, the 
more unwilling is he to leave it. He 
finds all his worldly advantages to be 
-but miſerable comforters indeed, in that 
critical, that aweful moment. He finds 
all his appetites for them dead and gone 
already; his body juſt ſinking into duſt 


and rottenneſs; and his foul, which is 


now his all, unadorned with virtue, un- 
endowed with grace, and wholly unpre- 
pared for chat world, to which it is de- 
parting. But that which diſtreſſes him 

moſt of all, is the remorſe and laſhes of 
his own conſcience. Formerly he could 
make a ſhift to drown its voice, by the 
noiſe and buſtle of his ſenſual enjoyments, 
But now, it ſpeaks loud, and will be 
heard; and all the obſtacles are removed, 
which before hindered: it from doing 1ts 
office. Alas! what does it ſpeak ? Not 
Joy or comfort, but anguiſh and fear in- 
expreſſible! It preſents to his mind, not 
the fayour or the mercy, but the juſtice 
of 


| Diſe. I. @ Religious Life. 
of an offended God, and the remem- 


brance of a life ſpent in fin and folly! 


It preſents to his view, not the merits or 
the mediation of a Saviour ; but the 


wrath of the Lamb, from which he 


would now wiſh to be delivered, at the 


expence of ten thouſand worlds ! This is 
a ſituation too dreadful to be deſcribed. 
And I pray God, none of us may ever 


know any thing of it, from our own fad 
experience. But now, let us turn our 


eyes to the different ſtate of the truly 


good and religious man, at that aweful, 


that important period. His faith pre- 


ſents to his view, the gracious promiſes 


of the goſpel, and all the joys and glories 
He muſt be conſcious to 


of eternity. 
himſelf of many ſins and imperfections; 
he well knows the worthleſſneſs even of 
his very beſt ſervices. But his con- 
ſcience at the fame time bears witneſs 
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to his ſincere ſorrow and repentance for 


all his tranſgreſſions, and to his hearty 


endeavours to lead a life of true Chriſtian 


piety and holineſs : 
ſents him with the comforting view of 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, intercedin 


and his faith pre- 


with God the Father in his behalf, and 


N all his defects by the bright | 


garment 
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garment of his own perfect obedience, 


and unſpotted righteouſneſs. Theſe, and 
ſuch thoughts as s theſe, are the ſupport 


of every ſincere Chriſtian, at the hour of 


death, and enable him to ſay trium- 
Rope with St. Paul, „% death! 


where is thy fling *® O grave ! where 
is thy victory? It remains then only 


* we all be perſuaded ſo to walk by 
faith, and ſo to deſpiſe all thoſe allure- 
ments to ſin, which preſent themſelves 
to our ſenſes, that, having ſent our hearts 
before us, to that bleſſed place, which 
our Saviour Chriſt has gone to-prepare 


for all his faithful followers, we ma 


be at laſt received into it, through the 
merits and mediation of the Tame Jeſus 


our Saviour. 
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Now Names, captain of the hoſt of the 


| king of Syria, was a great man with 
bis maſter, and honourable, becauſe by 


bim the Lord had given deliverance 
unto Syria; he was alſo a mighty man 


of Valour but he was a per. 


HE ſhort hiſtory of Naaman the 


ſpeculations, which may ſerve for our in- 


ſtruction in all the ſeveral circumſtances _ 


of our fortune, all the diſpenſations of 


human life, I intend therefore, with the 


divine aſſiſtance, to offer ſome remarks 


upon this piece of facred hiſtory, with- 
out confining my ſelf wholly to the ſingle 


verſe I have read for my texr; but tak- 
ing in ſuch other circumſtances as are 


molt 


Syrian affords us room for great 
plenty of curious remarks and profitable 
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_ moſt worthy of notice, and beſt calcu- 
lated for improvement. 
f 1ſt, then, let us conſider Naaman, a as 
1 he is repreſented to us here in mv text 
1 where we obſerve him deſcribed in Den 
ga ſituation, as may at once render him 
the object both of envy and of pity. 
Rm In his perſon he was a mighty man of 
5 valour, which is one of the higheſt gifts 
of nature; and God, who is the true 
and only fountain of honour, had made 
him his inſtrument in giving deliverance 
to Syria his country ; by which means 
he came to make a great and ſhining fi- 
bi gure; was advanced to be captain of his 
1 maſter's hoſt, the very next place, in 
3 thoſe days, to 'the ſovereign himſelf; and 
| | behaved himſelf ſo in that high ſtation, 
7 as to become great in the eye of his 
pfince, and honourable in the eye of the 
| people: which two things do not always 
go together; for a man may be great, 
without being truly honourable; as on 
the other hand, a man may be truly 
| honourable, who is. not what is com- 
| monly called great. For true honour is 
not confined to any particular degree, 
5 ſtation, or condition of life, but lies open 
. to, and may be attained by a a man of 
| | any 
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any rank whatever, It is true, the com- 
mon notions of honour are very diffe- 


rent from what the Spirit of God in = 
ſcripture means, and expreſſes by this Ii" 
term. According to theſe common 1 
notions, riches or greatneſs, and honour, =y 
mult always go together, Whence it is, B41 


that ſo many ſcruple not to uſe the | 
: ere and moſt indirect means to be- | 
come wealthy and great, becauſe they 
vainly fancy this is the only way to be- 
come honourable. But true honour is 
a quality of the mind, which riches can- 
not give, nor poverty take away. It is 
ſuch a fixed and ſteady principle in a 
man's own breaſt, as does not depend 
upon any outward, or accidental ad- 
vantages, but is grounded on the love 
and fear of God, and a regard to truth _ 
and virtue; and is indeed what entitles a 
man to be called Good rather than Great. 
Such a man as this 1s at the ſame time 
truly great, both in the eyes of God, 
and of all good men. His ſpirit is a- 
bove the temptations of power or wealth, 
when they are not conliſtent with his 
religion. He deſpiſes any fortune at 
the expence of his integrity; thinks no- 
thing can be for his advancement, that 
. 83 is 
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26 On Humility, 
is not alſo for his commendation z and 
diſclaims all poſſeſſions that cannot be 
held, without wounding his conſcience, 
and bringing diſgrace upon the owner. 
This is the man of a truly great and ge- 
nerous ſpirit; who ſcorns to owe his 
greatneſs to any baſe, indirect means, or 
to employ it to any unlawful or unwor- 
thy end. Whereas, the low, impotent, 
narrow ſoul is impatient to be great, 
without any regard to being honeſt; 
never conſidering, that the higher he 
riſes in this way, is the expoſing himſelf 
the more; and making him eminent 
only to his own ſhame. And truly, 
when a man thus haſtes to be rich, his 
eſtate is very often as haſty as himſelf. 
His wealth and greatneſs frequently 
make to themſelves wings and fly away; 
and leave nothing but an afflicting ſting 
behind them. Whereas the man who 
looks upon his wealth with an indiffe- 
rence of mind, and is not dazzled with 
its luſtre, but accounts it ſo far good, 
as it is well gotten, and well employed; 
this man turns his riches into an ever- 
laſting inheritance, and makes that in- 
heritance to be a bleſſing. And when 
this is the caſe, proſperity is not only a 
_ lawful. 


Diſc. II. and Truſt in God. 25 


lawful but a commendable ſtate; even 


ſuch a ſtate as is commended in my text, 
for honourable, by the Holy Ghoſt. It 

1s the bleſſing of God upon our honeſt 
endeavours, and the natural reward of 
lawful induſtry; it is what a good man 


may deſire with moderation, and reflect 


upon with comfort, To ſee all things 
proſper which he takes in hand; and 


the hand of God ſeconding all his la- 


bour; ſurely this muſt inſpire him with 
5 gratitude and devotion towards the Giver 
of his good gifts, and make him rejoice . 
more in his divine favour than that his 
corn and wine and oil increaſe. It gives 


him a generous, commanding ſpirit; a ſu- 


riority over thoſe very bleſſings which 
| wy enjoys; and teaches him the true, 


original uſe of the creatures, as God de- 


ſigned them; even that they ſhould be 
ſervants unto us, and not we ſlaves unto 
them. This is that greatneſs of ſpirit, 
that largeneſs of ſoul, which God ex- 
pects from them to whom he has given 
large poſſeſſions, It is this only which 
ſtamps the character of honour upon a 


rich man; and makes his power to be a 
true image of his Maker. It is certain, 


indeed, that poverty has its peculiar, 
e C 2 virtues; 
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135 virtues; and the man, however poor, 
1 is truly honourable, whoſe ſpirit | is above 
. the frowns of fortune. But, *tis a yet 
harder taſk, and therefore a greater ho- 
Nour, to be above the ſmiles of fortune, 
and to maintain one's religion and virtue, 
1 in ſpite of all the allurements of eaſe and 
* pleaſure. 5 
3 Adverſity has a natural tendency to 
1 awaken a man's reſolution, and put him 
upon his defence: and he who reſiſts 
may eaſily overcome. But proſperity 
comes upon men with ſubtilty and arti- 
fice; it undermines their virtue by its 
flatteries ; betrays them 1nto confidence, 
and felf-conceit; and ſoothes them gently 
into their ruin. In ſhort, it works itſelf 
ſo into their affections, and beguiles and 1 
blinds their reaſon by its inſinuating, 
deceitful careſſes, that nothing but an ö 
excellent ſpirit can find out the cheat; 
and he would need to be a mighty man 
in valour (I mean in a ſpiritual lenſe) 
that can reſiſt the charm. | 5 
The uſe then we are to make of 
all theſe reflections is this: —Tf we are 
under the cloud of adverſity, let us re- 
member that true greatneſs of mind can 
raiſe us above it, and preſerve our real 
honour, 
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honour, | in the midſt of our greateſt diſ 
treſs. Or, if we are in the Tunſhine or--: 
proſperity, let us reflect, that true ho- 
nour conſiſts not in outward greatneſs 
or wealth; but that the only way to be 
truly great is to be truly good. And 
this leads me to another obſervation upon 
Naaman's character as it is given us in 
the text; —his employing the might and 
valour which God had given him in the 
defence of his country, and promoting 
the public good. 
Every man ought to ſtudy the public 
good, according to the abilities, more or 
els, which God hath entruſted him with. 
And no man, to whom God has given 
the uſe of his reaſon, is ſo inconſiderable 
in a commonwealth or ſociety, but he 
may contribute ſomething to its advan- 
tage and preſervation, He may, for 
example, be an inſtrument, either of re- 
conciling its differences, or of foreſeeing, 
and forewarning it of its dangers — he 
may promote or adviſe its peace and 
proſperity; —or, if he can do nothing elſe, 
he can at leaſt pray for it. And if he is 
a truly pious, good man, his fervent 
prayer to God may be more effectual for 
its preſervation and advantage, than the 
| £9: counſels 
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counſels of the wiſeſt irreligious Achi- 


tophel. So that, as Solomon expreſſes 


it, © even à poor man may ſave a city, as 


© well as a mighty man in valour,”—Some 


may think, that acting with a view to 
the public good may indeed be their 


worldly intereſt, and a thing that con- 
cerns them in point of human policy, 


but that it is no part of religion, nor to 


be preſfed upon them in that light. But 
who can imagine, that the Holy Ghoſt 


ſhould give ſo honourable a character of 


Naaman, only for proſecuting his own 
intereſt; or that his worldly policy would 
have made him ſuch a noted favourite of 
Heaven, as that God would have made 
him his ſpecial inſtrument 1n delivering 
his country; or intereſted his providence 
fo much as he did, in bringing about his 


converſion - We need not doubt but 


God himſelf is more ſolicitous for the 
public good, than for any man's pri- 
vate advantage: and therefore it is our 
duty to be ſo too. —I[t is our duty to 
have a principal regard to the welfare of 
dur country, a generous compaſſion for 
the ſufferings of our brethren, and a 
common concern for the good of all 
mankind ; and not think that we were 


Dorn 
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born only to pleaſe ourſelves, or that 
any portion of the good things of this 
life, was beſtowed upon us, to be wholly 


ſpent upon ourownentertainment,— Tis 
a ſmall thing to preſerve our own lives, 


and a little labour would ſuffice to ſatis- 
fy the neceſſities of nature: and we do 
not therefore admire and honour the rich, 
merely for his gay cloathing, or becauſe 
he himſelf fares ſumptuouſly every day; 
but it is then, and then only, that he gets, 
or deſerves ſincere reſpect and true ho- 


nour, when he feeds the hungry, and 


clothes the naked hen he ſupports the 


Veak, protects the innocent, and encou- 
rages the induſtrious; —when helifts them 


up with his hand, defends them with a 
ſtretched- out arm, and ſupplies the place 

of God himſelf, in undertaking the pro- 
tection of his creatures. — This is trul 
honourable, and indeed all that is ho- 
nourable in man, be his wealth ever fo 
great, or his ſtation ever lo eminent in 
the worde. 


It is indeed a commendable digg 


for a man to make proviſion for his 


own houſe, and have a due regard for 
23 But he who thinks to ſecure 


is own private intereſt at the expence of 


the public, begins at the wrong end of 
. his 
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| his work, and builds his houſe without 
laying the foundation: and for the moſt 


art his building fares accordingly. We 
ave even ſeen ſome inſtances of this: 


and we have heard or read of many more, 
where men, regardleſs of the public good, 
have even taken the opportunity of the 
general diſtreſs and danger of their coun- 
try, to purſue only their own private ends, 
and amaſs wealth for themſelves and 
their poſterity.— When behold ! ſome 
notable judgment has ſuddenly over- 
taken them, either in their perſons, their 
families, or their eſtates; and God has 
blaſted all their deſigns, and returned 


their wickedneſs upon their own head. 
We have ſeveralexamples of this recorded 
in ſcripture, as ſo many beacons or warn- 

ings to us, to beware of indulging ſuch 
a narrow, contracted, ſelfiſh ſpirit, in any 
degree. See, for inſtance, what became 


of the churliſh Nabal, when he re- 
fuſed to entertain the ſervants of Da. 


vid, who had been 8 the bat- 
iſtory and 

fate of Gehazi, as recorded in this very 
chapter, is another ſtriking inſtance. 
Though his country, it would ſeem, was 
» 1. Sam. XX. 
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in danger, he thought of nothing but 
| Naaman's preſents, and how to lay the 
foundation of a fair eſtate for himſelf 


and his poſterity, 2 this a time,” ſaid 


the propher to him, © zo receive Money, 


aud garments, and olive yards, and vine- 


Hardb, and ſheep, and oxen, and men ſer- 
© vans, and maid- ſervants.—The leproſy 
therefore of Naaman fhall cleave unto 
_® thee, and to thy ſeed for ever.” A pro- 
per reward, truly, for a coveting, itching, 


ſcraping man.— And, God knows, there 


are but too many. in the world ſtill, 
whoſe ſelfiſh. deſigns and practices too 


well deſerve Gehazi's cenſure, though. 


they have the fortune to eſcape his diſ- 
eaſe 3 who not only make their advan- 
tage of public calamities when they. 
come, ſuch as war, ſcarcity, and dearth, 
and the like; but even try to bring on, 


aggravate, and increaſe ſuch calamities, 


that they may make wealth for themſelves 


in the ruins of their neighbour or coun- 
try. — Surely no character is black 


enough to deſcribe the guilt of ſuch 


perſons; nor any diſeaſe too foul for 
their puniſnment.—In all ages and places. 


of the world,. we read of public monu- 


ments and ſtatues erected for the honour, 


3 C 5. and. 
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34 os Humility, 
and public proviſion often made for the 
maintenance of thoſe who have diſtin- 


guiſned themſelves. in promoting the 


public good: but as for them whoſe 
ambition reached no higher than the 


raiſing of their fortunes, and leaving be- 


kind them a great eſtate, we find only 
ſome ſhght remembrance left of a very 
few of them, and that ſeldom without 
reproach.—And ſuch is the caſe, in the 
_ oppoſite characters here ſet before us. 


What can be more deſpicabſe than the 


memory of Gehazi, that little, avari- 
cious Jew, who thought of nothing but 


to make a trade of his religion? - And 


on the other hand, what can be ſaid 


more honourable of a man, than what is 


here recorded of Naaman the Syrian,—- 
that by him God had given deliverance 
to his country? It is a glorious thing, 
in any caſe, to be the inſtrument of 


God; that we ſhould work by his ap- 


E and he ſhould work by our 


ands; — but 'tis ſtill more glorious to- 
be his inſtrument for good, and that 
he ſhould derive bleſſings to others of his 
_ creatures, through our hands, and by the 
means of our endeavours, From all: 
which we. may learn many uſeful leſſons, 


n I. e eu „„ 


but more eſpecially theſe two, with 


which I ſhall conclude my preſent diſ- 

courſe. 1ſt, That whatever ſociety we 
may happen any of us to be a member 
of, we ſhould always prefer the common 


good to our own particular humour or 
iIntereſt. For, whatever men of narrow, 


ſelfiſh, or even proud and ambitious 


ſpirits may imagine, this is the ſureſt way 


to honour and reſpect, as well as the ſafeſt 


way for one's own private intereſt, For, 


though a proud, over-bearing man, may 
think to over-top his neighbours, and 


may ſeem to do ſo in fome reſpects, by 


his wealth and power, and by oppreſ- 
ſing or undermining others; and though 
ſuch perſons will never want flatterers, 


to ſoothe them in their pride, and make 


them believe that all the world reſpects, 


Ronours, and loves them, as much as they 


do themſelves ; — yet certain it is, that 


the man who is moſt eminently and truly 


uſeful, the man who is ſo generous and 
diſintereſted as on all occaſions to prefer 
the common good to his own particular 
and private advantage; — he it is who 


2 


will poſſeſs the higheſt degree of the real 

eſteem, love, and honour of his neigh- 

bours ge it is, whom they will look. 
e oe upon. 
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upon as truly great and honourable, 


and whoſe memory will continue longeſt 
among them. 2dly. Another leflon we 


may learn from what I have faid on 
this ſubject, is; that however great or 
uſeful we may be, or whatever good 
we may do to others, we are only 


God's inſtruments: and therefore, as all 


our ability to do good flows original- 
ly from him; and the continuance of 
it depends entirely on his pleaſure; ſo 


all the honour of it, is conſtantly to 


be aſcribed to him; and every man, to 
keep himſelf duly humble and thank- 
ful, ſhould often aſk himſelf theſe queſ- 
tions; Who maketh thee to differ?“ or 


© what haſt thou that thou baſt not re- 
« cerved 2. NC YE 


| God imprint theſe truths upon our 
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Ner ow Naowas, captain of the hoſt if the 
Ling of Syria, was a great man with 
His maſter, and honourable, becauſe by 
him the Lord had given deliverance 
unto. Syria; he was alſo: a mi ghty man. 
| 5 valour ; but he was a leper. 


ROPOSING to make ſome obſerva- 


tions on the hiſtory of Naaman, as. 
recorded in this chapter, in my former 
diſcourſe I een him in his proſpe- 
rous ſtate, as deſcribed in my text lle 
was a great man with his maſter, and 
honourable, becauſe by him the Lord 


had given deliverance co his country —he 


was allo a. mighty man of valour..-Here- 
in this character and account of Naaman 


is all that could make a man great and 


happy. And in diſcourſing on this point, 


J endeavoured to ſhew What it is that 


makes a man truly great and honourable 
in the eyes of God, and of all wiſe and 
good: men paints it is not the outward ade 
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vantages of fortune, but that inward 
N generoſity, and 5 of 


eart, which is grounded on the love, and 


the fear of God, and a firm regard to 
truth and virtue, and which ſets a man 
above the frowns of adverſity, and pre- 
ſerves him from being corrupted by the 


fmiles of proſperity.— I ſhewed likewiſe, 


that Naaman became great and honour- 
able, both with his ſovereign and people, 


by employ ing his talents in the ſervice of 


his country. From which I took occa- 


ſion to diſcourſe a little upon the obliga- 


tions every man is under to ſhew a public 
ſpirit, and promote the public good of 


the ſociety whereof he is a member, ſo far 
as God has given him ability and oppor- 
tunity, —This was one of the inferences: 
with which I concluded my diſcourſe; 
and the other was, That when Providence 


puts it into our power tobe of any remark- 


able uſe or ſervice to our neighbours, or 


to our country, we ſhould: nevertheleſs: 


always remember, that we are but God's. 
inſtruments, that the power of doing. 


good proceeds wholly from him, and de- 


pends entirely upon his pleaſure; and 


therefore, that we muſt beware of arro- 


gating che praiſe or merit of it to our- 
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ſelves, but ſhould aſeribe it, ultimately 


and chiefly at leaſt, to the Author and : 


Giver of every good and perfect gift. 
HFHaving thus conſidered Naaman in his 
proſperous ſtate, let us now conſider him 
in his affliction, and fee what uſeful ob- 
ſervations we may raiſe to ourſelves from 
his diſtemper and diſtreſs. He was a 


great, honourable, and mighty man; — 


ut he was a leper, A nauſeous, afflictin 
diſeaſe had ſeized upon his fleſh, which 


was ſuch an abatement upon his ſpirit, 


ſuch a diminution of his happineſs, as all 


his maſter's favour could not recom- 


penſe, and all his hoſt could not drive 
| away. *T was ſuch a rplexing, prevail- 


ing evil, as, in ſpite of all his honours and 
preferments, muſt needs render him un- 
ſerviceable in the field, unwelcome in the 
court, and uneaſy even to himſelf.ä—In 
ſhort, his body was ſo tormented, and 


his ſoul ſo perplexed with this nauſeous 
diſeaſe, that all his victories and ſucceſs 
could yield him no ſatisfaction ; but go 


he muſt, from the country he had fo 
well defended, to a foreign, hateful na- 


tion, as the only place where he could 
find a cure.—There is nothing nearer to 


a man than his own ſkin; nothing is, na- 


_ turally, 


e Wr 
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_ - turally, dearer to him than his fleſh 3 in- 
ſomuch that all the proſperity and plea- 
ſure of the world can neither remove, nor 
recompenſe an evil that cleaves fo cloſe 


unto him, © Touch but his bone and his © 


_ ** Feſp,” ſaid the Devil, ſpeaking of Job, 


and be will curſe thee to thy face.” And 


though Job diſappointed the Devil in 
this, yet it muſt be confeſſed that Satan 
had ſome ſort of reaſon to guels as he 
did, from the frame of human nature, 
and from his experience of what wild, 
irrational, and even ſinful things men are 
often tempted to do and ſay, when in the 
agony of tormenting pain, And accord- 
ingly we may obſerve of Job himſelf, 
that though he did bear up with great 
Fortitude and preſence of mind againſt 
all the ravages that were made upon his 
family and eftate, yet, when the malice 
of the Devil fixed upon his body, and 
touched him to the quick, then his great 
ſpirit began to fink ; and though he did 
not curſe God himſelf, yet his wife won- 


dered how he could forbear : nay, for all 
his patience, and a moſt eminent inſtance 


of it to be ſure he was, yet human weak- 
nes got the better of it ſo far, that he bit- 
terly curſed the day of his own birth. 
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How vexatious then, how intolerable a 
thing mult it be to a man like Naaman, in 


the height of all his pomp and triumphs, 


to carry theſe thorns and briars in his 
ſkin, which the weight of his ſtately robes 
about him would but drive the degper 
into his fleſh, and nearer to his heart ! 
And yet, ſuch things as thefe are com- 


monly the effects of plenty and proſperity, 


and a flouriſhing eſtate : for that is ſome- 
times the natural cauſe of our diſtempers, 
and ſometimes, nay I believe very often, 
the moral cauſe of them. When men 


live at eaſe and in fulneſs, and allow 
themſelves to pamper their bodies with _ 


Noth and luxury, this, in its ordinary, 


natural courſe, brings trouble upon their 


- Joins; and their aflition may, in this 
ſenſe, be ſaid to ſpring out of the ground 


that feeds them. Sometimes, again, 


men's luxury and extravagance bring a 


judgment upon them for their rebuke; 
and their affliction, whatever may ſeem 


to be the immediate cauſe of it, comes 
down from Heaven. God corrects one 


man for the reclaiming of his folly, and 
another for the puniſhing of his vice: 


and no man enjoys ſo perfect ſerenity, fo 


calm a life, but he often finds a cloud 
„r hanging 


reer 
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; 


hanging over him; and all his gaiety dif- 
turbed and overcaſt, _ . 


SBauch js the nature of all human great- 


neſs; ſo deceitful and inconſtant a thing 
is this world, and ſo vain it is for a man 
to build his happineſs upon the goods 


and enjoyments of it! And indeed, when 
we think of it ſeriouſly, this may be 


enough to convince us, that if we would 


be truly happy, we muſt ſeek for ſome- 


thing elſe to make us ſo than the pre- 
ſent life can afford. For this life is ſo 
dcälogged with inconveniencies, ſo ſub- 


ject to changes, and what we com- 


monly call Chance, that it yields nothing 
of moment or certainty enough for us to 


depend upon; but when we are arrived 
to the very height of our expectation, 


we find ſome unexpected accident that 


daſhes all our hopes to pieces; ſome one 


unlucky drop that embitters all our 
cup, and takes off the reliſh of all our 
enjoyments.— For we ſee the very great- 


eſt men, juſt like Ahab with Naboth's 


vineyard, if they want but one of ten 


thouſand conveniencies, they can neither 


fleep nor eat; —they think more upon 
this one thing, which they fancy they 
need, than upon all the innumerable 


things 


Diſc, III. | and Truſt in God. 45 


things which they poſſeſs. —=In a word, 
the Divine Author of nature hath ſo or- 
dered it, that there is nothing perfect 
upon earth; but a mixture of good and 
evil runs through the whole compoſition 
of our life; and if we weigh the one 
againſt the other, we ſhall not find ſo 
very great reaſon to envy thoſe whom 
we fee above us, or to prefer one ſtate or 
condition of life to another ſo much as 
we commonly do. For the ſimple natu- 
ral pleaſures of life are as open to one 
ſkate as to another; and the ſlave that 
waits at the door of the tent, may be, 
nay ſometimes is, as happy a man as the 
captain or general of the hoſt, who 
lodges in it.— Alas! little do the gene- 
rality of men think how vain and fantaſ- 
tic are all the purſuits of avarice and 
ambition, thoſe two reſtleſs unhappy 
principles that ſo much diſturb the peace 
of the world, and occaſion ſuch a variety 
of calamities and misfortunes to the ſons 
of men! — Little do they conſider, 
though the fact be manifeſt from daily 
experience, that the higher one's ſtation 
is, the more he is expoſed to ſtorms and 
dangers; and that the more any one has 
been uſed to pleaſure, the leſs he is able 
e 0 
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to bear pain. And though an ambitious 
ſpirit, who has not had a trial of ſuch a 
ſtate, may vainly fancy that there is no 


happineſs like being great; and that to 
a great man no happineſs can be want- 


ing; yet, when he comes to make the ex- 
periment, he commonly finds himſelf 
miſerably diſappointed, and, inſtead of 
being ſatisfied, is abſolutely ſorry for the 
change. — Whilſt David was a private 
man, and employed himſelf in feeding of 
the ſheep, how eaſy, and happy, and me- | 
lodious was his life But no ſooner did 
he appear in a higher ſphere z-—no ſooner 


was he called to attend the king, and re- 
ſide at court, than his troubles began; 
and when he was raiſed ſtill higher, and 
employed to feed the people, we ſee his 
charge and his danger increaſed in pro- 
portion to his advancement.— Had he 


cContinued in his firſt and private ſtation, 
it is highly probable the ſon of his own 


bowels, and of his affections too, would 


never have rebelled againſt him, or ſought 
to drive him from his own houſe.— 
When we ſee a man's ſucceſs anſwerable 


to his hopes; when we ſee him baſking 


in the ſunſhine of proſperity, and eyery 


thing, as we imagine, falling out accord- 
| 1 55 „ 
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ing to his heart's deſire, how ready are 


we to envy his condition, and to fancy, 


that, if we ourſelves were in ſuch a ſtate, 


nothing in the world could poſſibly dif- 
turb us? and yet, all the while, this 
ſeemingly happy man may have ſome 


unaccountable ſecret vexation lurking 


in his foul, ſome vexatious diſtemper 
afflicting his body, or ſome inſuperable 
burden annexed to his eſtate, that ſhall 
effectually deject him in the height of 


bis advancement, and make him bewail 
and lament himſelf, when all the world 
beſides is either congratulating his hap- 


pineſs, or envying his ſucceſs. So falſe 
a judgment are we apt to make, when we 
look upon the outward appearances of 


things! We look at nothing but the 
ſeeming advantages of a great man's 
condition; never conſidering the diſad- 


vantages or inconveniencies that attend 
it, and far leſs the general mutability and 


uncertainty of that and every thing upon 
earth. But why ſhould any man in his 


right wits be fond of ſuch a ſtation, that 
is ſo much expoſed to change and 


chance? Why ſhould men labour, and 


diſtreſs themſelves ſo much as they do, 
in getting the riches of this world, 


Which, 
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which, when they have got them, they 
are not ſure to keep; or, if they could 
keep them, yet, God knows, they are 
not worth the keeping. — They do but 
lead us into inconveniencies, and there 

they lcave us; and all the riches in the 


world may only cauſe a leproſy, but can 


never cure it, A little more pleaſure, or 
a little more wealth, is that which fills 
all our heads, and employs all our 
hands: and yet, if, inſtead of a little 


more, we had a little leſs, perhaps it 


might be much better for us. We pray 
for proſperity and honour; or at leaſt, 
if we have not the aſſurance to fall on 


our knees, and beg thoſe things formally 


of God, we nevertheleſs long and wiſh 
for them in our hearts, which 1s much 


the ſame thing; but in this cafe, like the 


ſons of Zebedee, we pray or wiſh for 
we know not what; becauſe, for any 
thing we know, a bitter cup may go 
along with our advancement z—a pre 


may be entailed on our eſtate, that will 


quickly make us repent our wiſh, and be 
deſirous to exchange again. — Lou ſee, 
the diſeaſed Naaman would have gladly 


given ten talents of gold, and many 
good things beſides, for his cure: And 


Diſc. III. 


the viſit, and takes quite off the pleaſure 


of the entertainment, It 1s like the poſ- 


ſeſſion of a great eſtate with ſo many in- 


cumbrances, or ſuch a load of debt upon 
it, as eats out all the profit. And there- 
fore, were it in every man's power to fol- 
low his own inclinations, what man is 


there of tolerable good ſenſe or wiſdom, 


who would not chuſe a competent retire- 


ment, a comfortable and ſafe retreat, 


5 where he might enjoy his health, his plea- 
ſure, his God, his friend, and himſelf, and 


live free from the noiſe, the trouble, and 
the dangers which await upon the buſy, 


or the mighty man? Were not men 

obliged, both by reaſon and religion, to 

| ſacrifice their own eaſe and ſatisfaction 
to the public ne, ns would not (if 


he 
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who, that had laboured all his life to get 
a fortune, and at the ſame time laboured 
under a diſeaſe, would not at laſt be glad 
to reſign up the one, in hopes to cure 
the other? The truth is, proſperity, or 
what men commonly call ſo, 1. e. wealth 
and abundance; this, I ſay, even when 
it comes molt eaſily and diſengaged, is 
but like a troubleſome, ſtately gueſt ; it 
brings ſuch a train of cares and diſtrac- 
tions with it, that it ſpoils the honour of 


_ 
— , — wo 0 
_ « E — — py 
” . - _ 3 wp E 
— — 12 a 72" 4 — — 4 Ya >a 4 — — — 
1 RES — SG5 N - x = Bow oy 
— . — — . —— Sb — 


— As 
mm — cs 4 


— — — 
— —„-— 2 


——— 


* 
— 
. 0s lope 
— . 


3 * — @ — 
— — — a ws, ti 
I OO II TIDY / xX —_— 


— wh 
Pay 


30 On Humiliy, 


he could) fit down under his own vine 
and his own fig- tree; yea, who would 
not retire, even to a wilderneſs, rather 


than appear in any public Ration what- 
ever, and there be obliged to ſtand the 
brunt of the malice of his enemies, and 


the N and detraction of his pretended 
friends! And indeed, there have been 
many inſtances of men, in the higheſt 


ſtations and moſt flouriſhing conditions 


of life, who have reſigned even empires, 
and renounced all the falſe pleaſures of 


power and ambition, to rid themſelves 


of the inconveniencies which are inſepa- 
Table from ſuch a ſtate. Nay, it is al- 


ways the practice of the greateſt princes | 


in the world, and of thoſe great men who 


wallow in wealth and power, when they 


want to enjoy themſelves to purpoſe z it 


is their practice, I ſay, to lay aſide all the 
circumſtances and badges of their ſtate, 


all their pomp and pageantry, all their 
ambition, power, and pre-eminence, and 
reduce themſclves as much as poſſible 


to the condition of private men; be- 


cauſe this is the only way to come at the 


enjoy ment of thoſe pleaſures that are 


alone natural and true. 


Upon the whole then, from this cir- 
cumſtance 
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cumſtance of Naaman's being a leper, 
the rich or great man, and the poor; 


the mighty and the humble, may equally 
draw moſt uſeful and inſtructing leſſons. 


The mighty man may learn to be hum- 


ble, and the humble or poor man not 
to repine. Are we in a proſperous and 


flouriſhing ſtate, healthy in body, and 


eaſy in mind? Let'us not, however, for- 
get either God or ourſelves. Let us re- 
member, that the higheſt degree of hu- 
man greatneſs cannot ſecure any man 
from the common infirmities of human 
nature, nor yet from the croſſes and ca- 
lamities which God may fee fit co viſit 
us with, in order to keep down the natu- 
ral pride of our hearts, and make our 


worldly enjoyments more wholeſome and 


more ſafe.— And, on the other hand, if 
we enjoy many - worldly comforts and 
conveniencies, but at the ſame time are 


actually expoſed to ſome particular and 


great diſtreſs, let us adore the wiſdom 


and goodneſs of Divine Providence, in 


thus tempering both our bleſſings and 


our croſſes; for, if they were without 


ſuch a mixture of good and evil, the one 


might lead us into preſumption, or the 
other into deſpair. + 
„„ 93 Again; 
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Again; are we in a poor and mean 


condition? Here then, from the con- 
ſideration of Naaman's caſe, we may 
learn not to envy the rich and great. 


Their very greatneſs, as I have been 
ſhewing, ſubjects them to many diſ- 


treſſes, diſaſters, and inconveniencies, 
which we ſee; and they have often many 
croſſes and thorns galling them, which 
we ſee not, and which their wealth and 
greatneſs may render more ſharp or in- 


upportable, but can in no viſe contri- 


bute to their eaſe and relief. Let us 


endeavour then to learn, with St. Paul, 
that great and important leſſon, In what- 


ever ſtate we are, therewith to be content,— 
And moreover, from this circumſtance 


of Naaman's leproſy, let all of us, both 
rich and poor, learn, when we ſee any of 


_ our: brethren labouring under any grie- 


vous diſeaſe, or bodily infirmity, never 
to deſpiſe them on that account; and 


far leſs to over-yalue or exalt ourſelves 


in our own eyes, as if we were greater 


favourites of Heaven than they, becauſe 
God has exempted us tromſufferings ſuch 
as theirs; for theſe afflictions are often 
the expreſſions, not of God's hatred, 


but 
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but of his love: and had not Naaman 
| been a leper, he might very probably 


have continued an infidel, and never 


have come to the knowledge of the true 
God. : ET HR 
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2. Kings v. x. 


Now Nagai, captain of the boſt of the 
king of Syria, was a great man with 
Bis maſter, and honourable, becauſe by 


him the Lord had given deliverance unto 


Syria; he was alſo a mighty man of va- 


tour; but be was a leper. 


N my former diſcourſes on this 


ſubject, I conſidered Naaman, iſt, 


As in a ſtate of proſperity z a mighty 
man of valour, great in the eyes of his 


prince, and honourable in the ſight of 


his countrymen ; God having made him 


5 ſpecial inſtrument, it would ſeem, in 


delivering the Syrians from their ene- 
mies. Then, 2dly, 1 conſidered this 
Kere and mighty man in his ſtate of af- 


iction, perplexed in his foul, and tor. 
D 3 mented 
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mented in his body with a nauſeous dif. 


eaſe, which no human art could cure, or 


io much as alleviate ; 10 that, finding 


no relief at home, he was forced, no 


doubt much againſt his inclination, = 
go to another country for a cure, even a 
country which he hated, and very Fs 
bably had been fighting againſt. 


On each of theſe heads I made ſuch 


_ obſervations, and drew ſuch inferences 


from them, as I thought would be moſt 
profitable, and ſhew us how we ought to 


5 behave ourſelyes, whether in a proſpe- | 


rous or adverſe ſtate, Let us now pro- 
ceed to conſider Naaman's cure; and 
when we have done that, and weighed 


all the conſequences of it, we ſhall Toon 


perceive that we have not fo great reaſon 


to pity his diſeaſe, as perhaps we might 
imagine; but, that what ſeemed to be 
his miſery, was in reality his mercy; that 
it was to his leproſy he owed his health, - 
and that it was the anguiſh of his body 5 


which ſaved his ſoul. Such a ſecret 
over-ruling providence attends a virtu- 


ous, a truly honourable man, that God 


often raiſes comfort to him out of his 
greateſt afflictions, and, if I may ſo ex- 


preſs it, diſappoints him into happineſs. | 


— But, 
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— But, let us take a more particular 
view of ſome of the moſt remarkable 
_ circumſtances of this cure, becauſe there 


is an unſpeakable deal of inſtruction 


couched in every one of them. 


A party of Syrians had made an in- 


road into the land of Iſrael, and had 
brought away captive a little maid, 
whom Naaman's wife had got for a ſlave, 
to wait upon her. And to all appear- 
ance, what was there extraordinary in all 
this? ſo would the natural man fay , 
the man who looks no higher than to 
the operation of ſecond cauſes, But if 


we look at this event with the eye of 


faith, we ſhall here perceive (juſt as in 
the parallel hiſtory of Joſeph) the hand 
of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs direct- 


ing and conducting this ſeeming chance- 


to the greateſt good: and, as a ſmall 
chink may let in great light, and very 
lender beginnings have often given birth 


to the moſt conſiderable events; ſo here, 


a poor ſlave brings ſalvation to this 


great man's houſe.— And indeed, in the 
weakneſs of worldly cauſes, we often ſee 
molt clearly the ſuperior wiſdom and 
omnipotence of God, who frequently 
chooſes the fooliſh things of the world, 
65 Es a EG 
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advice of his attendants to comply with 
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on purpoſe to confound the wiſe; and 


the weak things of the world, to con- 


found the things that are mighty. But 


to proceed: This true daughter of 


Abraham, though ſhe had loſt her li- 
berty, had not loſt her faith, but knew 


that there was a God in Iſrael, whoſe 
Prophet had power to heal her maſter. 
Nor had her captivity embittered her 


ſpirit towards the family which ſhe 


ſerved. Though her perſon was en- 
ſlaved, her mind and her charity were 
free. She makes no conditions for her- 
ſelf, no bargain for her on releaſe, but 


ſeems only ſolicitous for her maſter's 
good. A noble generoſity a moſt diſ- 


intereſted benevolence, truly land ſuch 


as few friends, and yet fewer ſervants, 


would now-a-days, I am afraid, imitate, 


I ſay it again, there are but few Chriſ- 
tian ſervants ſo faithful to their Chriſtian 
maſters, as this Jew, this little ſlave, was 
to her heathen lord. And indeed, from 
the general concern expreſſed by all 


Naaman's ſervants for his welfare and re- 


covery ;—as, firſt this little maid's wiſh, 


then another's readineſs to report what 
ſhe ſaid, and afterwards the ſeaſonable 


the 
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the prophet's order; — l ſay, from all theſe I 
_ circumſtances, we have reaſon to believe, ' 
that Naaman was extremely happy in - ll 


the love and fidelity of his domeſtics. i 
And we may preſume likewiſe, that this 1 


happineſs was owing in a great meaſure ll 
to certain virtues, which endeared him i 
ſo much to his whole family. Indeed, | 
the only ſure bond and cement of do- lf 
meſtic peace and happineſs, is a mutual I” 
benevolence, and a faithful diſcharge of 1 
our reſpective duties towards one ano 
ther; for he is certainly a worthleſs | 


maſter who will be unkind or unjuſt to 
a faithful obedient ſervant : and he is no \'Þ 
| leſs worthleſs a ſervant, who will be croſs "ll 
or unfaithful to a juſt, kind, and gentle 4 
maſter, But to go on with the hiſtory. 


Naaman, perſuaded by this young 1 
maid's report, and having likewiſe, it | 


is highly probable, heard of the fame of - [ 
Eliſha from others, ſets out on his jour. 1 
ney, with a letter of recommendation 
from his maſter, and takes with him a 1 


ſet of preſents in money, and other N 
things, ſuch as was ſuitable to his own | 


high rank, and to the greatneſs of the 


favour which he expected. — Thus 5 i 
worldly men, whoſe faith is weak and b 


imperfect, | 


— — — — — 
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imperfect, have always recourſe to world- 


ly means to accompliſh their ends, and 


that even in ſpiritual things and the 


concerns of religion; till God in his 
mercy opens their eyes more fully, and 


lets them ſee, that in all ſuch caſes as 
theſe, human power, or worldly wealth 
and policy, are but mere vanity.— Jeho- 


ram, the then king of Iſrael, like his 


father Ahab, had forſaken the true God; 
and therefore, when he received the king 
of Syria's letter, thought not of his pro- 


phet, or of the power that God had given 


him to do many things above the pitch of 
natural cauſes, Yet in this he was ſo 


far modeſt, as to confeſs his own weak- 


neſs and inability to do any thing in ſuch 
' a caſe; and that as none but God could 


kill or make alive, ſo nothing leſs than di- 
vine power could cure a diſeaſe, that was 


naturally incurable.— And now from this 


I might take occaſion to obſerve unto you 
the difference between the eccleſiaſtic and 


the civil power, the church and the king. 
The temporal authority extends only to 
temporal things. But as to the power 
and office of the clergy, though their 


perſons. and properties are ſubject to the 


civil magiſtrate, as much as thoſe of 


others, 
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others, yet in the exerciſe of their func- - 


tion, and in all acts purely ſpiritual, they 
are wholly independent on the ſtate. The 
king of Iſrael was conſcious that he was 


no prophet, that he had no ſupernatural 
powers; therefore, rends his cloaths, and 


complains of mal-treatment, when ap- 
3 to in a matter that belonged not to 
11s province. But Eliſha, who was duly 


inveſted with thoſe ſupernatural powers, 
deſires the caſe might be turned over to 
him: and ſo the king ſends the leper to 


the prophet, which was all he could do. 


—]t is the prerogative and honour of the 


regal office to maintain and defend the 


church; to point out, by their laws, 


which is the true; together with the wa 

and the guides which lead thereto. But 
to admit into this heavenly kingdom, to 
make us members of Chriſt by baptiſm, 
and cure the leproſy of ſin, is a privilege 
that belongs only to the prieſtly office. 
But not to infiſt on this; Naaman be- 
ing thus ſent to Eliſha, the prophet well 


knew that he had an inward, ſpiritual 


_ diſeaſe, which needed to be cured, full 


as much as his bodily diſtemper ; even 
that pride which is ſo deeply rooted in our 
corrupt nature, and which is the chief 
5 ſource 
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| ſource of all our deadly fins. Eliſha 
therefore treated him accordingly, and 
took ſtate upon himſelf, that he might 


humble this proud Syrian. He doth not 


ſay, as this great man no doubt expected, 
—] will come to him—but, ** et him come 
to me. And ſtill more than that; even 
when he came to the prophet's door, he 
does not vouchſafe to ſee him, but ſends 
him his orders by a ſervant. This had 
| 3 too hard a trial for Naaman, 
had he liſtened only to the advice of 
pride; and had that prevailed, he had 
never been cleanſed, — And here in- 
deed we have a moſt lively repreſen- 
tation of the ſtruggle between Nature 
and Grace, and the different workings 
of the Fleſh and the Spirit. Natural 
men look no farther than natural cauſes: 
they ſee not, nor expect any other effects, 
than what the ordinary courſe and event 
of things are wont to produce. They 
ſee only the creature; for they want both 
eyes and light to ſee the Creator, even 
the eye of faith, and the illumination of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Such men, therefore, 
upon all occaſions, think and reaſon juſt 
as Naaman did; ** Are not Abana and 
a harpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than | 
e W 
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« all the waters of Iſrael z They pretend - 
to know nature in all its ſhapes, and to 


make nature their only rule. This is 
that philoſophy, which the Apoſtle juſtly 
calls vain*. For, however right philo- 
ſophy may be, in defining the operations 
of nature, it is-ſtark blind as to thoſe of 


grace; and therefore vain and unprofit- 
able, when it pretends to go beyond its 
own limits or extent. The wiſdom of 


this world is but a falſe, or incompetent 
guide in heavenly things: it treats with 
_ contempt the ſuperior efficacy of grace; 
or thinks itſelf affronted, when any thing 


is offered, that is above its ſphere. It is 
wroth, and turns away in a rage from the 
prophet that recommends any ſpiritual 
matter; and rejects all, as fooliſh and 


impertinent, which ſuits not with its own. 


_ prejudices. This is what the men of this 
world, the fine Athenian wits of the age, 


call Reaſon ; and this attachment to their 
own miſguided and ill-informed reaſon, is 
the great ſtumbling block or rock of 
offence, at which they ſtumble, when the 
_ doctrines of faith are propoſed to them. 
But if the conduct of Naaman, before 
his waſhing, repreſents to us the common 
practice of all carnal men, the example 
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66 on Humility, 
of his better-adviſed obedience ſhould be 


ſtill. more inſtructive to us. After much 
ſtruggle, you fee, he humbles himſelf to 


the voice of the prophet; yea he wiſely 


ſubmits to the prudent counſel of his 
own ſervants; and by thus conquering 


his pride, found the cure of his diſeaſe, 
And in this procedure we may likewiſe 


obſerve, that the e eee acted here as 
entative of Chriſt, who 
ſends all that are yet without the pale of 


his church, to the waters of baptiſm; 
none muſt come within his gates, till they 


waſh and be clean. Naaman, with his 
horſes and his chariot, ſtood at the door 
of Eliſha ; he was not allowed to enter. 
No human grandeur, no wealth, nor ho- 


nours, nor wordly means or conſidera- 


tions whatever; nothing, in a word, but 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, can procure admiſſion 
into the houſe and family of Chriſt, ** He 


e that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be 


* ſaved :” and, Except a man be born 
* again, of water and of the Holy Ghoſt, he 
* cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” =— 


What an unhappy prejudice then muſt it 


be, for thoſe who live under the full light 
of the goſpel, to deſpiſe or reject this di- 


vine inſtitution, and ſo forfeit the ineſti- 


mable 
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mable benefits of it? To this purpoſe 


our Lord applies this miraculous cure of 


a heathen and ſtranger; and remarks the 
great blindneſs and perverſeneſs of thoſe 


Jews, who remained inſenſible to the of- 


fers of his grace; while others, who were 
aliens, the publicans and ſinners, came 
in, and took as it were the kingdom of 
heaven by violence. Many lepers,” 
faith he, were in Iſrael, in the time of 


Eliſeus the propbet, and none of them were 


cleanſed, ſaving Naaman the Syrian.” — 


The grace of God is free; is not due to any 


man, either by his nature or his merit; 


but God beftows and diſpenſes it accord- 


ing to the good diſpoſition of the will and 


the ſincerity of the heart: and therefore, 
they who obſtinately diſobey his com- 


mands, or deſpiſe his inſtitutions, can 
have no claim to it. But to proceed: 
The next circumſtance that attracts our 
obſervation in this ſtory, is Naaman's gra- 
titude; a virtue in itſelf moſt natural and 
rational; and yet, alas! nothing rarer to 
be found, even among thoſe of the houſe- 


hold of faith, eſpecially towards God. Of 
ten lepers whom our Lord cured, but one 
returned to acknowledge his cure, and 
give glory to God, and he was a . 

— : -— 
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And here, a Syrian ſtranger is thankful 


for his double cure, his leproſy and idola- 
try; but we hear not of one Iſraelite pro- 


fited by the miracle, or the example; not 


even the prophet's own ſervant. On the 


contrary, we may rather obſerve, thoſe 
whom mercy and pardon of fin does not 
melt into thankfulneſs and praiſe, it com- 


| monly hardens, We muſt be firſt truly 


penitent, before we can be grateful or 
thankful.— But not to inſiſt on this, we 
may obſerve, next, that the cure of Naa- 


man's leproſy proved at the ſame time 


the cure of his idolatry, He reſolved 
henceforth to worſhip none but the true 


God; and therefore begged two mules 
burden of Ifraelitiſh earth, to build an 
altar upon for that purpoſe; and at the 


ſame time (if our Engliſh tranſlation be 


right) petitions the prophet, that God 
would pardon yo ſeeming idolatry he 


might be guilty of in the houſe of Rim- 


mon, when attending upon his maſter. 


But ſeveral very eminent and learned di- 


vines have obſerved, that the original will 
here bear to be tranſlated in the perfect 


or paſt, full as well as in the preſent time: 


and therefore, that this paſſage ought to 


have been rendered thus: In this thing 
„ * zhe 


Dik. W. al Bil i Gut, | 
” * the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that when 


. my maſter went into the houſe of Rim- 


mon to worſhip there, and he leaned on 
* my hand, and I bowed myſelf in the 
wh 4 houſe of Rimmon ; the Lord pardon thy 


* ſervant in this thing. ” Idolatry being a 


crime ſo extremely groſs and hateful in 


the 12 of God, that Naaman thought 
himſe 


manner. And this indeed ſeems to be 
vaſtly more conſiſtent with the truth, and 
with the prophet's principles and cha- 
racter, than our common tranſlation. For, 
could we ſuppoſe Eliſha giving him, as I 
may call it, a diſpenſation of this kind, 
to worſhip occaſionally in the houſe of 
Rimmon, how could we clear either the 
one or the other from hypocriſy and diſ- 


ſimulation? Had Naaman's example, in 
this ſenſe, been made a precedent, Daniel 


and the three children, in the court of 


Nebuchadnezzar, and old Eleazar, amidſt 


Antiochus's officers, might have eſca 
perſecution. Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego, at the ſound of the muſical 
inſtruments, might have fallen 8 
ore 


f obliged to make a particular con- 

feſſion of his guilt in this reſpect, and 
beg the Divine mercy and forgiveneſs for 
it, in the moſt earneſt and particular 


= 
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fore the image, not out of any principle 
of adoration, but in pure obedience to 
the King's orders. And many of the 
primitive Chriſtians might have _ 
Wt the moſt cruel deaths, if they had on N 
bo ſiuffered it to be atteſted that they had of- 
| fered ſacrifice to idols, though they had 
not actually done ſo. But ſuch a piece of 
prevarication they always looked upon as 
i - unworthy of the ſincerity of a Chriſtian , 
tt and ſuch as were ſo weak as to be guilty 
i of it, were expelled the communion of 
| the church, till they gave ſufficient evi- 
dence of their repentance, Let us con- 
ſider then how inconſiſtent with ſincerity 
tit would have been in Naaman, with the 
\ Tame breath that he renounced idolatry, 
1 to profeſs his readineſs to relapſe into the 
1 ſame crime, and to deſire God's pardon 
for it before hand: whereas, to aſk par- 
don for what he had done amiſs, and to 
deſire the prophet's interceſſion with God 
in that behalf, this argued a mind truly 
ſenſible of his former tranſgreſſion, and 
very much reſolved to avoid it for the fun- 
ture; ſo that Eliſha gave him a favourable 
anſwer, and bade him ** go in peace. 
1 And now, to conclude my obſervations 
B on this piece of ſacred hiſtory ; we have 
teen, 


- ** A 


OI 


ſeen, as I obſerved in the beginning of | 


this diſcourſe, that Naaman's leproſy oc- 
caſioned his converſion from his idolatry : 


what then ſhould this teach us, but to re- 
_ ceive with patience, nay even with thank. 
fulneſs, whatever comes to us from the 

hand of God, ſince the moſt grievous af- 


flictions here may be moſt conducive 


to our eternal happineſs hereafter But 
alas! how contrary to this is our common 


behaviour? If the courſe of our life does 


not run ſmooth, and as we would have it, ; 
we preſently repine, and think ourſelves 
undone. An ealy fortune, and a pleaſant 


life, we account an argument of God's 


kindneſs to us, and think thoſe are the 
greateſt favourites of Heaven, who enjoy 
the quieteſt portion upon earth. But fo 
deceitful are our judgments, that the 
very contrary of this is true; and they are 
only God's beloved children whom he 


corrects : for virtue generally thrives beſt 


under a heavy hand; without which, the | 


rankeſt weeds grow always in the richeft 
| foil: it was the wildernels that reformed, 
but Canaan that corrupted Iſrael. If 


eaſe and plenty could ſecure our eternal 


K happineſs, we {ſhould labour for plenty, 


and pray for eaſe; but if we find that 
„ they 
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they only betray us into ruin; if men's 
virtue commonly grows heavy, and their 
devotion cold, under the indulgent cir- 


cumſtances of fortune, have we not much 


more need to beg, that God would uſe a 
ſeverer method, and bring us, like Naa- 
man, to a ſenſe of religion, though it 
ſhould be through a ſenſe of pain? Tis 
thus that God adopts his children, and 
nurtures thoſe whom he pleaſes to call 


his friends. As for his enemies, he gives 


them up to their own devices, and their 
own deſires: and ſince a portion in this 
world is all they aſk, and 'tis all they are 
like to have, ſo indulgent a father is God, 
even to his moſt reprobate, prodigal ſons, 
that he divides unto them that portion 


which they requelt, and leaves them to 


their own diſpoſal. Their falſe and ſinful 
hopes he feeds with falſe, deceitful joys; 


and gives them their hearts deſire, but 


ſends leanneſs withal into their ſouls.— 
Since, therefore, proſperity often proves 
the occaſion of a great man's fall, and 


adverſity always turns to a good man's 
ad vantage, let us leave it to God, the 
only proper judge, to chuſe for us that 


ſtate, which is moſt for our real intereſt. 


And if he ſhall ſee fit to deny us that eaſy 
| 1 5 
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part which our vicious affections and 


flothful luſts prompt us to chooſe and 


wiſh for; if he ſhall ſee it neceſſary to 
_ extinguiſh thoſe pleaſures which ſtand in 


the way of religion, and to tear from us, 


with pain and violence, the idol of our 


hearts, whatever it be, which turns or 


keeps vs from his ſervice; let us bleſs his 
mercy for thus chuſing for us better than 
we would for ourſelves ; and let us chear- 
fully ſubmit to thoſe preſent tranſient 
_ pains, which will deliver us at laſt from 
eternal torments. May the HolySpiritof 


God imprint theſe truths upon our minds, 
that the effect of them may appear in our 
life and converſation. May we be enabled, 
© in whatever ſtate we are, therewith to be 


content,“ and to turn every diſpenſation 
of Providence to our everlaſting benefit 


and comfort, 
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Race, 0 young man, in thy youth, and let 


thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 
_ youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, 


and in the fight of thine eyes: but know 
thou, that For all theſe things God will 


oring thee into JO... 


calls himſelf the Preacher; and thinks 


it no diſparagement to his royal dignity, 
to deſcend from governing, to inſtruct 


his people.—And he was accompliſhed 
for the diſcharge of this office in an ex- 


traordinary degree : : God had bleſſed 
him with the greateſt wiſdom ; the cir- 
cumſtances of his reign had given him 


the greateſ experience in the world; 


and, after he had obſerved and tried 
| E . | all | 
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all the ſeveral courſes of human life, f in 
this book he ſums up all his obſerva- 
tions, for the honour of God, and the. 
advantage of ſucceeding ages. — Here 
he has ſhewed us the true bounds of 
wiſdom and folly; what is profitable, 
and what is hurtful to the fouls of men; 
the powerful inclinations which we have 
to vice, and the more powerful motives 


to virtue. Here the ways of God. are 


faithfully related ; the nature of man is 


perfectly deſcribed and, above all, the 


neceſſary connexion between folly and 
repentance, between fin and judgment, 


1s exactly and movingly ſhewn : for, 


after wiſdom has done its beſt, and ex- 


perience has convinced us of the folly 


2nd falſity of our ways, there is nothing 


but this doctrine of terrors that can per- 
ſuade us; nothing but puniſhment can 


effectually reſtrain our luſts; and it is 
not the vanity of fin, but the vexation 
of ſpirit unavoidably following upon it, 
that muſt reclaim us. 


All this is declared throughout the 


whole ſeries of this grave and excellent 


book; but more particularly in the 


words. of my text: which are indeed 
5 principally directed to the young man; 


but 


J 
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but yet they comprehend the whole 


| compaſs of our life, and may ſerve for 
inſtruction to every age. They ſhew us 
how naturally our youth begins in folly, 


: and how neceſſarily theſe follies of. our 


youth lead us to repentance and bitter 


ſorrow in our riper years; but if we let 


that ſeaſon flip, and will, even then, ſtill 
tun on in the ways of our own hearts, 
and be deluded and led away with the 


Gght of our eyes (which, alas! is too of- 


ten the caſe with the old as well as the 
young) then my text ſhews us how un- 
avoidably ſuch a continued courſe of fin 


brings us to judgment at our-latter end. 


Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let 


thy beart chear thee in the days of thy 


| youth, and walk in the ways of thy beart, 


and in the fight of thine eyes. Thus far 
my text ſpeaks comfortable things; 
things joyful and agreeable to the gay- 
eſt and vaineſt young man; and had the 


Preacher ſtopt here, or ſpoke in earneſt, 


no doubt but every young man would 
become his proſelyte. But mark what 


follows: His next words are of a quite 


different ſtamp, and ſpeak a far other 
language; they check the young man 


in his career, and damp and diſcourage 
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him in the height of his enjoyments ; 


they ſhew him the precipice and gulf on 


which his headſtrong courſes lead him, 
and bid him, as. it were, ſtop ſhort and 
look before him, that ſo he may correct 
and retract his vain imaginations, before 


it is too late: But know, that for all theſe 


things God will bring thee into judgment.— 


Therefore, it is our wiſdom to weigh 


both parts of my text deliberately, and 
chuſe that which we find of greateſt 


moment; Whether we will be always 
young, and go on to walk according to 
the ways of our heart and the ſight of 
our eyes, and run the riſque of the ſor- 


rowful conſequences of ſuch a courſe ; 
or, if we will govern our life according 


to the evidences of reaſon and religion, 


and the certain knowledge of a future 
judgment; if we will forego the vain 
joy of the ſinful pleaſures of this lite, 
that we may ſecure to ourſelves the ſub- 
ſtantial and everlaſting comforts of the 
— ft WE 


Solomon has placed theſe two in my 


text, one againſt the other, and fairly 
laid them both before us: and, that we 


might not complain of an unfair repre- 
ſentation, as if the Preacher, now turned 
ſerious by age, had dealt partially in fa- 

. vour 
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vour of. religion, we find here the plea- 0 
{ures and delights of youth ſet off to the 
beſt advantage, and fo heightened with 


all their commendations, as if the 


Preacher himſelf had inclined. to the 
Only at laſt he cuts 


young man's ſide, 
them all off with one peremptory word, 


But know; and weighs them all down 
with only the name of Judgment; But 
now, that for all theſe things Ged will 


N thee into judgment. 


In the rare diſcourſe, therefore, 5 


1 ſhall conſider theſe two things: 
1ſt, The natural inclinations of 
| youth ; and how ſtrongly they 

lead us into vanity : 

And, 2dly, The curb that is put 
upon us by religion; and how 
much more reaſonable it is that 
we ſhould comply with the ap- 
prehenſions of a future judgment, 

than to walk in the ways of our 


_ own heart, and in the fight of | 


our own eyes. 

As to the firſt of theſe The inclina- 
tions of youth; and the vanity of thoſe 
| inclinations, cannot be more lively or 
more elegantly expreſſſh, 
them in the former part of my text; 
wherein Solomon artificially expoſes the 
Ks humour 
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humour of that age, and, by the very 


manner of his expreſſion, ſhews how it 


indulges its own fancy, lets fly at all di- 
verſions that come within its reach, and 


affets nothing more than a boundleſs 


uninterrupted flow of pleaſures.— He 


Well knew the natural heat and incon- 


ſiderateneſs of thoſe giddy years; how 
want of experience renders them inca- 
pable of advice, and impatient of all 


contradiction or reſtraint ; how want of 
weight and ſolidity makes them launch 


out into the deep, with more fail than 


ballaſt, and value themſelves only upon 


their ſpeed ; how they diſdain the 


thoughts of being cautious, for fear of 


being accounted flow; and take a fort 


of pride in leaving all prudence and con- 


ſideration behind their backs.—All this 


the Preacher knew, and therefore ſpeaks 
to the fool according to his folly. He 


does not attempt, at the very firſt, to 
ſtop the young man in his courſe, or to 
ſtem the current of his pleaſures ; for he 


knew that was the way to make him 
porter them more eagerly : therefore, 


e ſeems to give him his heart's deſire; 


allows him the full fcope and ſwing of 
his luſts, and lets him fairly run to the 


utmoſt of his line: Do, follow thy own 
| inclinations, 
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inclinations, and ſee what will be the 
event and ſucceſs: Rejoice, O young man, 


in thy youth, and let thy heart chear thee in 


the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thy heart, and the fight of thine eyes. 


Here we have a poodly proſpect, which | 


at firſt ſight, and at a diſtance, makes a 


_ glorious ſhew ; but if we view it nearer, 
and examine the ſeveral branches of it 


ſeparately, we ſhall find it made up of 


ſuch dangefous 8 ſuch fatal 
di 


ruins, as will rather diſcourage a wiſe 


man's attempts, than invite his curi- 


oſity. 


I ſuppoſe, moſt of us will be ready 


to ſay, Where is the harm of ſo doing ? 1 
Is not youth a natural ſeaſon for joy and 


mirth? why then go about to debar the 
young man from it? To which J anſwer, 
That innocent chearfulneſs and mirth is 


not to be condemned in any age, far leſs 

in youth; and religion is ſo far from 
hindering or forbidding it, that, on the 
contrary, it is the only ſolid foundation 


and mean of it. — Religion is the only 


thing that can preſerve our own inward 


peace and tranquillity of heart; and the 


man who is thus ſound and ſerene in his 
own breaſt, will ſcarce fail to be chear- 
Sas E'6 -: ful, 


As, 1ſt, Rejoice, O young nan. And, 
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ful,  eafy, and agreeable, both in his 
words and actions. Do not then mil- 
take the Preacher, in my text, as if he 
wanted to darken the human mind with 
a gloomy ſurlineſs, or imagined that a 
moderate purſuit of innocent pleaſures 


was any way inconſiſtent with true reli- 
gion. No, this is not the joy he means; 
this is not the reſoicing he fo ironically 


| ſpeaks of: But what he means is, that 


ſenſual, ſinful joy; that herdleſs, intem- 
perate, brutiſh courſe, of life, which 


ſo many give themſelves up to, eſpe- 
cially in their youth, without the leaſt 


regard to reaſon or religion. ' And what 


is this, but folly inſtead of mirth, and 
madneſs inſtead of joy? What is it, but 


ſuch a looſe inconſiderate habit of mind, 


as not only endangers the health of our 


ſouls, but is unbecoming and diſagree- 
able to our nature ?—Through pangs 
we came into this world, and with our 


tears we firſt ſaluted the light; and from 


that time to the very agonies in which 
we mult depart, there is nothing in this 
lite that can warrant a.wiſe man's ſetting 
his heart upon it, or taking great com- 


placency or ſatisfaction in it. The pro- 


vidence of God has diſpenſed unto every 


man his portion in this world, with a 


mixture 
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mixture of good and evil; and every 
prudent man is contented with that al- 
lay, and takes it as it comes :—But, if we 
ſeparate the bitter from the ſweer, and 


make our potion all luſcious and plea- 


fant in our youth; what ſhall we do 


when we come to the dregs, when all 


the bitterneſs remains ſettled at the bot- 


tom, and God himſelf puts trembling 


into our cup beſides ?—It was well ob- 
ſerved by a wiſe Heathen, that true joy 
is a ſerious thing. And a wiſer than 


he has ſaid of laughter, that it is mad- 
neſs; and of mirth, what doth it“? — 
Alas! the laughter and mirth which the 
wiſe man there ſpeaks of; the ſinful, 


frothy, noiſy mirth that generally accom- 


panies the riot and extravagance in 


which the young, and I fear too many 
of the old men of this world, fo freely 


indulge themſelves ; this mirth, I ſay, 


- inſtead of doing them ſervice, does them 


a world of miſchief : it effeminates their 


' ſouls, and deludes them with falſe ap- 


pearances of happineſs ; it brings them, 


as it were, into a ſhady pleaſant vale, and 
there ſoothes and careſſes them for a 
while, till at laſt they find that it is but 
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the valley of the ſhadow of death, where 
a ſnake lies lurking in the graſs, and the 


brood of the old ſerpent ſtill haunts the 


bewitching tree. 


Thus finful joy and pleaſure 1] bas 


into a fool's paradiſe, and there leave us 
to confeſs and lament our folly when our 


true paradiſe is loſt. They ſeduce us 


out of the manly, rugged paths of virtue 
and honour, into a ſmooth and ſeemingly 
even way; and then draw a miſt before 


our eyes, that we may not ſee the preci- 
pice and gulf to which they lead us: 
they give a looſe to our paſſions, take us 


off our guard, and banith that wiſe and 
ſerious habit of thinking, which, under 


God, is our beſt defence. Rejoice, O 


young man; but know, that whilſt thou 


layeſt thy boſom thus open, by intem- 
erate and ſinful mirth, thou doſt but 
invite the tempter to enter in and dwell 


there; and ſo, inſtead of filling thy 
heart with true joy, thou emptieſt it of 
all thy virtue, and admitteſt into thy 
ſoul a viper that will at laſt prey upon 

and devour thy very heart. But let us 


go on to conſider this ironical advice of 


the Preacher; Rejoice, O young man, in 


thy youth, And, when we think ſeri- 
1 | 5 Brom - ouſly 
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ouſly of Mt pray what is youth, that it 
ſhould occaſion ſuch rejoicing in it? 
*Tis a time of weakneſs and inexperience 
in all; and, for the moſt part, 1s it not 
ſo ill managed, as to prove a reproach 
and ſorrow unto our old-age ?—Is this 
a fit matter of ſo much joy? Is this a 
proper ſeaſon for us to rejoice, when we 
are ſowing the ſeeds of a long and bitter 
repentance ?—lIs this a time to give the 
reins to our fancy, and truſt our virtue 
without a guard, when our reaſon is ſo 
weak, and our paſſions lo ſtrong, that we 
really do not know well what we are do- 
ing ?—But youth, ſays the young man, 
is a time of bodily ſtrength and vigour; 
_ our ſpirits are then active, and our hu- 
mour is gay; and therefore moſt perſons 
in that period of life look upon plea- 
ſure as their portion, and rejoice in their 
lot, and fo reſolve to go on and purſue 
it at any rate: which reſolution the 
Preacher continues ſcemingly to encou- 
rage; Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart chear thee in the days of 
thy youth, i. e. improve all opportuni- 
ties of joy, encourage thyſelf in pleaſure, 
and let not the apprehenſions of any evil 
come nigh unto: thy ioul. This 1s the 
ſpring- 
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5 ſpring-time of the year, when all things 
are freſh and fragrant, and nature itſelf 


is in its prime; and therefore it is fit we 


alfo ſhould comply with the chearful- 


neſs of the ſeaſon, and enjoy the bleſſings 
that are before us. This is the purport 


of the wiſe man's irony ; and, were he 


in earneſt, how few young men are there 
but would rejoice in ſuch doctrine! _ 
Youth, like the ſpring, is indeed a 
time of hopes; but what is it that makes 
the ſpring ſo ? Why, *tis only the hopes 


of a joyful harveſt ;—then is the proper 
time for joy. And juſt fo, *tis nothing 
but the proſpect of what he is to be 
when he comes to man's eſtate, that can 
authorize and juſtify a young man's 
1 is but a common paſ- 


age into the world; and according as 
our ſtation in the world is like to prove, 


* 


ſuch ſhould our paſſage be. It may lead 


us into a priſon as ſoon as into a para- 


diſe; why then ſuch unlimited joy in 


the expectation, before we know the re- 


ſult? Why ſhould we make our misfor- 


tunes, when they come upon us, prove 
more uneaſy, by means of this diſap- 


pointment, and flatter ourſelves with the 


hopes 
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hopes of a glorious harveſt, which per- 
haps we never may reap ? 

Youth eis a time of growing ſtrength 

and vigour: but, alas ! how ſhort is 


that time, and how uncertain is that 


_ ſtrength !—How liable is youth to be 
ſupplanted by a diſeaſe, or to be ſnapt 
off by an untimely death | Or how cer- 
tain is it to be ſwallowed up in a few 
years by impotent age | Yea, even 

whilſt we reflect upon it, we grow old; 

and our ſtrength decays and wears away 
by the very uſing of it. — Thou mayeſt 
_ rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
thy heart may chear thee in the days of 
thy youth; but know, that theſe days 
are few, and whilſt thou rejoiceſt in 


them, thy youth not only flies away, but 


the extravagance and aps cg of thy 
Joys ſhortens thy youth, and makes thee 
grow old before thy time. 
All this the young man, ignorant as 
hei is, cannot but know: but prudence 
is a contradiction to his years, and fore- 


caſt is the thing he hates; and he will 


not conſider, nor think, whether, or how, 
he is to live for ever. IT hough his une 


derſtanding, young as it is, could inform 


him better, yet l he perliſts to follow 
= thoſo 
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thoſe counterfeit, ironical directions ih 
my text, to walk in the ways of his 


heart, whatever happens to foul, body, 
or reputation; and will. not depart from 
following the fight e of his eyes, for all the 


duly, blind morals m the world : and 


therefore, as his fancy leads him, and 


on, and reſolves to allow himſelf the full 
ſcope of his preſent inclinations, without 


any regard to things to come. What a 


terrible, whar a dangerous courſe is this! 
Alas ] age itſeif, with all its temper and 
experience, ſtands in need of good ad- 


vice: why then ſhould a young man 


think his heart ſo wiſe as to truſt it with- 
out a guide? Tis a dangerous thing for 
the wiſeſt man to lean unto his own un- 


derſtanding z and very few are fo fooliſh 
and felf-conceited as to do fo in the af- 
fairs of common life, Upon what con- 


fidence then does this young man pre- 
 ſume, with reſpect to eternity, that he 


alone ſhould walk in the ways of his 
heart, and the ſight of his eyes, whilſt 
yer his eyes are ſhort-ſighted, and his 


heart deceitful ? that he ſhould ſet up 


all his fails, and ſteer himſelf by the di- 
ten of his own extravagant and wild 
; imaginations, 
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imaginations, without conſidering how 
many fatal rocks and quickſands lie in 
his way, too deep for him to diſcover, 
and yet too high and too numerous for 
him to eſcape? And yet, tell him of his 
danger, and he does but deſpiſe the in- 
formation : he looks no farther than the 
ſurface; and where the face of the ſea is 
ſmooth, he apprehends none of the dane 
= that ate out of ſight.— Therefore he 

ſtill preſſes forward in his (courſe, diſ- 


defires no better authority for what he 


does, than the warrant of his own de- 

luded eyes, and the approbation of his 
_ own weak, wicked, and miſguided 

Thus he comes forth full of his 
youth, and rejoices in it, like a giant to 
run his courſe, and reſolves to purſue 
his pleaſures, though it be to the de- 
ſtruction both of them and of himſelf, 
His fooliſh, inconſiderate heart is like the 
ſtubble, *ris quickly in a flame; and yet 
he is never well, nor eaſy, but when he 
is playing with the fire; and if he can 
but get ſome preſent ſatisfaction from 
the warmth, he lets it burn on, without 
conſidering that the fire which heats 
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him, conſumes him too; and that the 


ways of his heart, inſtead of prolonging 


his youth, or his life, lead him directly 


to the chambers of death. 1 
And thus I have endeavoured to diſ- 


cuſs the firſt branch of my diſcourſe, by 


ſhewing the follies and dangers of youth, 


and how.ſtrongly our youthful inclina- 
tions naturally lead us unto vanity. But 
before I proceed farther, let me obſerve, 
that if the raſhneſs, the ignorance, and 


the inexperience of youth are no ſuffi- 


_ cient excuſe for ſuch a fooliſh, irreli- 
gious courſe of life; how much more 
inexcuſable are they who continue the 


fame practice in their riper years, and 
carry their youthful vices up with' them 


into manhood, and thence to the very 


grave !—Yet, alas! how common is 


_ this !=——Yea, how E it, I may ſay, poſſible | 
that it ſhould be otherwiſe ? For, youth 


is the ordinary and proper time to mo- 
del our hearts into any frame : then our 


faculties are freſh, active, and vigorous, 
our will compliant, our underſtanding 


not prepoſſeſſed; and at theſe tender 
years we receive impreſſions with eaſe, 


and by uſe and practice retain them to 
great perfection. Now, this being the 


cale, 
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5 caſe, and our young men being ſo'very 
profligate and irreligious as they gene- 


rally are, being guided only by the fight 
of their own eyes, and following and 
delighting in nothing but the ways of 


their own heart, how is it poſſible, I ſay, 


but theſe youthful vices will grow into 
deadly habits ?—=And will not thoſe paſ- 
ſions, which we ſo indulge and cheriſh in 
our youth, grow too powerful for all the 
reaſon and conſideration of manhood, 


and ſo prove the ſhame and reproach 


of our old-age, maugre all its gravity 
and experience? - And yet, would theſe 
young- old people, as I may call them, 
but ſeriouſly think of it; — how unbe- 
coming the reaſon and ſtate of a man are 
the extravagancies and wild frolics of 
youth ? and how diſagreeable a thing is 
a grey head and a childiſh heart? When 


experience and years have ripened their 
reaſon, improved their underſtanding, 


and given them a judgment of diſcre- 
tion; at leaſt ſhould and might have 


done ſo; what a ſhame is it to deliver up 


themſelves to the guidance of their pa- 


ſions and the government of their luſts, 


their irregular unreaſonable inclinations; 


and, forgetting the gravity of their age, 


0 
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to be carried away, like children, by 


every toyiſh ſport and trifting plea- 
ſure? How abſurd a ſight is it, to ſee 
a man's ſoul and body fo unequally 


yoked, that his vices ſhould not only 


keep up with, but outrun his ſtrength ;_ 


and that with the reaſon and conſidera- 
tion of manhood, and under the decays of 


a feeble age, he ſhould affect and purſue 


youthful luſts, and its vain and ſinful 
pleaſures ?—When we have had ſo long 


experience of their vanity, who could 
think that we ſhould not yet be convin- 
.ced ?—When we have enjoyed ſo many 
opportunities of exerciſing and improv- 


ing our virtue, what a reproach is it to 


dur nature, that we have made no pro- 
greſs all this while in the only buſineſs 


of importance we have to do in the 


world? — How can we lee our own. 
nakedneſs and not be aſhamed ?—How 
can we hear the voice of God and not 
be afraid ?—Tis he that upbraids our 
folly, in my text; tis he that denounces 
judgments againſt ws; and though the 
ſentence is tranſmitted to us through the 


Preacher's harids, yet the voice is the 


voice of God, and fo ſhall certainly be 
accompliſhed.—If then thou wilt rejoice, 


2 O young: 
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O young may, in thy youth, and let thy 


Heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, 


and continue to walk in the corrupt ways 
of thy heart, and in the deluding fight of 
thine eyes now thou, and be aſſured, 


| that for all theſe. things God will bring thee 
into Judgment. 
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Rye vice, 0 young nan, in thy. 415 and let 
thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 

- youth, and walk in the ways F thy heart, 
and in the fiobt 4 thine eyes: but 'Fnow 
thou, that for all theſe things God will 
11 thee into e 12205 


TAI I 8 1 1 1 my 
text is taken, may be called the 
Recantation of Solomon: a man ſo ex- 
traordinary, both in virtue and vice, 
that, except it was our father Adam, no 
N ever roſe ſo high, or had fo ru a 
all 
How long he 0 in his ex- 
travagancies is uncertain; but, through 
the grace of God, he did return to him- 
ſelf at laſt, and gave warning to all that 
ſhould come after him, to avoid thoſe 
deſperate courſes which he had run. Re- 


T2: membering 


100 FEarly Pitty inculcated, 
1 what it was that ſeduced 
him at firſt, where it was that he loſt 
his way, and upon what rocks he had 
ſplit; namely, by walking in the ways 
of his heart, and in the ſight of his eyes; 
he ſets up a beacon, and affixes a warn- 
ing, for the direction and advantage of 
all poſterity :==for, in this book, he re- 
counts all the follies of his youth, and 
the excurſions and irregularities of his 
riper years; his fond purſuits after plea- 
ſure and mirth, women and wine, and all 
things which vain, intemperate, and in- 
conſiderate men are apt to ſet their 
hearts upon; and, 8 repreſenting 
them to the utmoſt advantage, at the 
foot of the account he ſums them all up 
in a cypher: Vanity of vanities, ſays the 
Preacher; all, none excepted, is vanity ; 
yea, not only vanity, but vexation of 
Fpirit—Bur, left unthinking men ſhould 
reckon all the vexation of ſpirit ſuffi- 
_ ciently balanced by the pleaſure, vain as 
it is, of walking in the ways of their heart, 
and in the fight of their eyes, the Preacher, 
in the cloſe of my text, adds a grave and 
peremptory intimation of a worſe con- 
ſequence of ſuch a courſe: But know 
thou, lays he, that for all theſe things o_ 
9 9 „ 1 
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_ will bring thee into judgment ; which, no 
doubt, was one of thoſe confideritions . 
that had at laſt reclaimed the Preacher ; 


Himſelf. 
In the tenth and 88 welter of the 


| twelfth chapter of this book, we read, 
that the Preacher ſought to find out accep - 
table word:; words that ſhould pierce as 


 gaads, and ſtick like nails faſtened in the aſ- 


| ſembly by a maſterly hand, And certainly 
theſe words of my text are ſuch ;—=very 
apt and Pope to ſtrike our affections, 
x themſelves in our memory; 
and, if they are but believed and looked 
upon as a certain truth, enough to cor-- 
rect all the looſeneſs and irregularity. of 
our minds, and to make us give over 
walking in the ways of our heart, and in 
the ſight of our eyes, and to take à better 


and to 


courle.—And, in order to this great and 


good end, 1 'propoſed, in diſcourſing 


from theſe words, to illuſtrate and lay 
before you theſe two particulars : 


' 1ſt, The natural inclinations of youth, 
and how ſtrongly they lead us unto va- 
nity. — This 1 have already ſpoken to 
Pretty fully; and ſhall proceed to con- 


ſider the ſecond, vix. 


The curb that is put upon us by re- 
ligion; and how much more reaſonable 
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102 Baß Pie ieh incy 1 ated, | 
it is that we ſhould;comply with the aps. 


prehenſions of a Future Judgment, than 


to walk in the, ways of our own heart, and 


Know thou, 


in the fight of our own eyes. 
lays the wile man; 1. e. be aſſured of this” 


_ great truth; for there 18 not the leaſt, 


room to doubt of it, or difbelieve it. 


And indeed, whatever ſibertines and free- 


thinkers may affect to ſay, the doctrine of 


greeable to their will 


a future judgment. is agreeable enough 
to their underſtanding; but on! dia- 
15 and to t at = - 

Which they have choſen and reſolved to 
place VE intereſt.— The ways of their 
heart, and the fight of their eyes cannot 
ſtand the trial of judgment ; and there- 
fore they would fain perſuade them- 
ſelves that there is no ſuch thing as an 
after reckoning. But *tis not in the 


power of the linner's fancy and wiſhes 


to alter the nature of 1 or reverſe 
the decree of God; to diſſolve the con- 


nection between folly and repentance, 


and to prevent the conſequence of Judg- 
ment upon fin. *Tis appointed for all nen 


once to die, and after , eath the judgment. ; 


ow much more prudent | a  courle 


would it therefore be, to alter thoſe prac- 


tices which, are within our power, and 


145 N comply 


j 


I lO TIT * 
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: comply with thoſe divine dectees which 
are unalterable ! To forſake the ways of 
our heart, and the fight of our eyes, "which : 

make us ſo averſe to the thoughts of 

judgment and, ſeeing we cannot bring 

_ down religion to the level of our irr 

lar lives, to raiſe up our lives to the rules 
which it preſcribes; % deny ungodlineſs 

and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly righteoufs 

by, and godly in this preſent world; looking 
for that bleſſed bope, and the plorious ap: 
praring of the great God and our Saviour 

Feſus Chriſt, when he Joall come 10 Judge 

ihe living and the dead. 

We lee to what a prodigious degree 

of folly and extravagance we might be 

carried by the inclinations of nature and 
the heat of youth, did not the expectas 
tion of that great account check thoſe 
inclinations, and cool our hearts into 
ſome ſerious thoughts. This grave con- 
ſideration is enough to confound our 
luſts, and baffle our enjoyments; and 
when we look to the ſword hanging over 
us, we ſhall have but little reliſh or the 

_ dainties that are before us. This is the 

great power of God, whereby he over- 

rules the intemperance of man, and cor- 
rects our folly, by ſhewing us our dan - 


F 4 ger: 


*** ——— —— — 
Nane —— — : 
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ger: Rejoice, O young man, &c. but know 
 thou.—But how ſhould a young man 


know, when his eyes are ſo dazzled 


with vanities, his heart ſo prepoſſeſſed 


with pleaſure, and his ſpirits ſo full of 


joy, that he has left no room for ſuch 


melancholy conſiderations? And as for 


thoſe judgments of God, they are fo far 


out of his ſight, that he is, he ſays, at a 


| Joſs whether there be ſuch a thing or 


not. The Preacher indeed tells him ſo; 


but for this he hath only the Preacher's 


word,——Nay, but *tis the word of God 


: tells him ſo; and he himſelf at laſt will 


find it ſo; and then he will with that he | 
had believed the Preacher ſooner, —T hen 


what comfort will he receive from all the 
rejoicings of his youth? What will it 
then profit him to have walked in tbe 
days of his heart, and in the ſight of his 


eyes, when that indecent liberty, which 
he ſo unreaſonably uſed, ſhall end in an 
odious confinement, and he ſhall reap in 


tears what he ſowed in joy ?—Then all 
the former. delicacies of his life will 
ſerve only to make his death the more 
intolerable; and the ſhort-lived plea- 
Iures of his youth will but increaſe the 


ſenſe of his never-dying pains. HO 
Ot We diſmal 


SM 
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diſmal will be the remembrance of his 
ſin, when he ſhall conſider, that it was 


only the walk ing after thoſe ways of his 


heart that has brought him into this 


place of torment; only truſting to the 


{ſight of his eyes that has loſt him thoſe 
pleaſures for evermore, which eye hath 
not ſeen, nor the heart of man con- 
ceived? And can he think that all the 
entertainments of his youth were worth 
this? If he was put to his choice again, 
would he, upon ſecond thoughts, ſubmit 
to the exchange, and once more give up 
his ſoul for nought? Why then does he 
not take warning, before it is too late, 
now, whilſt his ſoul is in his own keep- 
ing? Why does he not ſecure his hap- 
pineſs before that dreadful day comes, 
When his negligence may be repented of, 
but can never be retrieved ?—Since he 
knows that there remains a fatal ac- 
count, why does he not take care to 
come prepared ?—Since he knows, that 
for all theſe things God will bring him into 
judgment, why does he not ſtudy to pa- 


cify his Judge, and fit himſelf for mer- 


cy ?—When the irreverſible decree is 

once paſſed upon him, then what would 

he not give to reverſe the ſentence? 
Ze F 5 What 


* 


burning within him as never goes out: 
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5 


of the body, or what ſin of the ſoul 


What luſts of the fleſh, what Reaſge | 
would he not forego and. give up, to re- 


deem himſelf? And how will he wiſh 
that the ways of his heart had been cor- 
rected long ago, though it had been by 


ane the ſight of his eyes, and pulling 


but thoſe deceitful glaſſes that betrayed 


him? 


Tis a melancholy thing to reflect on 5 
thoſe pleaſures that ſhall be no more, and 


for a man to think that he hath been 
happy; but it will be much more mi- 


ſerable and tormenting, to think that he 


might have been ſo for Ever, —He knew 


the terrors of the Lord, and would not 
be perſuaded ; he was often admonifhed 
of his danger, but would not be con- 
vinced ; and now ſhall he be forced to 


acknowledge, and ſay, I am juftly pu- 


niſhed for my unbelief! now am I per- 


ſuaded with a vengeance !. 


3 # 


| Indeed, it is ſuch reflections as theſe 
that aggravate the puniſhment of the 
unbelieving, impenitent, and obſtinate - 
ſinner, and increaſe the torments of hell. 
;tfelf, This is a worm in his conſcience , 
that never dies; this is ſych a heart-. 


— 


tis 


Diſc. VI. | _ recommended: 107, | 


tis a folly for which he can never excuſe, | 
himſelf; and the remembrance of thoſe 


ways, which were the vain and vicious 


entertainments of his youth, will prove 


his torment to all eternity. 


All theſe are moving and diſmal con- | 
Gidarations, —An- wounded ſpirit is the 
moſt exquiſite pain; and the wrath, of, 


God in Judgment i is what no mortal man 


can bear: tis ſuch a burthen as the 
young man, with all his ſpirit, cannot 


caſt off ; and the old, inveterate, hardy. 


ſinner is not proof againſt it. But ſtill, 


how ſhall the young "man know, and be 


convinced, that this is true? We have, 
indeed, the word of God to vouch it;. 
but it is that God whoſe power the ſin- 
ner has defied; and then what hearing 


or credence will he give unto his word 7 
But we have not only the word of God 


for this great truth (and ſure even that 


alone might well ſatisfy us) but we have 


the voice of nature too to ſecond theſe 
truths of our religion; we have the uni- 
verſal ery and conſent or all mankind.— 


Mie may aſk ſuch as pretend to diſbe- 


lieve another life, what is the meaning 

of thoſe preſages of their own hearts; 

that active moving principle within them, 
F © Which. 


„ nh e i, 


which gives them a boundleſs deſire to 
live, and ſhews them ſome confuſed 


proſpett of a vaſt time to come? What 


1s this but ſome glances of their immor- 


tality, ſome dawnings of an eternal day ? 
And do they not know, that God will 
then bring them into judgment From 


whence then proceed thoſe ſtartling ap- 
prehenſions and remorſes in their fouls, 


which all their obſtinacy cannot ſtifle, 


and all their intemperance cannot re- 
move? This certainly is the voice of 


God within them; the forebodings f 
hell, and the prelude to a future judg- 
Let the young man then fortify him- 


ſelf ir fin, and intrench his ſoul within 


his pleaſures; though he think them 


ſecret as the darkneſs, and quiet as the 
grave, yet the eye of God will break in 
upon him. Both His eye and His hand 
can reach us when we are moſt retired ; 
and though fig-leaves may hide our 


ſhame from the light of men, yet all the 
trees in Eden cannot ſhelter us from the 


_ preſence of God. Even our own obſti- 
. hacy and fin, ſtupid as it is, can give us 


neither diverſion nor relief; but, though 


we have hardened our hearts like the 


nether 


Diſc. VI. and recommended. 109 
nether mill. ſtone, yet God makes them 
ſoft again, and prepares them for the 
impreſſions of his wrath; puts fears and 
terrors into our ſoul, and then gives the 


deadly blow. ; 
All this the ſinner knows, though he 


will not confeſs, It is not death alone, 
but ſomething after death, of which he 
ſtands in awe : it is not the fear of being 
reduced to nothing, that diſturbs his 
pleaſures; he would willingly compound 
with God for ſuch a ſtate as that, and 
would gladly give up his foul for loſt, fo 
his body might not be tormented in this 


flame : he does all he can to perſuade 


himſelf that he dropt into this world by 
chance, and ſhall fink out of it into no- 
thing: nay, ſuch a death as this is the 
utmoſt of his ambition; *tis what he has 
uſed himſelf to all his life; a ſtupid un- 
profitable ſtate, wherein his foul and 
-reaſon have been buried all this while, 


and has only ſome perverſe motions, 
ſome ſenſeleſs works, to prove that he is 


alive. — But, for all theſe things, God will 
bring him into judgment; and God knows 
to what a fatal ſum all theſe things may 


amount, or what may be the fatal con- 
iequence | When all our evil deeds ſhall 
5 be 
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be expoſed i in the ſight of that God, whoſe | 
eyes are too quick to overſee, and too 
pure to behold iniquity, the leaſt we can 
expect is, that he ſhould remove us and 
our ſins together, that loathſome object, 
from his preſence; a puniſhment ger 
than we can bear |! 
And now, the ſinner may walk on in 
the ways of his heart; and, if it ſeems 
good in his eyes, he may trample upon 
virtue and religion too; he may run. 
down all reaſon that oppoſes his luſts, 
and look upon this world as made for 
his diverſion, and the other for his ſcorn: 
and deriſion: yet till there is a ſecret 
reſentment in his mind, that will re- 
venge the quarrel of religion ;, a fad 
miſgiving in his heart, which tells him 
there is a dreadful account to come, 
and whiſpers in his ears, that for all tbeſs 
things God will bring him into judgment. 
Conſider this, O young man, and then 
rejoice if thou dareſt, and let thy heart. 
chear thee; if it can: For to what purpoſe 
ſhouldeſt thou truſt to he bt of thing 
eyes, when thou knoweſt not how ſhortly 
thou ſhalt be deprived of them,. and. 
when thou knowelſt that God will bring 


- thee to a ſtricter and ſeverer judgment & 
Why 


; 
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| Why mouldeſt thou follow be ways of 
thine own heart, when ſhortly thy very 
heart and thy ſtrength ſhall fail thee, 
and when this very heart of thine, 
which flatters and betrays thee now, at 
| laſt will accuſe thee, condemn thee, and | 


| torment thee? 


Since, therefore, the judgment, which 
we apprehend is ſo ver 7 dreadful, and 


our ſins oe us 10 much reaſon to be 
apprehen 


lies neareſt to our heart, that the coſtli- 


neſs of the preſent may be an unde- 
niable argument of our regard and love 


for him, and an effectual recommenda- 


tion of us to his favour. and mercy.— 80 
early, ſo lively a ſacrifice, will be ſure 
to be accepted. — But if we firſt allow 
the 


ive of it; What remains, but 
that we make timely proviſion for our 
ſecurity, and immediately begin a wiſer 
courſe of life, than to walk in.the ways f 
our bearts, and in the fight of our eyes. 
Let us no longer dally with our deſtruc- 
tion; let us no longer trifle with God's 
judgments, nor live in ſuch diſmal ſuſ- 
pence; but let us offer up unto God our 
darling vices now, whilſt we have ſome 
Pleaſure in them, and preſent him with 
125 fin of our ſoul, whatever it is, that 


112 Earh Piety inculcated, 
the decays of age to come upon us, and 
our pleaſure to abandon us; when we 
muſt be virtuous by force, and no 
thanks to us for it neither; then, alas! 
how earneſtly ſhall we wiſh that we had 
given up our youthful joys in time, 
when we might have had heaven for 
them in exchange.—Therefore, let us 
look farther than the dim eyes of fleſh. 
can carry our views. — Let us, with the 
light of faith, penetrate into the inviſible 
and eternal world; and, as the Apoſtle 
ſays of himſelf “, let us walk by faith, and 
not by fight —Let us think ſeriouſly on 
what the Chriſtian religion teaches us 
concerning ourſelves : that our bodies 
muſt be buried, and this whole world 
burned ; but yet it triumphs over death 
by a general reſurrection, and opens all 
into an eternal ſtate.— It has placed us 
above our bodies, above the world, and 


above death, and tells us that we ſhall be 


_ preſent at the diſſolution of all things; 
that we ſhall ſee the earth in flames, and 
the heavens wrapt up like a ſcroll; that 
we muſt ſtand up at the general reſurrec- 
tion, and appear at the univerſal judg- 
ment, and live and fare for ever, accord- 


* 2 Cor. V. 7. 


ing 
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ing to our behaviour here, when all that 
our hearts have deſired, and our eyes have 
ſeen in this world, is paſſed away and 
gone, like a tale or a dream. 
Let us then be perſuaded in time, to 
check the intemperance of our luſts; let 
us mortify the ſinful deſires of our 
hearts, and correct the vanity and wan- 
dering of our eyes, before they have run 
us upon a rock, from which we can ne- 
ver diſengage ourſelves. Let us re- 
ſtrain and abate our immoderate deſires 
of airy pleaſute, and endeavour to poiſe 
and refreſh our ſouls with more ſolid, 
ſerious reflections.—Let us confider, 
that one part of us is the offspring 
of Heaven, and of divine extraction; 
and therefore, that it is far below us to 
be wholly taken up with pampering or 
amuſing the fleſh.—Ler us remember, 
that God. ſent us into this world to go- 
vern and ſubdue it, and accordingly has 
endued our ſouls with reaſon, and a 
graceful majeſty and gravity, that ſo we 
might bring all his creatures under our 
command.,—Why then ſhould we ſuffer 
them ſo perpetually' to make ſlaves of 
_us '—-\Vhy ſhould we tamely ſee our- 
ſelves led captive by that world which 
| 5 


wr 


is below us z be drawn to and fro wit 


cords of vanity, and made the ſport of 
every temptation? — Let others, then, 


rove about for ſuch fantaſtical, ſinful 
delights, Who have no ſolid joys to dwell 


upon; but let us make it our chief bu- 

ſineſs to correct the vanity and extrava- 
vagance of our nature, and make his 
law to be our only rule, at whoſe judg- 


ment- ſeat we muſt appear, and by warns 


ſentence we muſt ftand or fall. 


Let us live in the ſigbt of His over, and 
walk in the ways of His heart, ſo may we 
ſincerely rejoice in our youth, and our 


heart may cbear us in our riper years; 


and when old-age ſhall come upon us, 


we may even long for that time, when 
our bleſſed Lord ſhall bring us, and all 
his faithful ſervants, to a judgment, not 
only terrible, but comfortable. 

God give us all grace ſo to live, that 
we may have the joyful hope of this 


at the hour of death, and find mercy 


: of e in n tl ny of Judgment. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 


' OUR AFFECTIONS OUGHT TO BE 


FIXED ON GOD ONLY. 
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PROVERBS xxiii. 26. 


My ſon, give me thine heart. 


Tx many due of TAE bo of Pro: 
verbs, Wiſdom and Religion are ſyno- 


nimous terms, or words that ſignify the 


ſame thing: as their oppoſite, Wicked- + 


_ neſs, is as often branded with the igno- 
minious name of Folly, and the ſinner 
with that of Fool.-Nay, Wiſdom, in ſe- 
veral paſſages of both the canonical and 
apocryphal writings, is uſed to ſignify 
God himſelf, efpecially the ſecond per- 
Jon of the ever-bleſſed and glorious Tri- 
nity, the Logos or Word of God ; as par- 
_ ticularly, Prov. iii. 19. The Lord by wiſ- 
dom hath founded the earth. Or, as Wil- 
dom ſpeaks in the eighth chapter, 257th 
and auth veries: When he prepared the 


beavens, . 


118 Our Afton ought to be 
heavens, I was there; when he ſet a compaſs 

upon the face -of +he-arep 3 when-be eftabbifh- 
ed the clouds above; when he ſtrengthened 
the fountains of the deep; when he gave 
the ſea his decree, that the waters ſhould 
ue, paſs his commandment ; when he ap- 
pointed the. foundations of the earth : then 
das T by bim, as one brought up with him; 
and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 
_ before him. All which is plainly applied 
by St. John to the Lagos, or eternal Son 
of God: In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The ſame was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him; 

and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. Now, whether we ſup- 
poſe that it is God himſelf, or Religion, 
that Solomon introduces as ſpeaking in 
my text, it makes no eſſential difference; 
for religion is nothing elſe but the duty 
we owe to God, and the way to the en- 
joyment of him; and therefore, the ſet- 
ting our hearts ſeriouſly and ſincerely to 
the work of religion, is the ſame thing in 
effect as giving our heart to Gd. 

_ Man is fo formed by the wiſe Creator 
of all things, that he naturally and ne- 


5 ad St. John i. I, 23 Jo 


ceſlarily 
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ceſſarily places his heart upon ſomething 
or other, in order to attain a ſupport of 
that weakneſs, and a ſupply of thoſe 
wants, which he finds in himſelt. And 


hence it is that the ſons of men are en- 


gaged in ſuch various, and many times 
oppoſite purſuits ; becauſe ſome ler their 
hearts upon one object, others upon an- 

other, as the only thing that can ſupply 
all their wants, or, in other words, make 


them perfectly happy. It is true, there 


are ſome things which we Know will ſup- 
ply. our wants only in part; and there- 
tore, on theſe we beſtow only a propor- 
tionable ſhare of our affections: but 
whatever thing we apprehend to be that 
on which our happineſs depends moſt, 
and the want of which will make us moſt 
miſerable, on this we place our hearts 
moſt; this we defire above every thing 
elſe ; and for the ſake of obtaining this, 
we will chearfully forego every leſſer 
pleaſure or enjoyment. This was what 
the philoſophers called man's /ammun 
bonum, or his chief good; and what our 
Saviour, in the goſpel, calls a man's 
_ treaſure : Where your ireaſure is (ſays he) 
there will your hearts be alſo. = Now 
there are two things in general which 

55 offer 


4 
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offer themſelves to mankind, as can- 


didates and rivals for their hearts or af- 


fections; viz. God, and the world; or, 
the things of this preſent life, and of the 


future: and reaſon, revelation, and ex- 


perience, all concur in teaching us, that 
we cannot give our hearts to both. A 
man indeed muſt have two hearts, and 
two ſouls, before he can give an heart to 


God and an heart to the world too; for 


no man can have more than one chief 
agen ers hence it is that che Apoſtle 
10 


fitively pronounces, that if we love 


tbe world, the love of the Father is not, 
cannot be in us. — Too many, I know, 
have thought to join both; but it is 


becauſe they underſtand neither; for 
theſe are rivals whom *tis impoſſible to 
reconcile ; maſters whoſe intereſts and 


commands are fo oppoſite and contra- 
dictory, that we cannot ſerve both of 
them: and therefore, thoſe men are moſt | 


wretchedly deceived, who think to di- 


vide their hearts between them; to com- 


paſs heaven, as it were, with the one 
hand, and earth with the other: for the 
wiſdom of God has decreed it otherwiſe; 


and the acquiſition of $c.e world, as it is 
all that is allowed, ſo is it enough to 


take 
9 e 


-.. Hoare. 
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take up the whole man; to employ his 
heart; i. e. all the powers and facul- 
ties of his ſoul, and ſo leave nothing of 
him to be employed in acquiring the 
other. Behold then, and wonder at the 
aſtoniſhing goodneſs and condeſcenſion 
of the great and good God, who gave us 
our being, all that we are, and all that 
we have; and conſequently can need 
nothing, or be profited by nothing that 
we have to give him! And yet, how 
does he vouchſafe to ſolicit, a d even 
court our affeftions! My ſon, give me 
thy beart.— Vea, on this he ſets ſo great 
a value, that our love is all the price he 
has been pleaſed to ſet upon glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality, and the eternal 
enjoyment of himſelf; ſo that there is 
nothing ſo great and glorious which a 
creature is capable of, bur God is ready 
to give it a man in exchange for his 
It is therefore highly, nay abſolutely _ 
| neceſſary, that we ſhould often look into 
the ſtate of our own hearts, and con- 
ider, with ſtrict impartiality and atten- 
tion, upon what it is that we have placed 
our affections : whether we have com- 
plied with the gracious invitation and 
1 85 e I 


ca Wh 1 heavenly, Farher herz, 
ei 09,30 07 een IKE FG. 
dae ſet our hearts. upon ſome, one; ar... 
other of the, alluring. vanities of this 
worlds: Few men, indeed, but will 
profeſs, that God is the great object of, 
their love: nay, I am afraid, there are 
70h many ho deceive themſelves wich, | 
* YH OG that it 18.10 ; for, nor 
thing is ſo deceitful as our own hearts, 
ang in nothing are they more apt to de- 
ceive us than in this very point, — In 
order then to prevent us from thus 
impoſing, upon ourſelves, I ſhall, enz, 
tokens, whereby, we may, be able to 
judge whether we have, teally given our, 
hearts to God, or to the world After 


which, 1 wall eddeavour,to perſuade hen, 
by ſome ſuitable motives and arguments, 
to yield your hearts unta God, , 
I, then, If God js really poſſeſſed af, 
our hearts and affections, tis certain he 
will be always uppermoſt, and molt. fre- 
* quently in our thoughts; ſo that whats... 
ever elſe we may be employed about, 3nd F 
although our law ful worldly buſineſs, and 
the, neceſſary cares and occupations. of 
this life, may engroſs the greatelt part of 
"ys 5 | BUF 


1 
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ov e in the'power of |} 
ele chings to drive 0 the py OY, — 
out love our' 75 6ur” min 9 81 © Fa 
mifckſt of all out worldly cares, and Gi 144 
_ botirs, gur hearts will riſe above them, 14 
and carry out minds naturally to that iy 
object 'w ich 'we eſteem and love as our 
chief good. —You cannot but be ſenſible 
that 'rhis is the Caſe with ref ect to, 
worldly things. Whatever thing 8 
Pare. we. have once fixed our ove_ 
upon, our 1 7 are always running 
after; for ong love is fach 4 bias 
U pon che m d, that ? tis as impollible 
E mah tg live and not to breathe, as 
not to think often, nay, almoſt con- 
tinually, upon the chief object of his 
alfectlons. And therefore, if we have 
ſincetely given our hearts to God, we 
ſhall not Wi it enough to beftow ſome 
tranſient ſcattered thovghits upon him 2 
noh and then, and when we have no- ö 
ching Elſe to do, or are not allowed to 
do "ay. thing, elle: This, tis to be 
feared, is the caſe with too many : But 
che man who, truly loves God, raiſes 
hichſelf into the Divine preſence. as oft 
as Ne cat, by devout contemplation; and, 
Acer e cannot 1 70 perfonally 1 re- 
tire 
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tire often from the world, but wuſt coil 
and i e for the neceſſaties of life, 
and in fulfilling the duties of that ſtation 
in this world, wherein Providence has 
ſeen fit to place him; yet ſtill his heart 
is in heaven, and his converſation to. 
He often fixes his thoughts upon that 
_ glorious throne where the Lamb of God 
fitteth for ever and ever :—he often con- 

fiders how happy they muſt be who ſhall 
be admitted to behold the Author of all 
perfection ;—yea, who ſhall partake of 
bis glories, Who is the Fountain of all 
glory and happineſs :>he thinks, with 
unſpeakable pleaſure, of that infinitely 
merciful and good Being, who can make 
us happy by infinite ways; who can ſup. 
ply all our defects, ſatisfy all our deſires, 
and in whole bleſſed and glorious pre- 
ſence nothing can be wanting. — Theſe, 
and ſuch thoughts as theſe, are the chief 
entertainment of his mind; the ſubjects 
he takes moſt delight to ſurvey and me- 
ditate upon.—Whereas, to a man whoſe 
heart is devoted to the world,” all theſe 
thoughts are quite unpalarable, andeven 
nauſcous; he has no reliſh\for then, or 
delight in them. As the” Pfalmiſt e. ; 
Pe elles it, See not in all his thoughts + 

| 10 — : or, 8 
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oe lift at any time by chaneg he enters 


there, the man is uneaſy, and, as it were, 
out of his element; and the proſpect of 


any luctative purchaſe, or any ſenſual 
enjoy ment upon earth, is what he takes 


more delight to think of, than all the 


eternal joys and glories of heaven.1 
2. Another mark by which we may 
know. whether we have ſurrendered our 


hearts to God, is, our readineſs to part | 


with any ching that comes in competi- 


tion with: his love and ſervice, In vain 
do we pretend to love God, while we 


prefer any thing to his friendſhip and 
favour, or chule to ſin, rather than to 


foffer, when his providence is pleaſed to 
call us to a ſtate of ſuffering. At is true, 


a man may not always have an opportu- 
nity of having his love put to any ſevere 


trial of this kind. —lIn' times of peace 
and. proſperity, - his religion and his 
worldly; intereſt may go hand. in hand' 
together. But even then, the man who 

0 loves God, will endeavour to be 

always in 4 readineſs or preparation of. 


mind, to part with all his worldly en- 
joyments, if need be, rather than offend 
his Gd, or wound the peace of his own 
eonſcience. Not but it is poſſible a man 


8.3 may 


I eee 5 re 
1 
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may. gecejve himſelf as to this point, 
until he is brought to an actual trial.— 
An over. con ſident perſon may, like St. 


Peter, 1 imagine that he would die for his 


God, rather than deny or offend. him; 


Whillt, on the other hand, a ſincere, but 
humble and timorous Chriſtian, may be 


very apt to fear, that, auld God put 


him to any ſuch ſevere trial of his love, 
bis faith and his courage would fail him. 


But the beſt way to judge of ourſelves 
as to this point, is to conſider our beha- 


viour at ber Gos and \ whether we have 


already, for God's ſake, chearfully and 
heartily given up thoſe things, which 
rizner his word 55 commanded us to 


Part with, or his providence. has ſeen fit 
10 take from us. 


For example — God 1 haz commanded : 


us to put away from vs all gur corrupt 
and vlle. luſts 3180; ſubdue and. + che _ 
all our ſenſual and diſorderly. SPY CE | 
But be who will not do this upon God 
command, we may d epend up — wall. 
never part with his life for God's ſake. 
He that cannot endure, the little; ſeveri- 
* of TROSLU 


8 


cation, in hardly Ae 


1 


„Agio r We are &rigtly commanded 
ve 
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by God to beſtow a proportionable ſhare 
of the temporal goòd things Which he 


hath given us, upon the needy and ne- 


ceſſitous.— But he who will not be per- 


ſuaded to do this; he who cannot find 


in his heart, notwithſtanding all our 


Lord's ſtrong commands, and molt 


I bountiful promiſes, to expend any con- 
ſiderable part of his worldly goods iu 
Pious and charitable -uſes; you may be 


| certain, if Chriſt mould call him to 
forfake all, and follow him, he would 


kurn his back upon his call; and though 


: Perhaps, like the rich young man in the 


golpel, he might go away ſorrowful, as 


eing loth to leave his hopes of liewven, 5 


zer; away he would go, leaving Chriii, 
f and cleaving to this world. 
Once more. God, in his infinitely 


viſe and good providence, often ſees fit 
to deprive us, though not of all, yet 


erhaps'of ſome of our greateſt worldly 
props and comforts.—The wife of our 


the friend whom we love as our own 
ſoul, is taken from us; —or our enemies 
are permitted, in ſome great degree, to 


prevail againſt us, and to deprive us of 
: lore conſiderable part of our ſubſtance, 
2 G 4 by 5 


1 


doſom, the child of our affections, or 


be certain, would never nalunt ne, 


| voluptuous, or ambitious: man, while + 


Chriſt; who lives the life of God, and 
endeavours to ſerve him, and do | | oe 5 
duty faithfully in time of peace: let not 1 
ſuch an one be oyer-ſolicitous what he 


* 
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by fees or fraud, by oppreſſion or inj ago 1 


15 tice, in ſome ſhape or e Or tome 


and tempeſts, or ſome one or other of 85 


thoſe events which we commonly, though 
very improperly, term accidents, have 


overtaken us, and reduced us to poverty, 


or at leaſt brou = us much nearer to it 


than we were before. Now, he who cans 
not ſubmit to any thing of this kind, 
with that humility, patience, ealmneſs, mY 
and reſignation which: God requires, bar” 


either becomes quite ſunk: and diſpirited 
under his affliction, or breaks out into 8 


violence, impatience, and murmuring 
againſt Providence this man, we maß 10 


with life and all, for the ſake of God and 
4 good conſcience. In fine, no covetous, 


remains ſuch, will ever love or reliſni the 
doctrine of the crols, or take! it 8pp if be 311 
can ſhun 1 it. 9 1 — 3191440. 
But, on the Sheds, ad 125 araly 91 ® 
mortified Chriſtian, whoſe heart is dead 
to this world, and ſpiritually riſen with 


* would 
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would do in time of perſecution 7 let 


him only reſolve to do ares de e. | 


and humbly depend upon the grace an 
goodneſs of God to ſupport and Tab 


him. Let him comfort himſelf With ss 
ſure promiſe of God to all good Chriſti- 


ans, which is made by St. Paul“; God 75 


faithful, abo will not ſuffer” you 1 = | 


tempted above what ye are able to bear; 
| but will with the temptation alſo mate a 


way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear 


it. Another ſtrong mark of our having 
given our hearts to God, is, our having 
earnelt longings and deſires for that 
bleſſed place, where the moſt perfect 
enjoyment of him is to be found.— The 
man whoſe body is burnt up with a 
raging fever, may as well not deſire a 
drop of water to cool his tongue, as the 
ſoul will fail of deſiring to be in heaven, 
where it looks for the enjoyment of the 


ſupreme object of its love. Every. mam 


Who knows and conſiders what it is to 


be completely andeternally happy, muſt _ 


deſire it; and ' whoever has a well. 


grounded. bope of 15. cannot but 8 


Ar 


TON 721 an, Mo 15. 
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For ir. © try & 


in hi 
A e aher frequ 
them cannot base excĩte We moſt Kueſt 
deſires of being as cloſely and intimately 
united to thats as *tis poſſible for a crea- 
ture to be. The ſoul will pant for 
God, as the bart panteth after the  water- 
elit It will (as the Pfalmiſt expreſſ- 
eth it) 2e athirſt for God, even for the liv- 
ing God, and long to appear before bis pre- 
ſence. It will find nothing in heaven but 


him, nor any thing on earth deſirable in 
compariſon of him; and will therefore, 


1 0 St. Paul, have a defire to depart 


from this vain world, and to be with C iſt, 
which is better.—1f we do not find in 
_ ourſelves theſe longings and defires after 


our heavenly bliſs, *tis certainly owin 

to ſome defect in our love of God, wy 
that the joys and glories of heaven; have 
not yet made a ſufficient imprefſian upon 


our hearts; for, had we the taſte and 
_ reliſh for them "that they deſerve, had 


they once captivated. our affections, they 
would not fail to raiſe in us a propor- 


tionable contempt of all inferior enjoy- | 
ments : they would make us ready 
cry out, in the words of the Plaloniſt, 


0 that 


cc 
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0 that 1 bad wings Ake a. 45 3 for then 


| could. I flee away, and bt at re 


But,..athly,. The laſt and ſureſt mark 


of all, of our love to God, is, our ſincere 
and univerſal obedience to his laws; our 


endeavouring, without reſerve or excep- 


tion, to keep all his commandments, — 
And this L Wal endeavour to prove and 

illuſtrate unto you fully, on another oc- 

caſion. In the mean time, and indecd 


trequently throughout the whole courſe 


ot our lives, let us lift up our hearts to 


God, and make our addreſſes to him, in 


thoſe excellent words of the church, 
O God, who haſt prepared for them 


& 
TG 


all that we can deſire, through Jeſus 
oy hei our Lord. — 


: Cate the Gt \ Sunday after Trinity. | 


* 
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that love thee ſuch good things as pals 
man's. underſtanding ; pour into our 
hearts ſuch love towards thee, that 
we, loving thee above all things, may 
obtain thy promiſes, which exceed 
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PROVERBS xxiii. 26. 


My fon, give me thy heart. 


ALL religions, and each different ket 
of every religion, are agreed in. 
making the love of God to be, as our 
Saviour calls it, the firft and great com- 


wandment : and all men, who pretend to 


any religion at all, will profeſs that they 
love God; that he is the ſovereign 

maſter af their hearts and affections. 
Yer nothing is more certain, than that 
too many deceive themſelves as to this 
point; and that, however much the love 


of God may be in their mouths, his great 


rival, this world, has the zeal poſſefſion 
of cheir hearts. 


In order chen to guard us againſt de- 


7 ceiving 
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ceiving ourſelves in this manner, 11 ro- 


ſed 10 lay down certain marks, 0 70 6 


ens, whereby | we may be Able to 
judge whether we have ſincerely og” 
our hearts to God, as our chief good, or. 
have ſet them upon ſome other object. 
And of theſe. 1 mentioned che three fol. 
lowing: 

ft, That F: God be really. paſſed | 


of our hearts and affections, * will be 
always uppermoſt, or moſt frequently, 


in our thoughts. So that though the 


neceſſities of this life, or the ſtation 
wherein God hath placed us in the 
world, may employ us outwardly; yet 
ſtill in our hearts and minds we all be” 
often ſoaring above all theſe ſublunary 

things, and darting our thoughts to that 


happy place where our chi treaſure is 


to be found. 


2dly, That another's mth of our nav 


| 850 yielded and given up our hearts to 


God, is, our readineſs to part with any 


ching that comes in competition with 
his love and ſervice, — When God calls 


us to a ſtate of ſuffering, if we chuſe to 
make free with our conſcience and our 


duty, and to ſin rather than to ſuffer; * n 
or if, when any temporal loſs or afflic- 
tion 


2 
* 
* 
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better. 
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tion COmes.upon; us, we do, mot, Hear i 
wich that reſignation and. patience, th aT 
d. ready acquieſcence in the 


; 


: 


calmneſs, a 
ine will, 


actual ſuffering, yet, if we truly love 


God, we ſhall always endeavour to be in 
_ a readineſs and preparation of mind for 
it, ſhould, it happen to be our lot 
And I pointed out, likewiſe, the beſt rules 
whereby to judge whether our love to 
e this kind, m7 
zzadly, Anether mark of our love to 


God would 


- 


$4 7 


All theſe topics I ſpoke to in my for- 


mer diſcourſe; and concluded with men- 
e tioning 


a ſtrong, ſymptom. that there is ſome 
other object, which holds a higher place 

than God in our hearts and affections. 

And, even when we are not in a ſtate of 


God, is, our baving earneſt deſires and 
longings for that bleſſed place, where 
the moſt, perfect enjoy ment of him is to 
be found. "The heart that is duly. im- 
pregnated with. divine love, will look _ 
with contempt. upon all other enjoy- 
ments, and often and earneſtly deſire to 
be diſauiſſed from this vain, troubleſome 
world, and zo be with Cbriſt, which is 
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-tioning one other mark of our love to 
God, Which I am now to inſiſt upon, : 
and. that ts, ſincere and untverfal obedi- 


ence to his commandthents.— This is 


the ſureſt mark of any; and accordingly 
is, as it were, the only teſt of our love 
that God himſelf in the ſcripture con 
ſtantly requires. — Thus, when he ſays, 
in my text, My ſon, give me \thy beurt, it 
immediately follows, as a proof of our 
having done fo, and let thine eyes obſerve 
my 4vayi.——g0 Kkewile, in Moſes's laft 
* to the Iſraelites “, he tells 
them, And nom, Hruil, what dotb the Lord 


y Cod require of "thee, but to fear the 


Lord thy God, and 10 love bim; an 10 
walt in all Bis ways, 


Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 


and to ferve" the 


all thy-foul;, to keep the commandments of 
the Lord, and his flatutes, which I command 


bee this day, for ti good? And our Sa- 


viour himſelf inculcates the ſame ching, 


ſtill more diſtinctly and ſtrongly; and 

that, no doubt, becauſe he forelaw; that 
though this de the beſt · and cleareſt evi- 
deneec of their love to God, yet it is the: 


one that many men would chiefly wil to. 


* Deut. x. 12. 


be 


_ that: me ave in bim: For ibis is the love 
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he) Keep my commandments : He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that. lfveth» ne. | Agrecably to which, 
his beloved diſciple (Who, as he leaned 
more nearly upon his maſter's breaſt, 
ſeems in this point, to have been more 


particularly inſpired with his Lord's 
ſentiments) tells us, in his Firſt Epiſtle, 


5 N 0/0 kes het h ; his word, in him verily” 15 


of God perfectad. Hereby know we 


of Cad, that wwe \keep bit commandments. 


And again, in his 2d Epiſtle, ver. 6. This, 


__ faith: he, is love, that we wall after bis 
command ments. And indeed, what is ra- 
effect chat it produceth ? Is it not a 


deſire to pleaſe the perſon beloved, and 
& complacency and ſatisfaction in pleaſ- 
ing him? Now, the only way whereby 


we can pleaſe God, is by ſincerely en- 
deavouring to obey his holy laws, and 
to become as like him as we can, in 
thoſe virtues and moral perfections 


which he hath propoſed for our imita- 
don. And therefore, till we find this 


St. John xiv. 15, 21. 


1 HT ARNE 


proof 


—— — — — — 9 


r 


- - wer 0 


* — 


latisfied with any 
| haps) think ke? el of God in high 


and fatal deluſion for, as they 
tranſgreſs, or neglect to obey the Divine. 


_ thoſe who pay a chearful an 
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proof of our love to God, let us not reſt 
2 her. We may, per- 


raptures of admiration and praiſe z fs 
if we are naturally of z warm imagina- 
tion and ſtrong paſſions, we may fancy 


char theſe rapturous thoughts and ex. 


ins are ſufficient evidences of our 
love, and that While we employ our- 
ſelves. in ſuch delighrful contemplations 


as that of admiring the Divine perfec. 


tions and excellencies, we. need not be 
ſollicitous, or very ſerupulous, as to the 
exactneſs of our obedience to the vine 
laws. But this is a-moſt uhwarra MR. 

who 


laws, are ſtiled the enemies of God; and 


are ſaid to hate him, and to be A vari- 


ance or enmity with him; die only : 
'wiverſal 
obedience to his commands, that he ll 
look upon as having truly loved him. . 
Ze are ny friends, ſays our Saviour, if ye 
do whatſoever I command you * and his 


words are ſtill more em hatical; bo. 
Hur foail 6s the will " my Father who 


* St. John XV. J 


is, in heaven, the, ſame. is u brauter; and 
Alter, and moiber *,..  Plainly; tellmg us, 


that he will acknowledge no relation, 
but what ariſes from religion only, nor 


regard any declaration or profeſſion of 


love towards him, which is not accom- 


panied with obedience to his commands. 
And this, by the way, may be matter 
of great comfort to many ſincete and 


fear, and ſerve God, and make it appear 


that they do ſo, by a regular, virtuous, 
and religious life; but yet, becauſe they 
do not ies in themſelves that ſenſible: 
warmth of affection, or thoſe ſublime 
tranſports, which ſome, pretend to, or 

perhaps really have, they are apt to be 
Fae and ſuſpect that they do not love 
God ſincerely, and as they ought... But 


let not, ſuch perſons be diſcouraged; - 
for though I cannot, as ſome do, deſpiſe 


all pious heats and.tr anſpor ts, and im- 


pute t em wholly to enthuſiaſm 3 yet . 
certain it ĩs, we muſt not truſt too much 


to them, as if they were the only infal- 


lible marks of true love to God. They TE. 
may often proceed from mere mechanical 


cauſes, as I may ſay; from the tempe- 


* St, Matt, xii, 50. 


rature 
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rature of our body, and the wartnth of 


our paſſions and imagination; and Where 


they are not accompanied with” 4 holy 
and virtuous life, oy are of no value, 
nor in the leaſt to be depended v n. 


Bot when a man is conſcious to himſelf, 
that it is his chief ſtudy and care ta 


pleaſe and imitate God; to obey all his 


| commands, and become as like him FOE 
- poſſible; in truth; | righteouſneſs, and 


goodneſs; he needs no other — be can 
have no ſurer evidence, that his heart 


is ſincere and right towards God for, as 
the tree is known by its fruits, even o k 


is the love of God beft and moſt ſorely” 
known by à ſincere, univerſal,” con- 
ſtant, and chearful obedience to his com- 


mandments.— And thus I have diſ- 


patched the firſt general head of my 
diſcourſe; and pointed out ſeveral marks 


and tokens by which (and eſpecially by. 


the laſt" of them) we may be able to 
judge, whether or not we have really” ; 


given God the poſſeſſion of our hearts. 

Allow me now to mention ſome motives 
and conſiderations to perſwade us thus 
to give our hearts to God; 1. e. to Loe a 


upon him as out c Pre good, and 


make 


Diſc. VIII. le God ub 143 


make him the great het of our af . 
fections. 5 10 —— 
1ſt. Let me obſerve, chat this 4 is the — 
only way to enable us to bear the af- BY 
flictions and difficulties, we muſt un-. j 
voidably meet with in this life, with 
fortitude, equanimity, and conſtancy. 
Man is barn to trouble, as Ihe ſparks I 
 upizard ; and this is the peculiar ad- 
vantage of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, 
that it alone can furaiſh men with a 
juſt and reaſonable. ſupport, under all 
poſſible calamities and ſufferings. The 
nde when,, dangers and calamities 
ſurround him, has nothing to do, but 
deſperatelʒ ad 1 give himſelf 
up for. 10 . and either meanly fink un- 
der them, or madly endeavour. to end 
them (as too many do) by ruſhing on his. 
own deſtruction.— But the good Chriſ- 
tian, who. loyes: God, and has a well- 
grounded hop e of the eternal enjoys. 
ment of 1 in heaven, has a. je 
noble faundatign for courage and con- 
ſtancy ; has reaſon not only to endure, | 
but even to deſpiſe the greateſt ca- 
lamities he can meet with in this world.— 
Let a 800 en loſe his kant : 
is 
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his health, or his eſtate ; yet, if the 
darling of his thoughts, his honour, and 
his fame, continue entire, his ſpirit will 


ſtil] keep up.—Let a voluptuous man 
be ſtripped of his credit and good name, 


yet his pleaſures and ſenſuality, while 


they remain, will relieve and comfort 


bim; —or, let a covetous miſer have both 
pleaſure and honour taken from him; 


yet, ſo long as his bags are full, and 


the golden heaps gliſter in his eyes, 
other loſſes will affect him but Intle,— 
And juſt fo it is with the man whoſe. 


treaſure is in heaven; whoſe heart and 


affections are fincerely devoted to his 


God. — Secure of his favour, he looks 


with a kind of holy indifference and 


contempt upon every thing elſe that 


can be taken from him.—-He ſees the 
captain of his ſalvation made perfect 


through ſufferings, and leading him 
the way to eternal glory, through po- 
verty, perſecutions, and death: Why 
then ſhould he grudge to ſuffer with, 


AA e e ee Whenhs konws - 
he ſhall be infallibly glorified with him? 


To be ſure, it is only our ſetting too 
great a value upon any of our temporal 
comtorts or bleſſings, that makes us 

= 


+ 4 
Pads 
. o & i 


4. , Sapp he 
obliged to part with them. .y 
up rhe complaint of Micah “, 


upon, that he makes his god, and adQres, 


' whether he be 


i 27 4 WHILE 7 Ts % 
malt be of all that this world affor 
no wonder if he becomes ſpiritleſs an 
wretched; abject and forlorn 


4% KW w 3 4. 


” 


Bur rhe jan whole heart and ee 

tions are in heaven, is ſubject to no ſuch» 
diſtreſs or diſappointment. He does not 
account any thing here his chief good; 
and therefore, though he may ſcem trou-, 


bled on every, fide, yet he is not diſtreſſ- 


ed; thoygh, perplexed, he is not in de- 
ſpair; e he is not 


forſaken 3 though caſt down, yet he is 


nat deſtroyed ; yea, though to appear- 
» HL 20 TH 7 77 3 9 FEN highs A ns. ER | 
ance in a forrowful ſtate and condition, 


Pa #. 03: 4 on $7 AS $5# $ . *& "WM r * 
yet is he always rejoicing.—Such 1s the 


account St. Paul makes of himſelf and 
rens C213 48643 44 6% M ET 3 N N 
the other apoſtles, in the midſt of all 


rheir perſecutions and ſufferings; and 


* Judg, xvin. 24. 


the 


e arc 
[4 „ne 
We e 
0 of Micah , and als 
ready to cry out, Ye have taken away. 
ot OW SER 6 ot 158 *% aff” TH. 2 wi,” 58 
my gods, aud what Have T amore © for : 
. whatever a man ſets his heart ; moſt 


be ſenſidle of it or: nor; 
and therefore, when he is depried gf 
this, as ſome time ot other every man 


48 . 4 ten tobe , #5 


Jo N bovever 
bo e 85 r 
1 his rb fferings, has a 


of joy within him, that the, whole 
is not able to take from him. 
Ef may not indeed be able to 
A oe temporal eſtate 3, but it can 
ke his calling and election ſur z it 
ſecure to him the loye, and ayour, 
eternal, enjoyment . 


, wes e infi oy, and unſpeakably 
, more; v able th an all the eſtates, plea- 
ures, and greatnels, of the world. 


1.4 


And this leads, me to obſerve, i in the 


; ſecond due That by thus ſetting our 


hearts 1 God, and, upon the glorious 


and bleſſed ſtate he hath provided for us, 
we ſhall not only fortify ourſclves a- 
gainſt all misfortunes, but even find 
more preſent joy and delight, than the 


world and all thar | is in it can give us. 
— All earthly enjoyments whatioever 
are mixed and imperfe& : they are too 

worthleſs and mean in their very nature 
to ſatisfy the heart of man; that heart 


which God made for his own peculiar 
uſe, and on purpoſe that he might dwell. 
in it himſelf.—80 chat let the man of 


this 
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this world, 28 among al 1 17 
ments, fin e out chat one whith 
thinks the beſt, che fulleſt, aide 


fined of all, and offer it to his reaſdh and 


affections; and after he has poſſeſſed it 
the utmoſt, then let him fa 


that I can deſite and with for. No, t = 
way be furfeited, but they cannot be f 


tisfied ! And therefore we ſet th m A 


ways running abbur in queſt of fgme 


new object, to ſupply the defects of 


their former enjoy ments. And befide 
all this; the poſſeffion of all-our world! 


comforts is ſo very uncertain, that this 
alone is enough to ſtrike * damp . * 


our hearts, even when in the fülleſt 

tion of them. On the other hand, dhe 
pleaſures of the mind are more rational 
and pute; and when theſe pleaſures atiſe 


from the proſpects that rehgion gives 


us, they are ever more and mote en- 
terraining and reviving —Thiy Crow in 


ſtrengtb as we grow in age; and are 
eber F unſeaſonable or diſtaſteful. For 
they fi the mind with a chearfulneſs 


and. ſerenity,” which attends it at all 
times,” and upon all ocrahons, Hence 
the apoſtle. exhorts us fo earneſtly, 


Th | H 2 Rejoice 


5, if he eib, 
Wich this I am fatisfied; here I have all 


—— — — —j—0 


14 Our Aﬀedtions ought i to e 
23 4. Pane in the rd. always, and again 


I ſay rejoice. "SAS, if he had. laid ; 
5 conſtant. in feflecting on your re- 
demption in Chriſt, and the inheritance 


which he has purchaſed for you; and 


Jun will find ſuch a fund of joy and 
rt, as cannot be exhauſted, And 


der what words can expreſs that in- 
Ward deligbt and conſolation, which 


muſt flow in upon the mind of a good 
man, when he Jooks up to his God, and 
thinks vpon the joys and glories of Hea- | 
ven? Flow w. low, and contemptible muſt 
all. earthly, thing ear, to the heart 
that is thus pa val 5 and how great 


muſt be the comfort of expecting from 
heaven the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
| change this vile body, that it may bs fa- 


ſbioned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
ing to the mighty working, whereby he is 2 
to, ſubdue all things unto himſelf ?—— 
Let us then be perſuaded to raiſe our 


; thoughts frequently from things tempo- 


ral to things eternal, and to have our 


converſation in heaven, whilſt we ſo- 


journ here on earth, that we may here- 


after be admitted to the everlaſting 


enjoyment and poſſeſſion of it. Inſtead 
of amuſing ourſelves with vain airy 
ſchemes 


* 
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ſchemes of ſucceſs and pleaſure here, 
let us fix our thoughts on that ſolid 
and ſubſtantial happineſs hereafter, 
which nothing but our own perſeve- 
Trance in fin can deprive us of. Let 
us often entertain our fouls with the 
love of God, and of the blefſed Jeſus; 
and with the tranſporting pleaſtres 'of 
that glorious place, where the Divine 
reſence is 'moſt eminently diſplayed; 
the hallelujahs of angels, the ſhouts of 
victory, the fruit of the tree of life, the 
ſtreams that water the Paradiſe of God. 
Let us think how inexpreſſible the Di- 
vine goodneſs is, that fo graciouſly'of- 
fers theſe ineſtimable treaſures to us; 
and how unbounded the love of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, who died to ſecure 
them unto us.— Such 'contemplations; 
if ſteadily purſued, will bring us equal 
Profit and delight; they will gradually 
wean our hearts from all inordinate af: 
fection to any thing here below; they 
will leffen our complaints, ſtrengthen 
our reſolutions, and help us to rejoice 
every day more and more, in hopes of 
the glory of God. lt is matter of daily 
complaint among the ſons of men, that 
our afflictions here are great, our temp- 
5 H 3 tations 
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_ tations ſtrong; and our comforts ſmall.— 
If then we defire to make our uneaſineſs 
kes, our enjoyments greater, and our 
. temptations weaxer, let us throw the 
comforts and proſpects of religion into 
the balance againſt them; and we ſhall 
ſoon feel the happy effect. Let us but fix 
dut eyes ſteadily on the recompence of 


reward, and that will break the force 


of the ſtrongeſt temptations.— Let us 
think of the joys and pleaſures of 
heaven; and that will make us eaſily 
bear with all the fatigues and in- 
conveniencies of our journey thither.— 
Let us often conſider, that we have 
but a little way to go, till we reach 
our father's houſe; the glories of which 
are ſo reſplendent, as to extinguiſh even 
E light of the ſun; and where the 
faints and ſervants of God, being fixed 

in the Divine preſence, enjoy one per- 


3 and everlaſting day, enlightened py 
97 


the great Sun of Righteouſneſs, who 
is always riſing, and never ſets,—Theſe 
_ conſiderations, if duly- imprinted upon 
our minds, are enough to overcome even 
the terrors of the grave itſelf; and to 
make us embrace with pleaſure that 
momentary death, which thus opens the 
door to an eternal weight of glory. Let 

1 99 93 
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us then be ſedfaſt and immoveable, always 
 abounding in the work af the. Lorg, foraſ- 


much as we know, that our labour is not in 


vain in the Lord. Let us ſhew, not only 
by our words, but much more by our 
actions, that God has really the poſſeſ- 


ſion of our hearts; for this we may de- 
pend upon as an infallible truth, that : 


: 9 we ſend our hearts to heaven be- 


fore us we ourſelves. hay: ner 0 5 
| W 0 enter Was. . 
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Give ve. me  Underfandin and 1 fall keep! 
thy Laws: 


value e Frm upon; and yet; alas | 
they who value themſelves' the moſt 
on this account, have commonly the 


leaft reaſon for it;—tt is indeed the 
moſt excellent of all human accompliſh- 


ments; and yet, few men ſeem to un- 


derſtand wherein the true excellency of 
it conſiſts. Some think themſelves very 
woiſe, if they can but look deeper than: 
other men, and ſearch out the nature of 
thoſe things that are uncommon and 


aoſtruſe others think themſelves very 


H. 1 under- 


5 WW 15DOM, or underftanding, is a 
7 thing which all men are apt to 


» 
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underſtanding, if they can but look far- 
ther than other men, and take in a wide 


compaſs of things that are remote, and 
inſigni ant: —Wherea way 
to excel in wiſdom, is to look higher 
than other men; to make heaven the 
object of our contemplation, and reli- 
gion the rule of our life. Which great 
truth is evidently implied in the words 
of my text. Give me underſtanding, ſays 


© only - 


wlll 
2 


the Pſalmiſt, and I ſhall Reep thy law ; 


_ plainly teaching us, that the religious 
man is the only wiſe man; the only one 


who has any juſt pretence to under- 
ſtanding, or true wiſdom.— For, man, if 
et: acts as a rational Being, muſt act from 

oper motives and inducements ; and 
11 lis actions mult have a tendency to 


ſome wiſe and. good end. — With reſpeet 


to himſelf, the main end of all, is the 
perfection and happineſs of his nature; 


the attainment of ſuch a ſtate, as will be 
moſt bliſsful and moſt laſting: and to 


urſue this end with conſtancy, and by 
juſt and proper meaſures, is true wiſ- 
dom as every deviation from it, or 
miſtake concerning it, is an equal de- 
gree of madneſs and folly, From all 


Wich it e that whatever bids 


faire 
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faireſt to rectify men's errors in judg- 
ment and practice, with relation to the 
true happineſs and perfection of human 
nature, 55 ſcheme, whatever it be, has 
the juſteſt title to be called wiſdom, or 
the perfection of underſtanding.— This 
is what the Scripture always aſcribes to 
religion, or the fear and the love of God, 
and the obſervance of his laws. As Job 
ſays „ © The fear of the Lord, that is 
** 4oi/dom, and lo depart from evil, is un- 
* derſtanding.”  ** The fear of the Lord 


(cays the Pſalmiſt) is he beginning of 


deiſdom; a good underſtanding have all 

_E they that do thereafter.” And Solo- 
mon, throughout the whole book of 
Proverbs, diſtinguiſhes religious and irre- 
ligious men by the oppoſite titles of wiſe- 
men and fools, — In diſcourſing there, 
fore upon this ſubject, my e de- 
ſign is, to ſhew, that this teſtimony of 
the excellency of religion is by no means 
partial, or too favourable; but that it is 
exactly agreeable. to truth, and the na- 


ture of things. And this I hope will ſuf. 


ficiently appear from theſe following 
vonſiderations. iſt, Thar the end re- 


„ ee. als 


| ligion 


6 of God's Lau, 


ligivap 


this 880 4s not im 


mean time have the moſt happy influ- 


_ ence; upon us, in all our other circum- 
ſtances, employments, and purſuits.— 
Each of theſe points I ſhall endeavour 
to illuſtrate: only give me leave o 

bent this general obſervation. 


The greater part of the follies and dil. 
appointments: of mankind ; or, rather, I 


may ſay, all of them, proceed from one or 
_ of theſe cauſes : — that they — - 
e to themſelves low and baſe ends; 

8 Loch as are abſolutely, or probably at 
leaſt, out of their reach; and conſe. 
quehtly, all their labour, in the purfoit 
of theſe things, is vain ;—or, if they at. 


tain, hat they propoſed at firſt, they 


find little or no ſatisfaction in theſe 

things, and conſequently are as miſer- 
able as when without them: or, laſt of 
all, they involve themſelves in purpoſes 
and en, which are contradictory, 


or 


opoſi the nne unh welt 
-worthy of ag rational fol- adly, That 
inaryyort beyond dur 
reach; but attainable by us. Zdly, That: 
when attained, i it will fully anſwer all our 
expectations and deſires.— And athly,. 
That, even before the chief and ulti- 
mate end of it is attained;\ it will in the 


j 
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or inconſiſtent the one with the other: 
and this neeeſſarily occaſions to them a 


muſt fittely-deſernt: the noble character 
and appellation of the wiſeſt and moſt 
prudent of men, who purſues the moſt 
noble ends, provided they are attain- | 
able, or fairly within his reach; and 
vided likewiſe, that they win be 
cient to anſwer all his purpoſes — 
attained; and, in the mean time, and 
While be is in purſuit of them, will in- 
volve him in no perplexity or ſelf. con- 
tradiction, but will on the contrary tend 
more than any thing elſe, to his preſent 
happineſs and peace. And how far this 
is the religious man's caſe, is what I now 
propoſe to ſhew, from the ſeveral conſi- 


dJerations, which I am to ſpeak: to. 


Iſt, then; L ſay, the end wich religion 
Propoſes to man, is the moſt noble and 
moit worthy of a rational foul. =» For, 
what end is ſo noble and worthy in it- 
ſelf, as the procuring the love and fa- 
vour of Almighty God, and the ad- 
vancing his glory in the world? What 
end ſo worthy of a rational foal, as that 
of anſwering the deſigns for which God 
W ic into being? Nou, theſe 55 
| tne. 


7 


gee draiofp ain and diſquiet. He then 
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the very ends, which religion [propoſes ; 
theſe are the ends which the good man 
purſues bath ily. and conſiſtently; 


and which he takes 7— wiſeſt and moſt ef- 
fectual methods to attain. Every intelli- 


gent Being, who allows himſelf to think 


at all, muſt be ſenſible of his dependence 
on chat Supreme Being, to whom he 
owes himſelf and all that he has; and on 
whoſe favour. or diſpleaſure his happi- 
neſs or miſery. —_ 


depend. Every 
man of common ſenſe muſt know, how 
little he can really do for himſelf; be- 


cauſe he can neither govern the powers 
of nature, nor command the paſſions 
and appetites of his fellow- creatures 3 


and yet experience muſt convince him, 
that without he were able to do this, he 


cannot prolong his own exiſtence, or ſe- 


cure any one of his enjoyments ſo much 


as for a moment. Now, when a man 
thus finds that he cannot, by himſelf, 


command his own happineſs, pray, what 


is he to do? Why, ſurely, if he has any 


true wiſdom, his next recourſe will be to 
Him who. is beft able, and moſt willing 


to ſecure it: and this can only be the 


God of nature, whoſe knowledge is in- 


kaite, and his power boundleſs—He. 


alone | 
I 
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alone can know the various wants and 
diſtreſſes of men; he alone can, with any 
certainty, remove and redreſs tbem; and 
therefore, the ſecuring his love and 
friendſhip, his aſſiſtance and protection, 
is ſurely the wiſeſt end that any man 
can purſue.— Now, if this be our un- 
derſtanding, to labour after the love and 
favour of God, religion alone can be 
this true wiſdom : for both our own 
reaſon, and his divine revelation, agree in 
telling us, that this is the only proper 
means for procuring his favour and aſ- 
ſiſtance.— For, religion is plainly. no- 
thing elſe but the filial fear and love of 
God, and the yielding a conſtant and 
uniform obedience to his will, ſo far as 
it is known to us, or diſcoverable by us. 
And as it is our wiſdom to purſue it, 
becauſe it is ſo very beneficial unte us; 
ſo there is another thing which ſhews 
clearly the intrinſic wiſdom of religion in 
itſelf, and {trangly recommends it to us 
in that light ; namely, becauſe it is one 
conſtant, regular, and ſteady principle 
of action. Accordingly, we may ſee 
in fact, that the good man is ever 
ſteady and conſiſtent.— He has one ge- 
neral or chief point in view, which he 
7 5 Knows 
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knows to be well worthy of all his la- 
bours; and therefore he purſues it with 


all the vigour and uniformity it deſerves. 
All his actions tend one way; all his 
thoughts and refleftions center in it. 


We certainly. muſt-be ſenſible, that no- 
thing argues greater folly and weakneſs. 
of mind, than to be ever veering from 
point to point ; to be now in purſuit of 

ane thing, then of another; changing 


_ ſhifting the objects of our defire, or 
at leaſt the methods of attaining them, 
almoſt as often as our dreſs : this mani- 
feſtly implies, either a want of -judg- 


ment in the choice of our objects, or 
levity and ineonſiſteney in the purſuit 
of them. And it is therefore a farther 


and Ay argument of the 
religi 


$s man's wiſdom, that he never 
s reaſon. to alter his 1 


perience confirms ' his judgment of 
things; and every ſtep he takes in bis 
Progreſs-in piety, diſcovers new cham: 

and lovelineſs in it, and attaches his heart 
more and more to it: the farther he 
Proceeds, the more encouragement he 


finds; and the more he reflects, or looks 
back upon what is paſt, the more be is 


convinced, that 1 it maſt be his beſt un 


derſtanding: 
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derſtanding to purſue the end for 


which he was created; and that he can 
no otherwiſe do this, than by a truly 
religious courſe of life. — Indeed, I am 


afraid it may too juſtly be faid, that 
there are but very few, who beſtow any 


ſerious or laſting thought upon the 


end for which God gave them a Being; 
yea, made them rational Beings, i. e. en- 
23 
and a liberty as to their moral actions. 
When we conſider this, what can we 


dued them with a power 


ſuppoſe to have been the deſign of an 


all-wiſe and all- good Being, in creating 
us thus; but that it was in order to our 
diſplaying his honour and glory, in che 


contemplation and imitation of his na- 


ture and works; to magnify his good- 
neſs, and imitate his — z and to 


improve thoſe noble faculties which he 
has given us, by dedicating them to his 
ſervice; and by employing them, as far 
as we are able, in the ſarhe or like acts of 


goodneſs and benevolence to others, of 
which God has given us ſo wonderfully 


Mining an example, in every part of the 
creation? I ſay, what end leſs noble can 


_ we ſuppoſe worthy of an all-perfect and 
infinitely good Being, when he exerted 
W | D 40 75 8 : his 
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his Almighty power in giving us life 
and reaſo? And what is it to purſue 


this end, in a regular and unintertupted 


courſe, but, in other words, to be reli- 


pious? to believe in; obey, and glo- 
rify the God who made and redeemed 
us; to improve and perfect the foul 


that animates us; and to love, comfort, 


and do good to all around us? This, and 


this only, is true religion; and à due 
ſenſe ant} confideration of this, is that 


underſtanding which the Pſalmift ſo de- | 
voutly implores at the hands of God, in 
the words of my text. Give me un- 


derſtanding, t un, bender what J am, 
and for What purpoſe I was made. 
give me underſtanding, to diſcern, and 


wiſdom attentively to weigh and con- 
ider what are the moſt rational, the moſt 
noble and ſublime purſuits, in which the 
mind of man can be employed: give 
me this underſtanding, Kt the natural - 
conſequence will be, that I ſhall 'keep 
thy law. For, the laws of God are _ 


only means to attain theſe glorious 
ends; they lead us through the ſeveral 
ſteps, by which we mult advance to this 
final perfection: and therefore, to obey 
them is to know wiſdom. and inſtruc- 
tion, and to perceive the words of un- 

derſtanding. 
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iorſtanding.—— Which Wiſdom will ſilk 


further appear, when we have: conſi- 


dered the ſecond particular I propoſed: 
to {peak unto ;.viz, That the end which 
religion propoſes, 1s not only thus noble, 


but is likewiſe attainable by us. 


If it be wiſdom to purſue the moſt 


ok ends, it is only ſo, on condition 


that they be within our reach. To em- 
ploy our labour and application in the 


reach of any abſent good, how excellent 
ſoever in itſelf, which we can never at- 


train, were vain and unprofitable, and 


cherefore, very fooliſh, —And yet, this 


mark of folly evidently appears in 
moſt of thoſe views, which the world: 


calls great and noble. For, worldly 
men ſet their hearts and affections upon 
chings that are quite out of their own 


power; they propoſe attainments not 
only difficult and uncertain, but many 
of them abſolutely out of their reach; 

and therefore ſuch purſuits muſt needs 


end in certain ſorrow and diſappoint- 
ment. — Riches, for example, neither 
are, nor can be, every man's portion; 
and power and diſtinction are the allot- 
ments only of a few, But every one 


Knows, that many, yea very many, 
= place 
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place their whole happineſs in ;ahwle 
things; and therefore, the far greater 
part of that multitude muſt! neceflarily 
conſume their days m-vanity,/and.their 
years in fruitleſs trouble. And ac- 
cordingly, when their days are near an 
Wl... end, and death begins to ſtare» them in 
„ the face, many of them are then inge- 
| nuous enough to acknowledge, that their 
whole life has been (fooliſhly: waſted in 
mere deluſive dreams, and in hunting 
| or: ſhadows.—Bur che religious man 
has this advantage, that he cannot be 
diſappointed.— The excellent end he 
purſues, he is ſure to compals : it is 
Wl: not in the power of men or devils to 
baulk him of it, either by force or 
fraud.— It is in every man's power to 
believe the truths of religion; to be 
chaſte and temperate, juſt and benevo- 
| | lent, humble, pious, and devour: he 
1 may, if he will, through the aid of Di- 
vine grace, Which is never wanting 10 
any man, if he be not wanting to him- 
ſelf; I ſay, he may be continually en 
deavouring to improve his own facul- 
ties, and to promote the honour of his 
i* Maker. Every advance in chriſtian 
| graces and virtues, is a ſtep to perfec- 
tion; 


n 
: 
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tion; and whoever does moſt good to 
others, is ſure to do moſt ſervice to 


himfelE : he n ſure to improve his own | 
mind, and to pleaſe his God: he is ſure 
to draw down. upon himſelf the bleſ-- 

ſings of Heaven, and to procure the 


aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit: be is 


ſure to meet with no difficulty in his 
wal which: will be too hard for him to 
conquer, and to beſtom no labour, which 
Mall not meet with an abundant reward. 
And therefore, to labour after a con- 


ſcience void of offence towards God and 
towards man, is every man's true wiſ- 


dom; becauſe it is purſuing an end not 
only great, but within his reach. —It is 
in his own power, through the grace of 


his bleſſed Redeemer, to improve daily 


in it; and by ſo doing, ſecure that hap- 


pineſs hereafter, which will exceed his 
expectation, and is beyond expreſſion. 


And, this would naturally lead me to 


the third conſideration, by which I pro- 


poſed to ſhew the wiſdom of religion; 


Viz. That the end which it has in view, is 


not only the moſt noble, and moſt eaſily 
attainable; but, when attained, will fully 


anſwer all our expectations and deſires. 


Bur I ſhall defer ſpeaking to this now, 


and 


* 
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dude at preſent with a ſhort im. 
provement of What you” have already 
heard. And here let me addreſs my- 


ſelf in particular to theſe who are 


young, and who ate yet but entering 


upon the world, and have had little or 


nv experience of the vanity of all ſub- 


lnunary things. To theſe the ſeveral 
objects of ſenſe are continvally pre- 


ſenting themſelves; the gaudy phan- 
toms of honburs, riches, or ſenſual plea- 


ſores, are dancing before their eyes, 
courting and ſolliciting their àffections, 


and each of chem, as it were, crying 
with a loud voice, Here ! and here only, 


is true happineſs to be found! Whilſt 


wicked and irreligious men are, both 
by their example and diſcourſe, ex- 
preſſing their. contempt of every thin 


ſacred and ſerious : and, though their 


heart. does not fail, very often, to give 
the lie to theif tongue, they affect to 


treat a life of regular piety and ſtrict 


virtue, with the ſtrongeſt ridicule and 


ſcorn. Hence it is that the young and 


unwary are led ſo early into the paths 


of vice; and taught to deſpiſe all the 
maxims and precepts of true wiſdom. 


They are encouraged to follow Solo- 
| mon's 


- "G6 
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mon's ironical advice, as if he had been 
really in earneſt when he ſaid, Re- 
Joice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart chear thee in the days of 
© thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy 
<* heart, and the fight of thine eyes; buc 
they mind not the check that he gives 
them in the very next words, where he 
| ſhews them the precipices to which theſe 
headftrong courſes will lead them, and 
bids them be wile before it be too late : 
Fut know thou (ſays he) that for all 
** theſe things God will bring thee into 
judgment. And then, as the author of 
the Book of Wiſdom hath beautifully 
deſcribed it; “then ſhall the righleous 
man ftand in great boldneſs before the 
face of uch as made no account of bis 
* labours,” When they ſee it, they 
ſhall be troubled with terrible fear, and 
{hall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of his 
ſalvation, ſo far beyond all that they 
| looked for. And they, repenting, and 
groaning with anguith of ſpirit, ſhall ſay 
within themſelves, Ve fools accounted his 
© life madneſs, and his end to be without 
* honour : How is he numbered among the 
children of God ! and his lot is among the 
1 ſaints!“ 
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* ſaints! Such will one day be the 
thoughts and confeſſion of thoſe, who 
at preſent deſpiſe and revile religion as 
a fooliſh vulgar thing, and below the 
notice of their more refined and en- 
lightened underſtanding, as they vainly 
imagine. Let me therefore caution all, 
but eſpecially the young and unwary, 
to beware of the converſation of thoſe 
who ſpeak lightly of religion ; for, what- 
ever wit may ſeem to be in ſuch dit- 
courſe ; and poor and falſe wit it is in- 
| deed which is employed to ſuch a pur- 

poſe; they who talk thus, are utterly 
void of true wiſdom ; they neither know 

what they are doing here, nor conlider 
what is to become of them through all 
eternity.— Leave it then to the men of 
this world, to act and ſpeak as if there 
was no God in the world: theſe, how- 
ever high and honourable, however wiſe 
or learned they may ſeem at preſent, 
are utterly void of true underſtanding, 
and may juſtly be compared to rhe 
beaſts that periſh, But ſay thou unto 
wiſdom, Thou art my ſiſter, and call 
underſtanding thy kin, woman: and re- 
member that remarkable paſſage of the 
: Pſalmiſt, 
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Pſalmift, which I quoted before, The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; 
a good underſtanding have all they that do 
eee, ; the praiſe of it endureth for 


ever. May God grant us chis true un: 


e 
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PSALM cxix. 34. 


Give me Underſtanding, and I ſhall keep 


AS man is diſtinguiſhed from the 
lower part of the creation by the 
aig 45 4 and excellency of his rea- 
ſon; ſo it is expected from him, that 
he ſnould act up to the dignity of his 
nature, and employ his life, and all his 
noble faculties, to the purpoſes for 
which they were given him.—For a 
creature of his rank and quality to be 
occupied about mere trifles, and lie 
grovelling in ſenſuality; for an heir 
apparent of immortal life to be always 
purſuing the paths of death and deſtruc- 
tion; and for the image of God's own 
eternity to look no higher than the tran- 
LE litory 
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ſitory joys of .this world, and feaſt his 
imaginations with fleſh and ſenſe; this 


is a diſgrace to his extraction, a contra- 


diction to the end of his being, and ſuch 


an abuſe of his Creator's favour, good- 
_ neſs, and protection, as renders him very 
unworthy of its continuance, either here 
or hereafter.— It is therefore incumbent 
upon every. man, who pretends to any 


degree of wiſdom, to be always culti- 
vating that better part, which can only 
yield him true and laſting bliſs; to leave _ 
ignoble purſuits to mean and, ſordid 
{pirits, and the enjoyments of earth to 


thoſe who have no knowledge or defire 


of heaven; whilſt his ſoul aſpires at no- 
thing leis than to be wiſe as an angel 


here, and happy as theſe celeſtial Beings 
hereafter: which wiſdom and happineſs 
1s only to be attained by the belief and 


ractice of true religion, and making 


the laws of God the rule of our conduc, 


Give me underſtanding, and I ſoall keep thy 


law, ſays the Pfalmiſt; plainly intimat- 


Ing, that they who do not obſerve the 


laws of God are void of underſtanding ; 
and that true wiſdom and religion go 


hand in hand together. 


ln order to make it appear that this 
8 18 
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is not too favourable or partial a teſti- 
mony concerning the wiſdom and excel- 
lency of religion, I propoſed to confider 
the following particulars : 
ft, That the end which fein 
propoſes is the moſt noble, and 
moſt worthy: of a rational ſoul.” 
_2dly, That this end is not imagi- 
nary; or beyond our reach, but 
| attainable by us. 
3dly, That when attained, i it will 
fully anfwer all our expectations 
"and defires; 
And, Athly, That, till it is at- 
tained, it will in the mean time 
have the moſt happy influence 
upon us, in all our other circum- 
ſtances, employ ments, and pur- 
fun: 
As to the firſt of theſe, I ſhewed, that 
1 5 being unable to command his own 
happineſs, his trueſt wiſdom, and only 
ſafety is, to have recourſe to that Su- 
preme Being on whom it depends, and 
to ſecure his love and friendſhip, by obe- 
dience to his will, and by endeavouring, 
with all humility and gratitude, to an- 
{wer thoſe gracious ends for which God 
cave e him a being, and ſent him into this 
| world : 
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| world: And what were theſe, bur to be- 
| lieve in, glorify, and obey the God who 
made and redeemed us; to improve and 


perfect the ſoul that animates us; and to 
love, comfort, and do good to all around 
us? This, and this only, is true reli- 


gion; and a due ſenſe and conſideration 
of this, is that underſtanding which the 

Pſalmiſt ſo devoutly implores at the © 

hands of God, when he ſays, Give me 
underſtancing, and L. ſhall keep thy law. 


As to the ſecond point, T hat this moſt 
noble and rational end, which religion 


propoſes, is attainable by us; I men- 
tioned, that they who ſet their hearts 
upon any other end, propoſe things to 


themſelves, which are not only at all 


times difficult and uncertain, but are 
many times abſolutely out of their 
reach: whence it is, that the far greater 


part of mankind, when they draw to- 
wards the end of: life, find to their ſor- 


_ row, that they have only conſumed their 


days in vanity, and their years in fruit- 


leſs trouble. Whereas the truly Teli- 


gone man is ſure of the end he purſues ; 


for nothing can deprive us of the love, 


and favour, and protection of God, but 
the treachery of Gur own hearts, and our 
wiltul 
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wilful diſobedience to his holy and righ- 
teous laws. 
It is in every man's power, through the 
aid of Divine Grace, to keep a conſcience 
void of offence towards God, and towards 
man; to improve his mind, and make 
continual advances in grace and virtue ; 3 
and by ſo doing ſecure that future hap- 
pineſs which is beyond all our preſent 
_ expreſſions or conceptions. 
And this brings us to the third par- 
ticular which ] propoſed to illuſtrate, 
viz. That another proof of the wiſdom 
of religion 1 is this: — The end which it 
propoſes is not only moſt noble, and 
moſt certainly attainable, but when at- 
tained, it will fully anſwer all our ex- 
pectations and deſires. — Do but con- 
ider the nature of all the various enter- 
tainments and delights which this world 
affords, and which the ſons of men fo 
earneſtly ſet their hearts upon, and you 
muſt acknowledge they have univerſally 
this defect — that, though they ſatiate, 


they cannot ſatisfy. If they gratify one ; 


appetite, they leave others craving, —If 
they could indulge all the inferior facul- 
ties in the higheſt degree, the mind 

would till be reſtleſs, and anxiouſly 
16 aſpire 
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aſpire after higher gratifications. And 


even ſuppoſing they could gratify every 


appetite, bath ſenſitive and rational, they 
would fl be. wanting in duration, 


8 though not in degree; and, in the midſt 


of them all, the man would be in pain 
and diſquietude, for fear of daily loſing 


what he knows to depend on ſo precari- 

ous aà tenure as. frail human life. But 
the pleaſures and rewards of religion are 
allowed to be as pure and perfect as they 
are certain,-This is readily granted by 
all who admit that there are any ſuch 


things. — The glimmerings of reaſon diſ- 
cover ſomething of it; or rather, per- 


haps, I ſhould tay, it is a truth which is 
no ſooner propoſed and explained to us, 
than our reaſon acquieſces in it, and the 
teſtimony of revelation put it Wend all 


doubt. 

If we could ſuppoſe any thing want- 
ing in the rewards of religion, either as 
to the degree, or the duration of them, 


it muſt proceed from one or other of 
theſe three cauſes ;—Either from the in- 


ability of the giver of the reward from 
its being ill ſuited to the nature or facul- 


tles of him who receives it —0or from the 


periſhing nature of the perſon enjoying, 
N 
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or of the thing enjoyed. But none of 
thoſe caſes can happen in the future 
manſions of bliſs.— The God of nature 
can want no power. What he propoſes 
for making his ſervants happy, and for 
the gratifying all their wiſhes and deſires, 
ns be every way equal to that end: 
and in the New Jeruſalem, the place of 
their future and final reward, every thing. 
of a periſhable nature will be done away, 
— This, as I ſaid before, is ſo entirely 
conſonant to reaſon, that nothing can be 
_ objected againſt it; and we know it to 
be a certain truth, by the declarations of 
God himſelf, And indeed, this is all we 
ſhall or can know of the future glory, 
till our preſent imperfections are re- 
moved, and till mortality is ſwallowed 
up in life—All the images we can now 
form of future happinels, are but very 
| faint and imperfect repreſentations. of 
what ſhall be hercafter. - Nothing that 
we know, or converſe with on earth, can 
convey to us equal ſentiments of hea- 
venly objects; we now ſee all celeſtial 
joys bur darkly, as through a glaſs, But 
this we know, that the happineſs of 
heaven will be the happineſs of the whole 
man; and that we ſhall then know, as 
DE we 
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we ourſelves are known.—And it mat- 
ters not of what kind theſe enjoyments 


are, or how they are to be conveyed to 


or received by the ſoul; all we want and 
deſire is, perfect faculties, and perfect 
bliſs.— And ſince the religious man is 
aſſured that theſe will be his portion at 
| laſt, though he cannot deſcribe nor com- 


rehend the nature of theſe things at 
preſenr, yet this 1s ſufficient to demon- | 


ſtrate the wiſdom of his choice, in thus 


purſuing an end that will fully anſwer 


all his defires and expectations. But 


to all this the ſenſual man will perhaps 


object, that theſe joys, how perfect 


and how certain ſoe ver, muſt yet be 
allowed to be at a diſtance; and that 


great abatement ought to be made on 


that account, with reſpect to the. pru- 
dence of preferring them, when weighed 
in the balance with thoſe which are cer- 


| tain, and nearer at hand. Ard therefore 


I add, as 2 farther proof of the wiſdom 
of religion, that the good man not only 
chooſts ſuch an end as is moſt noble, 
moſt attainable, and moſt fatisfaftory and 


| bliſsful at aſt, but allo ſuch a One as 
will, 


Aibly, Have the moſt happy ien. 
"=== been 
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ences upon him in all his other purſuits, 
till ſuch time as he arrives at the enjoy- 
ment of it: — or, in other words, 
The belief and practice of true reli- 
gion will not only procure a man 
eternal felicity hereafter, but will Iike- 
wife be of the greateſt advantage to 
him here in the mean time, and will nave 
the moſt happy effects upon his mind 

in whatever laudable oitfaits he is en- 
gaged, or in whatever ſituation or cir- 
cumſtances of life he may happen to be. 
—And, in order to make this appear, 
let us place a man in the worſt, and 
in the beſt lights we can ſuppoſe him, 
with regard to his worldly circum— 
ſtances: let us conſider him, I ſay, in 
each of theſe ſituations, and obſerve What 
effect religion will have upon him. 
1it, Let us ſuppoſe a man poor and 
deſpiſed, quite neglected, and out of re- 
pute; in a word, wanting every thing 
that the men of this world call great and 
good: and if you ſuppoſe him likewiſe 
to be without religion, will he not be 
_ wretched beyond expreſſion? To what 
refuge can ſuch a one betake himſelf, 
either without or within him? With- 
out, he meets with nothing but ſcorn, 
inſults, 
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inſults, and reproaches ; within, he feels 
nothing but gnawing appetites which 


he cannot ſatisfy, and tormenting paſ- 
fions which he cannot conquer: he is 


without proſpect of redteſs, or hope of 


comfort: God deſerts him, men deſpiſe 
and abuſe him; yea, he deſpiſes, and 


even loaths himſelf.— In ſhort, he drags 


on a miſerable, animal life, which is 


more wretched than that of the loweſt. 
brutes; inaſmuch as he is conſcious of 


his miſery, which they are not. — But 


now, on the other hand, if we ſuppoſe 
this man, whoſe outward circumſtances 


are ſo low and loathſome, to make reli- 


gion his conſtant, concern, how vaſtly 
different will his caſe then be]! He will 


then be all joyous within, however 


_ gloomy without,-Gleams of light will 
preak in upon him, in the midſt of all 


his ſorrows.— He can account for his 
ſufferings, and learn to bear them, in 
ſome meaſure with alacrity, but at leaſt 


with patience, =His peace of mind gives 


him a firmneſs of ſoul, which is proof 
againſt all the frowns and ſeverities of 
the world.—He ſtands like a rock in a 
tempeſtuous ſeaſon; the winds and 


waves may beat againſt him, and. a little 


1 mar 
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mar or change his ſurface, or outward 
appearance, but they cannot overturn. 
him; and in the midſt of all, his hope 
in his God and Saviour is a well-ſpring 
of joy, of which he cannot be deprived. 
It darts beams of light through the 
thickeſt clouds; and he has at leaſt this 
great, this unſpeakable comfort, that he 
knows his miſery will ſoon be at an end, 
and be followed by an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. — So much on 
the ſuppoſition that a man is poor and 
deſtitute, or in low and diſtreſſed cir- 
cumſtances in the world,  _ 
Let us now turn our view to the oh- 
polite extreme. Let us ſuppoſe a man 
arrived at the higheſt pitch of human 
glory; and imagine him to be the rich- 
eſt, the moſt powerful, or the moſt vo- 
luptuous of men; and let us conſider 
what this man's caſe will be, with, and 
without religion, — All things ſmile 
about him; men reverence and admire 
him; and all is, in appearance, joy and 
tranſport: every appetite is courted, and 
every inclination gratified.—But, not- 
withſtanding all theſe flattering appear- 
ances, has he nothing within him to tor- 
ment him: — Has he no paſſions to con- 
1 quer,. 
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quer, the indulgence of which will give 


him continual diſquier ?=ls he ſure not 


to defire another world, when he is mal- 
ter of this Is he ſure not to be cho- 


leric and peeviſh ; and not be angry, be- 


cauſe he cannot command the powers of 
nature too? — Can he look on others, 


who are better, though leſs powerful 


than himſelf, without envy or jealouſy? 
If not, ſuch paſſions will imbitter his 


| beſt enjoyments, and he will till be 


liable to diſappointment and miſery.— 


Human paſſions ſeldom loſe ground by 

being gratified or indulged : and fad 
experience may convince the world, that 
men who are in this ſtate z men who 


have all the outward means of -gratify- 
ing their paſſions, and are not reſtrained 
or conducted by inward principles of 
duty, have proved in fact, not only a 
curſe to mankind, but an inſupportable 


burthen to themſelves. = Look into hiſ- 


tory, and you will find them generally 
as deep in diſquietude and perſonal vex- 
ation, as in blood: even the gratifca- 
tion of their appetites torments them ; 


and by the very act of making others 


miſerable, they ſhew that they are mi- 
ſerable themſelves. — But perhaps you 
| will 
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will ſay, this is ſuppoſing the very worſt 
of them; and that they are not only 
wicked, but weak and fooliſh too. — 
Well! we ſhall farther ſuppoſe our man 
of power and wealth to be a man of 
natural NT and prudence ; and that 
he has the diſcretion to reſtrain his ap- 
petites, in a great meaſure, merely for the 


fake of his own eaſe and quiet: - And 


pet all this will nor ſecure him from 
many inward fears and perplexities ;— 
as for example, from the fear of fick- 
neſs and death,-Allowing him to be 
temperate, that does not ſay that he 
muſt be unthinking too, —Either he has 
a high taſte and reliſh of his pleaſures, 

or he has not.—If he has not, where is 
his happineſs ?—If he has, ſurely he 
mult be anxious about preſerving them; 

and the thoughts that they may be in- 
terrupred by ſickneſs, or that he may be 
deprived of them by death, muſt be, at 
leaſt ſometimes, very uneaſy and grie- 
vous to him,—-Nay, let us go as far as 
imagination can reach ; let us ſappoſe 
him to be brave, as well as regular, and 
able to face ſickneſs or death with very 
little concern; yet, after all, his enjoy- 
ments riſe no higher than mere ſenſual- 
ity. 
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ity. Ie can have no pleaſure, but what 


ariſes from the gratification of his ſenſes, 

or from refle&rons on his preſent unre- 

ſtrained, bur „ power — The ſub- 
0 


lime pleaſures that flow from the love of 


God and heavenly things, are utterly un- 


known to him; and the very beſt that 
can poſſibly be made of his caſe is this, 
that he revels in Iuſt and luxury for a 
few years, without controul, and then 


diſappears and periſhes for ever or, in 
other words, that he lives a happy 


brute, and dies one. 
But now, if we ſuppoſe a man 0 all 
theſe outward. advantages of wealth and 


power, to enjoy likewiſe the ſuperior 
comforts of religion, what a noble luſtre 


will theſe give to all the reſt ?—What « 


calm and ſerenity of mind do they pro- 
duce?—How happy is ſuch. a man in; 
_ himſelf, and what a bleſſing to man- 


kind? His power is a general benefit to 
all within his reach; and, while he em 
ploys it in relieving, protecting, and 


lupporting others, every ſuch action re- 


pays him with. double. joy and con- 
ſolation in his own Wr l s riches 
are like gentle ſhowers in a thirſty ſoil, 


not. only a few individuals, but che 


Whole 
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whole community in which he lives, is 
refreſhed by them; and the more benefit 
they reap, the more his ſatisfaction riſes. 
Ie is the idol of man, and the favourite 
of Heaven :—he enjoys all that mortal 
man can do, without fear or danger: he 
has nothing to reproach himſelf withal, 
and it is every man's intereſt to preſerve : 
him: his turbulent paſſions are under 
the reſtraints of reaſon and religion; and 
| he therefore ſuffers as little from them 
as is conſiſtent with a ftate of imperfec- 
tion: he feels not the weight of the in- 
evitable calamities of human life, be- 
cauſe God anſwers him in the joy of his 
heart: and he has no reaſon to be afraid 
or unwilling to reſign his enjoyments, | 
becauſe he well knows they ar but the 
pledges of an infinitely better inheri- 
tance,-[n ſhort, he lives the life, and 
reaps the ſatisfactions, of a rational 
Being; and he dies in peace, with a 
heart full of the hopes of a happy reſur- 
rection, and a bleſſed immortality. 
And this, J hope, is ſufficient to make 
it appear what happy influences the be- 
lief and practice of religion will have on 
the minds of men, in any circumſtances ; 
upon the rich and powerful, as well as 


5 | the 
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the poor and the oppreſſed. Hence may 


appear the ineſtimable value of theſe be- 


nefits, which the world can neither give 
nor take away; and conſequently we 


may all be convinced how exceedin 
preferable even oppreſſed virtue and def: 
piſed innocence are to the moſt proſpe- 


rous and triumphant wickedneſs.—Alas! 
neither the moſt affluent fortune, nor the 
_ deepeſt ſolitude, can ſcreen a bad man 
from himſelf.— As, on the other hand, 
neither want nor violence can rob a 


ood man of his peace.—To all which, 


if we add the greatneſs, and the ſuffi- 


ciency of the future rewards of piety, 
and the eaſe with which they may be at- 
tained, it ſurely cannot be doubted, that 


religion is the only true wiſdom ; and 
that all the underſtanding which men 
can boaſt of, without this, is nothing 
but a courſe of laborious and vexatious 
folly, | ns” 


May God give us grace to conſider 


this, before the ſeaſon is paſt, — for, 


if we will not be- e of it during 
our life, yet we ſhall certainly be con- 


vinced at laſt, when death will correct our 
error, but cannot amend it. 


DIS. 
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DISCOURSE XI 


HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE, THE ONLY 


3URE FOUNDATION OF HAPPINESS. | 
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Fur what is the hope of the Hypocrite, though 


he bath gained, when God taketh away 


bis ſoul? 


| JT was no ſmall addition to Job's other 


* afflictions ; nay, it was perhaps the 


very greateſt trial of his patience, that 
tis friends, who pretended to come and 
comfort him, did little elſe than reproach 
and. upbraid him. They told him 


plainly that he was an hypocrite; and 


that the miſerable condition he was in 


was the juſt puniſhment of his pretend- 
ing to be religious, and 2 man of inte- 


grity, juſtice, and goodneſs, when he 
really was not ſo: for, as Bildad ſaid, 


God will not caſt away u perfett or ſincere. 


man; 


A 
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182 man; if thou wert pure and upright, ſurely ; 
14 now he would awake for thee, and make the 

1 habitation of thy righteouſneſs proſperous; 
115 But the bypocrite's hope ſhall periſh, and his 

tf truſt ſhall be as a ſpider's web; which, 
Wi though artfully contrived to take its prey, 
1 Fei is often too weak to hold it, and is pre- 
| 178 fently broken through and deſtroyed. Such 
TM it 5 ſevere cenſures as theſe did his miſerable 
1 comforters, as he elegantly calls them, 


at every turn pu upon him; and theſe 
inſults ſo touched him to the quick, that 
they almoſt robbed him of the glory of 

his patience, and extorted from him ſuch 

| a vindication of his ſincerity, as the hu- 

5 miility of ſo good a man would not 
F " otherwiſe have ſuffered ' him to make. 
One of the ſtrongeſt proteſtations of his 
1 innocency, is that which he makes in the 

bt ii; 5th, 6th, and 7th verſes of this chapter: 
1 | _ Till die (ſays he) I will not remove my 
1 | integrity from me. My righteouſneſs I hold 
1 faſt, and will not let it go; my heart ſball 
| it not reproach me ſo long as I live. Let mine 

1 enen be as the wicked, and he that riſetb 
9 againſt me, as the unrighteous. After 
.which, to ſhew his contempt of hypocri- 
ſy, as well as his deteſtation of it, he 
adds, in the words of the text, For what 
** is tbe hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 
gained, 
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** gained, when God taketh away his ſoul a 
— From all which we are not to 
infer, that Job looked upon himſelf 


as entirely innocent, and altogether 


without ſin; for, on the contrary, when 
he ſpeaks of himſelf with regard to God, 


he expreſſes himſelf in a quite different 
manner * ; „ T juſtify myſelf, my o 
* mouth ſhall condemn me; if I ſay 1 am 
perfect, my own mouth ſhall prove me 


** perverſe.” But, with regard to great 


crimes, which his friends argued he 


muſt have been guilty of, becauſe of his 
proves adverſity ; from theſe he con- 


antly clears himſelf with great ſteadi- 
neſs ; and proves that they argued very 


wrongfully for God, when they ſup- 


poſed, that no other cauſe could be 
aſſigned for Job's being thus afflicted, 
but only. his hypocriſy, or hidden wick- 
edneſs. And, to ſhew his deteſtation of 


all ſuch, hypocriſy (throughout the fol- 


lowing part of this chapter) he expoſes 


the wickedneſs and vanity of it, in the 


itrongeſt and moſt elegant terms. No- 
thing can be more expreſſive of this, 


than the words of my text, and the two 


verſes that follow : © For what is the 


Dope of the hypecrite, though he hath 


Chap. ix. 20. 


8 gained, 


Tos gained, when Cod taketh away bis ſoul? 
I cometh upon him? Will he delight him- 
call upon God? As if he had faid,— 


de to hope for at his death, or when God 
taketh away his ſoul ? As he has no rea- 


78 that he will then endeavour to 
been all his life acting; the maſk will 


Being, whom he had pretended to adore 


I b;mſelf in the Almighty ? Will he always 


tion can he have of . any farther 
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Mill God hear his cry when trouble 
& ſelf in the Almighty ? Will he always 


Allowing a hypoctite to have made all 
the advantage of his hypocriſy,.that you 
can ſuppoſe or imagine; yet what has 


fon to expect that God will hear him, 
then, or when he is in his preateſl 
trouble; ſo it is as little to be ſup- 


— 
= 
£8 


keep up the hypocritical farce he has 
then fall off; and he will ſhew that he 
has no real regard for, or truſt in that 


and worſhip before. Will be delight 


call upon God?” No; it is ſcarce to 
be ſuppoſed that he will perſevere in a 
practice which he knows will be to no 
purpoſe ; for what hope or expecta- 


. 


benefit by it, when God is taking away 
his ſoul, however much he may have 
gained by it formerly? 

My text being thus explained, I ſhall 
| 7 Y £9 
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go on, with the Divine aſſiſtance, to 
Aiſcourſe from. it in the following me- 


Iiſt, I ſhall conſider what forts of 
men, according to the language 
and meaning of Scripture, fall 
under the denomination. of reli. 
gious hypocrites. ls ns 
2dly, I ſhall ſhew. the weakneſs 
and inſufficiency of all the hopes 
which the hypocrite can pro- 
ſe to himlelf ; and the great 
en between the gain 
be may make by his hypocriſy 
here, and the loſs he muſt ſuffer 
F it. hereafter, - 


And what T fay upon each. of theſe 
Heads, I ſhall endeavour to apply in 
ſome ſuitable inferences and refſections. 


iſt, then, Let us enquire what ſorts 
of men, according to the language and 


meaning of Scripture, fall under the 
denomination of religious hypocrites, — 


The original word, Trexęil ic, Hypocrite, 5 


is borrowed from the ſtage, and ſigni- 


fies an actor, or one who, under a bor- 


rowed dreſs, repreſents a perſon, which 


he really is not. For the e, a beggarly 


debauchee often acts the part of a virtu- 


aus prince or hero; and a ſtrumpet, 
& 3, -:---.: 088 


1 
1 
1 
9 
* 
Y 
1 
Im 
A 
$ 
| 
I; 
, . 
L 


I 98 Hope of Eternal Life the only 


word, it is uſed, only, to denote a man 
who pretends, and ſeems to the world, 
to have ſuch a regard for religion, and 


 holinefs, as he has not. Ani 
The 9 and moſt criminal of all 


put on an uncommon appearance of zeal 
on ſome worldly or corrupt ends. Such 
Saviour compares to ſepulchres out- 
mented; but inwardly, full of rotten- 


neſs, and dead men's bones. And, alas! 
there have been but too many of this 


lainies: and who have attained the 


| higheſt pitch of power, riches, and 


that of a virtuous wife or modeſt vit- 
gin.—-Bur, in the Scripture ſenſe of the 


ſuch a degree of Chriſtian purity and true 

d of theſe. 
hypocrites there are ſeveral kinds, ac- 
cording to the different degrees of 
hypocriſy of which they are guilty. 


theſe ſinners, are they, who having at 
bottom no real regard for religion, nor 
any ſincere belief of the goſpel, do yet 
for God and his ſervice, in order to carry 
were thoſe Phariſees of old, whom our 


wardly whitened, or clean and orna- 


kind of Phariſees in the Chriſtian 
church, as well as in the Jewiſh : men, 
who have put on a maſk of religion, 1n 
order to ſcreen and more fafely perpe- 
trate the greateſt and moſt daring vil- 


popularity, 


Diſc. XI. Foundation of Happineſs. 199. 
ularity, by pretendin to protect 
a. — the ae 5 a 8 | 
which in their hearts they deſpiſed, and 
even hated, as much as 1ts moſt avowed 
enemies could do 
Crowns and kingdoms have been 
obtained by this art: nor has the mitre 
c ſcaped being polluted by it, any more 
than the others; nay, perhaps oftener 
than any thing elſe. 
Hiſtory, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, | 


is full of inſtances of this kind. And 
beſides thoſe left on record, we may 


eafily think, from our own experience 


and obſervation. of what daily paſſes in 
the world, that there muſt have been 
many more. of the like kind, 

- How many of the moſt notorious. 
Z cheats | in their dealings, have made the 
loudeſt. pretences to ſanctity with their 
tongues ?, and even made their houſes 
and ftreets ring with the ſound of their 
pretended devotions ; - whilſt in many of 
the molt important tranſactions of their 
lives, they have moſt groſsly violated all 
laws of truth and juſtice ? fo literally 
have they imitated thoſe Phariſees, of 
whom our Lord ſays, that while they 
devoured widows houſes, yet for a pre- 
rence, they made long prayers, 


F4 -- Aud 
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And is it any breach of charity to ſay, 


that they are not a whit better, Who, 


under the maſk of chriſtian cha- 
rity, moderation, mutual forbearance, 
and univerſal benevolence, diſguiſe their 
careleſſneſs and indifference about the 
moſt eſſential truths of religion; and 
endeavour to inſtill the ſame luke warm- 
nei inn e è [ohne / 
In fine, there have been but too many, 
in all ages and of all profeſſions, who 
have put on a form of godlineſs, with- 
out any regard to the power thereof; 
and who, while they pretended to ſerve 
and honour God with an outſide devo. 
tion, yet either ſaid in their hearts, that 
there was no God; or, if they had any 
ſenſe or belief of a Divine Being, enter- 
tained ſuch vile and contemptible no- 
tions of him, as were much the ſame in 
effect with downright atheiſm, and na- 
turally led them to have no fear of God 
before their eyes. This, then, is the firſt 
and higheſt degree of hypocriſy; when 
men with a formed deſign, and delibe- 
rate intention, endeavour to carry on 
worldly and corrupt ends, under a pre- 
tence of religion, and an appearance of 
ferving God. Now, the word Hypo- 
. 355 
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criſy being generally uſed in this firſt 

and worſt ſenſe, when men find them- 
ſelves free of this greateſt and moſt 
hateful degree of it, they are too apt 
immediately to flatter themſelves, that 
they are, in no ſenſe, hypocrites, But 
the Scripture frequently uſes the ſame 
word in ſeveral lower ſenſes; and, though 
men be not ſuch profligates as thoſe 1 
have been ſpeak ing of, yet, too many 

of them may be juſtly charged with be- * 
ing geviley.of a lower degree of hypo- 

criſy. VVV 

Buch, for inſtance, are they, who do- 
not abſolutely caſt off all religion, do 
not in their hearts totally deſpiſe it, but 
yet content themſelves with ſome eaſy 
formal parts of it, and think thereby to 


atone for their neglect of the reſt. Thee, 


1 ſay, the Scripture always includes un- 

der the character and denomination of. 
hypocrites. This is that ſpecies of hy- 
pocriſy for which Samuel reproved 
Saul“; “ Hath the Lord as great de- 
ibi in ſacrifices, as. in obeying the - 
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is 
'* betrer than ſacrifice, and 1s hearken, 


1. Sam. xv. 22. 


R ͤ;— obes: 
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„ than the fat of rams.” And it is for 
the ſame that the prophet Hoſea re- 
proves the whole people of the Jews, 
when he ſays, © I deſired mercy, and not 

** ſacrifice, and the knowledge of God more 
than burnt-offerings.”* This was alſo, in 
_ our Saviour's days, the cafe of the bet- 
ter fort of Phariſees ; for they were not 
all of them fuch abandoned hypocrites, 
as to be void of all religion in their 
hearts; but yet, even the beſt of them 


| ſeem to have been ſuperſtitiouſly exact 


as to ſmall things, while they neglected 
oreater.— Theſe our Lord ſtiles hypo- 
crites, for teaching as doctrines the com- 
mandments of men; putting mere hu- 
man inſtitutions upon a level with di- 
vine ones; nay, giving them, in many 
caſes, the preference. — For inſtance, 
when they pretended to put into the 
Corban, or public treaſury, towards the 
repair of the temple, what they ought 
rather to have employed in maintaining 
eheir poor indigent parents: and when 
they were zealous in obſerving the cuf- 
toms of their forefathers, as to the fre- 
quent waſhing of hands, and of cups ; 
and preciſe in paying the tithe of mint, 
aniſe, and cummin; things of very little 
0 Ck value; 
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value; while they omitted the weightier I 

matters of the law, Judgment, Mercy, | 
CCC booed. 1 Bb 
So likewiſe, when they were more {i 
ſollicitous about the obſervation of the 1 
ſabbath; which it is true was their duty | 

to obſerve, as being commanded by God; | 
than to do the works of mercy, good- — 4668 
neſs, and charity, our Saviour brands 9 


them with the name of hypocrites; as 
we ſee in the caſe of the ruler of the ſy- 14 
nagogue: Thou hypocrite,” ſays our 1 
Lord to him, ** ought not this woman, 1 
* being a daughter of Abraham, to be 4-408 
** looſed from this bond (i. e. the diſeaſe ft 
ſhe had laboured under) ** on the /ab- 4 
** bath-day.” In ſhort, whoever thinkkks 
to compound matters with God; to put —— 
him off with any thing ſnort of ſincere 1 
and univerſal obedience to all his laws ; = 
however zealous he may be as to the F148 
performance of ſome duties, that beſt _ 1 
ſuit with his own taſte or natural inc li- | 
nation; or that happen to be the duties 1 4 
he hath been moſt accuſtomed to, by 0 
education, and the example of thoſe 4 
among whom he lives ; ſuch a perſon 


St. Luke xiii. 15. 


K 6 (thougle 
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(though he go not upon the principles: 
of atheiſm and infidelity, like the former 
and worſt claſs of hypocrites) is never-. 
theleſs, far from being a true, and ſin- 
cere Chriſtian z and will find at laſt, that 
it is not every profeſſion of religion that 

will be accepted; it is not every one 
who ſaith unto Chriſt, Lord, Lord, that 
will enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but they only who do the will of his Fa- 
ther who is in heaven. ina) 
And like to theſe, are another ſort of 
men, whale behaviour comes under the 
name of hypacriſy, in the Scripture 


ſenſe, however little they may think of 


it; I mean thoſe, who acknowledging 
the neceſſity of leading a virtuous and 


holy life, in order to their being true 


Chriſtians, are always refolving to re- 

pent, and forſake their evil ways, yet 
can never find in their hearts to give up 
their darling ſins, and repent and reform 
effectually. This is a fort of hypocriſy, 
by which men impoſe upon themſelves 
more than upon others. This is that de- 

ceitfulneſs of ſin, which trains and draws 
them on from day to day, with the vain 
hope, that it will be eaſier for them to 
amend their ways ſome time afterwards, 
e | than 
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than at preſent : and it is againſt this- 
deceit, that our Saviour warns us ſo 
very earneſtly and affectionately * as he 
well knew, there is not any one deceit 
or ſtratagem of the great deceiver, more 
common, or more fatal to the ſons of 
men: Watch therefore,” - ſays he, 
for ye know not what hour your Lord: 
Aotb come. — Be ye alſo ready; for in 
* ſuch an hour as ye think not, — the ſon 
of man cometh — Bleſſed is that ſervant 
© whom his Lord «oben be cometh ſhall find 
ſ% ͤdoing.— But, and if that evil ſervant 
all ſay in his heart, My Lord delayeth- 
Eis coming; and ſhall begin to ſmite his 
* fellow-ſervants, and to eat and drink 
* with the drunken,—the Lord of that 
© ſervant ſhall com? in a day that he 
** looketh not for him, and in an hour 
** that. he is not aware of, and. ſhall cut 


cc 


Fim aſunder, and appoint him his. por- 
tion with the hypocrites.. _ 5 

Once more. The Scriptures repreſent 
thoſe as a ſort of hypocrites, who have 


actually ſet about, and begun their re- 
pentance, but are always falling back 
and relapſing, even into thoſe very ſins, 


* St. R Matth, xxiv. 


— =y — — rn 
3 n : E oe 
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which 
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which they had for ſome little time for- 
faken. In our Saviour's noted parable 
of the ſower, men of this kind are repre- 
ſented by the ſtony ground; in which, 
though the ſeed ſprang up forthwith, it 
as quickly withered; z. e. as our Lord 
himſelf explained it; though ſuch men 
receive the word. with joy, they have no 
root in themſelves, and fo endure but a 
while; and, either upon the approach of 
perſecution, or the aſſault of a r cer 
from ſome beloved ſin, they quick ly fall 
away. Their heart, as the Scripture 
expreſſeth it, is not whole, or right 


wich God; their affections are divided 


between him and the world: and while 
they continue in this languid, wavering 
ſtate, they are plainly of the number of 
thoſe, who, as our blefled Lord ſays, 
| ſhall ſeek. to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 5 
put ſhall not be able. ; 
However, though theſe men are at 
- preſent but in an evil ſtate, yet they are 
by no means ſo bad as the others, who are 
hypocrites in a proper ſenſe of the word. 
IT here is in them a root of ſome love to 
virtue, which affords great hope, that it 
may ſpring up in time unto righteouſ- 
neſs and life eternal. They are the 


| bruiſed. 
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bruiſed reed, that ought not to be 


broken; and the ſmoaking flax, which 
ovght not to be quenched. They are, 


what the apoſtle calls, the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees; the 
lame, which ought not to be turned out 


15 of the way, but that it rather be healed. 


Such weak, unſteady Chriſtians, ought 
not to be terrified and driven into de- 


fpair; but to be often exhorted, with 


meekneſs and compaſſion, that they 


| finiſh their repentance, and compleat 
the great work of their reformation, 


while their day of grace laſteth, and be- 


fore the night cometh, when no man 
can work. 5 eo” Tg 

Thus I have hriefly ſhewn the ſe- 
veral forts of hypocrites (in the Scrip- 
ture ſenſe of that word) and theſe ac- 


cording to the different ſorts and degrees 


of hypocrily. | Ps 
Allow me now, before I proceed to 


the ſecond article of my diſcourſe, to 


_ exhort you, to make the proper uſe of 
what you have already heard : Thar is, 


to learn thereby, not to judge our neigh- 


bour, — but let every one try whether 
there be any degree of hypocriſy lurk- 


ing in our hearts, and ſeriouſly examine 
3 . and 


—— — — 
— — 
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and judge ourſelves ; that: we be not: 
5 855 of the Lord. Let us aſk our- 
ſelves, whether we profeſs Chriſtianity 
from a ſincere and rational conviction: 
of its being-the only true religion, and: 
the only. way. to attain eternal life, 
through the mercy of God, and the me- 
rits of Chriſt Jeſus ; —or, — whether we- 
content ourſelyes with an: implicit be- 
lief, and careleſs profeſſion of what was- 
taught us in our childhood, without be- 
ing able to give any ſolid reaſon for the 
hope and the faith that is in us ?—When 
we do any thing good or praiſeworthy, 
is it with a ſincere deſign to glorify 
God, and to render bim an acceptable 
obedience ?—Or, is it only for the ſake 
of faſhion, and that we may. be eſteemed 
and well ſpoken of, by.thoſe who ſee, or 
hear of ſuch performances ?—Is our re- 
ligion the ſame in private, as it is in 
ublic ? Are we as careful of the in- 
ward rectitude and purity of our 
hearts, as of the outward regularity of 
our behaviour? — Are we really griev- 
ed and troubled, when at any time 
we are tempted, or ſurpriſed into any 
1 tranſgreſſion of God's holy 6 
WE | An 
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And, do. we then fully reſolve, to. be 


more watchful, circumſpect, and care- 
ful of being true to our God and our 
duty for the future? — And, is this our 

endeavour after better obedience, en- 


tire; without exception of any known 


part of our duty; and without reſerve 
in favour of any one vice or evil habit, 
which we are moſt addicted to, or find: 


hardeſt to give up? — Or, have we put 


off our reformation from time to time; 
always pretending that we reſolve to 
grow better, but never actually avoid- 


ing or reſiſting any temptation that is 
wont to lead us aſtray ? — And, finally, 
Are we reſolved to hold faſt the profeſ-. 


lion of the true faith, and to keep a 
good conſcience, in times of danger and 


perſecution, as well as in time of peace? 
o we purpoſe, through God's grace, 


to ſuffer for the truth, rather than for- 


fake it; ſhould God ſee fix thus to 


make trial of our ſincerity ? 


Theſe, and ſuch like enquiries, will 
make great diſcoveries ; and will pro- 
bably ſhew us more of our religion and 
of ourſelves, than ever we took notice 


at before. And he who has the teſti- 


mony; - 
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mony of a good conſcience in theſe par- 
ticulars, let him, in the name of God, 
go on and profper : notwithſtanding he 
may be ſenſible of innumerable failings, 
defects, and imperfections, let him not 
be too much diſcouraged, or doubt of his 
being a ſincere Chriſtian: for, he mult 
not expect to attain abſolute perfection, 
in this preſent imperfect ſtate. If our 
intention is good, and our practice re- 
ular and religious, to the beſt of our 
ona and ability: if we are hear- 
tily penitent for what we have done a- 
miſs ; and heartily purpoſe and endea- 
vour to do better for the future, and 
without delay; joining thereto our ear- 
neſt prayers to God, and a devout uſe of 
all thoſe means which he hath appointed 
vs to uſe, for obtaining his grace and af- 
_ fiftanee : this is all that we can do; and 
conſequently all that our merciful God 
| _  _ Expetts that we ſhould do.—Bur, if we 
. come ſhort of this, and, notwithſtanding 
5 all our profeſſions of religion and piety, 
1 indulge ourſelves in any favourite ſin, or 
* evil habit; — we are certainly in ſome 
ap ſenſe, and in ſome degree hypocrites ; 
and if we continue ſo, can have no 
„ reaſons 
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reaſonable ground to hope for favour 


and acceptance with God at laſt.—“ For 


* what is the hope of the hypocrite, though 
be hath gained, when G od taten away 


'* bis ſoul 3 ? 


—̃ an —_ 
. —̃ 4h id ras —— * 


— 
- 
4 
- 
- c 
* 
: Ll 
- 
. 
, 
” 
, 
* 
* 
1 
* 
4 
« 
. . 
4 

7 

i * 

| C 

. - 0 a a 0 p <>) gra” AGB Hy are 7, * cas WIR <9 r. —— why ee te Os — — As 3 . — - 5 oy — 3 — * — * a , 2 ; — . ö . 

— — — * „ — — ads = Gap —̃ , N het P N a — b 8 : 7 | 5 n | 
— — TOWEL — — Hi * 8 1 1 IR N . - * ˖ an 
— — — «IF D 2288 r 6. 2 2 n . py 1 4 * — T * p > . * ye * » 2 4 1 * - 
. IE Di ee CLAN BEE oe oe Lie ernegrs A PE mae tt ib | — . mn N om my — — 7 a : — : = - 
7 _ —_ — — — 
; p - - qc > : 


DISCOURSE XII. 


: T H E ' 
FORMER SUBJECT 


CONTINUED. 


o 
7 
= 
8 — 
” 
> 
4 
* < 
2 * 
* 
q o 
* * — 
* bg 
* 
* ” 
- 
— 
. 1 0 
7 * 
- 
f . 
* * 
— 
- 
* . 
; * 
- 
o =» 
- 
" 
1 
* 
* 
* 
3 7 
2 
- 
- 
- 
4 7 2 
oo 
2 . 
*; 
* 
5 a 
"a. 3 . — - _ 
ky , — — — — vä — — — - — — - — 
7 p _— — ö 5 7 — 2 2 - = 1 8 2 — _ 
* ee eee eee 4 — Wo gr mr e rn Ten a 2 L __— . 
TEE SE — = — 3 — 2 220 1 _ * — A —_— 


Jos xxvii. 8. 
For what is the hope of the Hypocrite, 


though he hath gained, wen Cod taketh 
ada his 1067 4 


N Aiſeputfing from theſe words 1 

propoſed, — iſt, To conſider what 
ſorts of men fall under the denomination. 
or character of religious hypocrites, ac- 

cording to the Scripture ſenſe of that 

word. And, 2dly, To ſhew the inſuffi- 
ciency and weakneſs of all the hopes 
which the hypocrite can propoſe to him- 
ſelf; and the great diſproportion be- 
tween the gain he may make by his hy- 
pocriſy here, and the loſs he muſt ſuffer 
by it hereafter, 

As. to the former of theſe, 1 ſhewed, 
that there are different degrees of hypo- 
criſy ; and conſequently different claſſes 
or kinds of religious * 


The 
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The firſt and worſt of them are thoſe. 


who, though they deſpiſe religion in 
their hearts, yet make a pretence of pro- 


feſſion of it, in order to cover and carry 


on ſome corrupt or worldly view. And 


next are they, who though they do not 


abſolutely diſbelieve or deſpiſe all reli- 
gion, yet content themſelves with prac- 


_ riſing the outward, and eaſieſt parts of 
it, while they utterly neglect that in- 


ward purity and real virtue, which is the 


life, and foul, and power of true godli- 


Theſe two are what the Scripture 


calls an abomination to the Lord; i. e. 
the higheſt poſſible provocation of his 


diſpleaſure. 


But there is likewiſe a lower ſort of 
hypocriſy, of which too many, *tis to be 
feared, are guilty ; and by which in- 
_ deed they impoſe more upon themſelves 


than upon others; namely, the putting 
off repentance and reformation till ſome 


time hereafter ; or, endeavouring to do 
it at preſent, but. faintly, and ineffec- 


tually, through the deceitfulneſs of fin, 


and of their own corrupt hearts, which 


too often betray them, and make them 
fog forget 
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forget and break through their good pur- 
poſes and reſolutions. e 8 o0d 


T heſe latter kind of hypocrites, how- 
ever, are far from being ſo criminal as 
the former: and therefore, God uſually 


corrects ſuch perſons with his judg- 
ments, or invites them by his mercies ; 
he gives them ſpace for repentance, and 


| bears long with them through his pa- 
tience; till at length they either deli- 
ver themſelves out of the ſnare of the 
devil by a thorough amendment, or be- 
come finally hardened, and incorrigible. 
I proceed now to the ſecond general 
head of my diſcourſe ; viz. To ſhew the 
weakneſs and inſufficiency of all the 


hopes which the hypocrite can propoſe 
to himſelf, and the great diſproportion 


between what he may gain by it here, 


and muſt loſe by it hereafter. © hat 


is the bope of the hypocrite, though he 
60 hath gained, when God taketh away his | 


** foul ?” 8 e 
I need not again mention, that reli- 


gious hypocrites, in the firſt and worſt 5 
tenſes of that word, have always ſome 
worldly end in view, which they hope 


tor; and which the very words of my 


text 
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text ſuppoſe they may gain by their 
hypocriſy. — Joſephus tells us of the 
Phariſees of old, that they were in ſuch 
eſteem amongſt the people, by pretend- 
ing to a greater exactneſs in religion, 
than the reſt of the Jews, that they 
made all other factions truckle to them; 
they governed in all matters of late, 
and obtained a ſingular eſtimation and 
eſteem among the multitude, And the 
fame is the view or hope of all thoſe 
pious politicians, who have the aſſurance 
to carry a diſtinction or reſerve in their 
_ ſleeve, againſt their conſcience ; and can 
turn themſelves into every ſhape, upon 
every occaſion; can call evil good, and 
good evil; can humour all perſons, and 
act with and connive at all perſuaſions; 
can flatter the proud; vindicate and 
glorify the oppreſſor; praiſe the ambi- 
tious, bribe the covetous, and comply 
with every ſcheme of profitable iniquity - 
that can be contrived by the devil, or 

executed by his agents : and all this un- 
der the ſpecious pretexts of prudence 
and moderation; yea many times under 
the cloak of zeal tor purity of religion, 
and reformation of errors and abules. 
Whilſt, at bottom, they act thus only 


for 
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for the ſake of what they call a charac- 
ter in the world; or, for ſome profitable 
preferment to themſelves or families. 

Ibis is their hope; for, in the Scrip- 
ture ſtile, hope often Genifies the object, 


as well as the act; the thing hoped tor, 


as well as the actual hoping for it. 


Thus *®, © /e, through the Spirit, wait for E 
e hope of righteouſneſs, by faith; i. e. 
the promiſed reward of it. So likewiſe +, 


© Looking for that bleſſed hope; or, be- 
ing in joyful expectation of that im- 
menſe happineſs, which ſhall crown the 
righreous, at the time of the glorious 


Ci 


** Saviour Feſus Chriſt.” — —As therefore 


tne hope of a Chriſtizn ſignifies, both 


what his expectations are at preſent, 
and what his reward ſhall be hereafter ; 


— ſo the hope of the hypocrite, is the 


reward he expects for his hypocriſy 3 or 
the end he propoſes to attain by it. And 


what 1s this; or, of how little real 
value is it, all circumſtances duly con- 


ſidered? For, ſuppoling his reputation 


ever to fair, or his wealth ever ſo great; 


he muſt ſtill be conſcious to himſclf, 


5 wa that 
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appearance of the great God, and cur 
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plot in an inſtant. 
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that it is all but an unjuſt, ill-gotten 
purchaſe.— He muſt know, that popu- 
lar praiſe and eſteem, though ever ſo 


well grounded, is one of the moſt fickle, 


uncertain things in the world; and much 


more ſo, when ſupported by nothing but 
falſehood and deceit, —= And, however 


nicely he may act his part, and what- 
ever pains he may take to keep his diſ- 
guiſe cloſe about him, he cannot be 


without ſome fears of being catched and 
found out; and fo muſt be continually. 


on his guard, leſt nature ſhould appear 
before he is aware, and ſo ruin all his 
This has often happened, and the de- 
tected hypocrite has ſuddenly fallen from 
eſteem and wealth, into contempt and 
poverty.— What then is his hope, even 
in this world, in compariſon of the 


drudgery he muſt undergo, and the 


riſque he muſt run ?And how much 
better and wiſer is it, to ſeck for happi- 
neſs in the plain, ſtraight road of true 
virtue and heneſty ee ef fe 

But now, ſuppoſing the hypocrite to 


have attained his hope and wiſhes, as has 


been often the caſe; and to have eſcaped 
diſcovery, all the days of his life, which 
„ | likewiſe 
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likewiſe has ſometimes happened, yet 
what will all this fignify at the hour of 
death; — and, as my text expreſſeth it, 
* when God taketh away his ſoul 2 = 
When the poor wretch comes to quit 
the ſtage, upon which he hath trod his 
deceitful rounds ſo long; — when the 


wolf is ſtript of his ſheep's cloathing, 


and he is ready to go out of the world as 
naked as he came into it; — when he 


finds himſelf upon the brink of eternity, 


and his foul ſtruggling as it were to get 


rid of his body, or rather, his body no 
longer able to be a cover or lodgment 
to his ſoul:— What is the hope of the hy- 
pocrite at that critical moment? Or ra- 
ther what muſt be his fears? - Perhaps 


he has brought himſelf to diſbelieve a 
future ſtate, and to deny that there is 


any ſuch thing as rewards or puniſh- 
ments in another world. Many have 
brought themſelves to this ſtate of un- 


belief or at leaſt pretended ſo; and 


forne few have perſevered to the laſt in 


that impious profeſſion ; and their 
geat hope at their death is to ſink into 
nothing: a poor proſpect truly; and 


which can be of very little comfort to 
them, when they are ready to be be- 


1. 3 reaved 


- all 
8 _— —— 
. 
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reaved of every thing, in which their 
happineſs was placed ; and for which 
they had laboured fo hard, all their 
lives. 
But the e greater 1 of de- 
ſigning hypocrites, have been frightened 
out of their infidelity, as well as their 
hypocriſy, by the near approach of the 
king of terrors; and have let fall the 
maſque of themſelves, when they ſaw it 
ready to be torn from them. — And, 
oh! — what muſt be the dreadful 
thoughts and expectations; what mult 
be the ſhame and anguiſh of ſuch a 
foul, when it hears and feels the laſt ſum- 
mons of its Maker calling it away, to fix 
It in a ſtate, unchangeable and eternal ? 
Hopes of happineſs it can have none; 
and as little hopes of mercy.—lIrt knows 
that God has already marked out the 
_ deſigning hypocrite as one of the greateſt 
objects of his wrath 3 and that even the 
meek, the merciful Jeſus, who called 
upon and ſpoke to all other ſinners with 
ſuch tenderneſs and compaſſion ;. yer, 
when he addreſſed himſelf to hypocrites, 
could not refrain from terms of the 
1 ſeverity ; * Ze ſerpents,” ſaid he, 
90 generation of wipers, bow can ye 1 
te 
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e damnation of bell * 2” And he makes 
the portion of hypocrites, and of obſti- 


nate infidels and unbelievers, to be the 


ſame.— What then can be the hope ot 


the hypocrite ; or of what value is all 


that he hath gained, when God taketh 


away his foul ? — All the riches and 


treaſures he hath purchaſed by his double- 


dealing and hypocriſy, will vaniſh like a 
ſhadow, and ſignify no more to him 


than if they had never been. — All the 
alluring reliſh of them will then be 
gone; nay, turn into hatred of them, as 
the cauſes or inſtruments of his ruin: 
and all the cunning and prudence he ſo 
much valued himſelf upon, will then 


appear a courſe- of the mott Helene 


madneſs and folly. 


Ol that men aul think in time how 5 


little any preſent, tranſient accommoda- 


tions or advantages will appear to them, 
when laid in the balance with eternal 
| miſery 1 O! that they would but con- 
ſider how ſhort, and what a mere dream 
this preſent. life is; or, rather what a 


mere nothing, in compariſon with exer- 
nity | 


„ 0 Match. xiv. e xii, 
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So much for the ſad ſtate of the de- 
ſigning, crafty hypocrite at the hour of 
death.——But the unthink ing, cuſtomary 
one; the one who has none of the vile, 
underhand intrigues that the other hath, 
yet minds nothing but the outſide of 
religion; or at leaſt neglects ſome of 
its eſſential duties, and indulges him- 
ſelf in the habit of fome fins which it 
expreſsly forbids; theſe ſorts of hypo- 
crites will perhaps flatter themſelves, 
that their hopes are better grounded, 
and that the great Judge of mankind 
will be as indulgent to them, as they are 
to themſelves. But all this is mere in- 

fatuation. F 
Though their guilt, indeed, may not 
be ſo great as that of the others, and 
they may hope to be beaten only with 
fewer ſtripes; yet it is great enough to 
deprive them of all the benefits of our 
holy religion, and, unleſs they timely 
repent, to leave them in the ſame ſad ſtate 
as if there had been no Saviour of man- 
kind; nay indeed their condition will 
be far worſe; becauſe they knew of this 
Saviour, and profeſſed to believe in him 
as ſuch, and to be of the number of his 
diſciples and followers; were duly in- 
5 ſtructed 
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ſtructed in the doctrine he taught, and | 


the conditions he required for attainin 
eternal life; and yet neglected all, an 


were no better than the ſhadows of a 
true Chriſtian.-No doubt, moſt of this 


kind of people have ſome general hopes 
of being ſaved, on account of their 
_ Chriſtian profeſſion ; yet theſe hopes are 


utterly without foundation, like the 


| houſe built upon the ſand ; and ſhould 


not indeed be called hope, but the moſt : 
arrogant and fooliſh preſumption, —= A 


man may as well expect a plentiful har- 


veſt, whilſt he ſows mere chaff; as ex- 


pect the ſight and enjoyment of God, 


without that real holineſs of heart and 
life which the goſpel requires: for we 


are moſt expreſsly warned, that whaz- 
* | 


* reap.” 


A fincere and hearty religion will 
produce a ſubſtantia}, full felicity ; but 
that which is empty and formal, will 
have as empty a reward—and the man's 


fond fancies of his being made happy 
by it, is all the taſte of 

will ever have :—nay, what is ſtill worſe, 
theſe barren, fruitleſs profeſſors of reli- 


gion, if they continue ſuch, will at laft 


13 be 


ſeever a man ſows, that ſhall he alſo 


happineſs he 
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6 


be treated like that ſignificant blow 
of them, the barren tree, which was or- 
dered to be cut down and caſt into the 


- Hr 


Every . Een therefore, 


even thoſe of the lowelt, and leaſt guilty 
kind, though they may have no direct 


intention of mocking God, yet moſt 
miſerably mock and deceive themſelves: 
they are willing, indeed to do a little for 
the ſake of getting to heaven; but they 
would fain do as little as poſible no 
more than they think barely neceſſary 
to keep them out of hell. — They ac- 


knowledge that the hope and proſpect 


of eternal happineſs 1s very comfortable 
and deſireable: but they cannot think 
of parting entirely with the pleaſures of 
fin for a ſeaſon. 


And hence it is, that they lead ſuck 


a patched, motley kind of life: — ſome 5 


broken ſhreds of piety appear in it now 


and then: — ſome particular virtues are 
cultivated and practiſed ; eſpecially thoſe 


that are moſt. glaring and taking; and 


will procure them the largeſt meaſures 


of popular favour and applauſe : — But 


all the time they are as criminal in ſome 


reſpects, as they are commendable in 
3 8 others: 
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others: —and, as their heart is not right 


with God, ſo they may be well aſſured, 

that God, the great ſearcher of hearts, 
will never be impoſed upon by any of 
thoſe ſpecious pretences, Where with they 


10 miſerably impoſe upon themſelves; 


but is as much an enemy to ſuch a par- 
tial, diſſembled religion, as he is to thoſe 


who have no religion at all: — and he has 


fairly warned all ſuch pretenders to his 
favour, that when they ſhall come at 

laſt, pleading the merits of their profeſ- 
| ſions and performances, and crying unto 
him, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe- 


40 


proſe it). * have eaten and drunk in thy 


66 
they might knock at the door with confi- 


7 # * But en, fays our Lord, 
CL 


10 


gie. 


This is enough to baffle all the hopes 
of every pretender to religion, who does 
not live up to his profefiion, and endea- 


a „ vour 


5 fu ed in thy name ? and in thy name have 
ou devits, and done many won- 
* derfa works or (as St. Luke has ex- 


* 


* preſence, and thou haſt taught in our 
ſtreets; — and therefore they thought 


dence, and ſay, © Lord, Lord, open unto 


will I profeſs unto them, I never knew 
Yo depart from me, ye that work ini- 


1 . rr rs. ar I reg et TY eg * 5 


228 Hope of Eternal Life the only 


vour to ſerve and pleaſe God with ſin⸗ 
cerity, and. fan leneſs of heart. 
Let none of us then be ſo unwiſe any 


| longer, as to flatter himſelf with ima- 


ginary and falſe hopes of happineſs, 


While he wilfully omits any thing com- 
manded, or indulges himſelf in any r 


forbidden by the law of God. 
It is true, after we have done our | 
beſt, our fins and defects will be fo 

many, and our virtues fo imperfect, 


that had we not the infinite mercy of 


God, the infinite merits of our Re- 
deemer, and the gracious promiſes of 


the goſpel to truſt to, the beſt of us 
might juſtly deſpair. — But theſe are 


abundantly ſufficient for the comfort 
and ſupport of every truly penitent 


and contrite ſoul; of every one, Who 
can ſay with the holy apoſtle St. Paul“, 


* Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of = 


5 our conſcience, that in fimplicity and 


* godly ſincerity, not with - fleſbly wiſ- 
adam, but by the grace of God, we 


* have had our conver ſation in the world.” 


Therefore, let it be our great ſtudy to 


- act fo, in all things and at all times, 


2 Cor. 1 1. Is | 
ER. that 
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that our hearts may not reproach or - 
condemn us. For, if our own hearts, 
condemn us, God is greater than our 


hearts, and knoweth all things: — But 
if our hearts condemn us not, then, 


and then only, may we have confi- 


dence towards God. Then may we 


truſt, not in our own righteouſneſs, 


but in his manifold and great mercies 
through Chriſt Jeſus; then may we 
hope, that, through the blood of the 
Lamb, we ſhall be waſhed from our 


ſins; and all our tranſgreſfions be blot- 
ted out; and that when the great Judge 


of heaven and earth fhall appear, to 


ſeparate the chaff and tares from the 


wheat, and the ſheep from the goats, 
we ſhalt. meet him, not with dread and 


deſpair, but with joy and gladneſs, and 


receive from him that raviſhing ap- 
probation of our diligence and ſince- 
* vant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
FO ad 

Who, that heartily believes, and ſe- 
riouſly conſiders all this, can be ſo 


fooliſh as to barter away ſuch glori- 
ous hopes, for the mean, ſordid pro- 


fits, or the empty, unſatisfying plea- 
. ſures 


rity, © Well done, good and faithful ſer- 
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fures of this vain world | ?- What man 
of common ſenſe and reaſon would not 


wiſh to have ſuch comfortable, refreſh- 
ing thoughts all his life long ; but more 
eſpecially at the hour of death, and 


when God taketh away his foul ; when 
all the. glittering vanities of life, which 


ſo many are bewitched with, cannot, 
though he were poſſeſſed of them all, 5 
afford him the leaſt ſpark of joy or ſatis- 
faction! — To think, that God is at 


peace with his ſoul ; that the holy. 


angels are ſtanding ready to receive it, 
on its ſeparation from the body, and 


to convey it into the manſions of reſt 
and peace; till it be re- united to its 
old companion at the reſurrection of 


the juſt; and that then his whole man, 
body. ſoul, and ſpirit, ſhall be tranſ. 
— into the hicheſt heavens, there 


for ever to behold the face of God 
Ain the glories of Chriſt s our Sa- 
viour! 


This is the faith, this is the hope 
of every true Chriſtian : and this faith 
and hope is ſufficient (through the grace 
of God) to enable him to triumph, not 


only over all the troubles of life, but 


likewiſe 
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likewiſe over all the horrors of death; 


and even to welcome his diſſolution, 


when it comes, with joy and thank- 


fulneſs. 
Seeing then our pleſſed Redeemer hath 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all 


true believers ; ſeeing he died for all, and 


is not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repen- 
tance ; —let us endeavour to do our part, 


and to work out our own falvation with 


fear and trembling : and may God Al- 
mighty grant us all, the grace ſo to re- 
ſolve, and fo to do, chrough Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour. 
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DISCOURSE XIII. 
THE ADVANTAGES ARISING 
FROM GOOD COMPANY, 
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PRO v. xili. 20. 


He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be 


wiſe : But à companion of * AO Le 
 @eferoyed. 


17 T may be ſaid of this colle&ion of 

Proverbs, that it is a ſyſtem of So- 
lomon's moral wiſdom : and the words 
of my text are one of thoſe excellent 
advices or maxims, which might rea- 
ſonably be expected from one of his 
conſummate prudence and experience 


in the world, —even without the aid of 


ſupernatural inſpiration, —I doubt not, 


but any aged perſon, who had formerly 


been engaged in a vicious courſe of 
life, upon the very hearing of theſe 
words, would be ready to give his teſ- 
timony to the truth of them, and to ac- 


knowledge 
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knowledge with ſhame and ſorrow, thar 


the company and converſation of fooliſh 
or wicked men, was the great ſource of 


all his miſcarriages and misfortunes, 
But that which I chiefly intend, by a 
diſcourſe on this ſubject, is to endea- 


vour, as much as I can, to imprint the 
truth of what Solomon here advances. 


upon the minds and memories of young 
people; in order to guard their inno- 


cence, and ſecure their virtues,-and ſo 
prevent that trouble and remorſe in their 


old-age, which a life ſpent in folly or 
wickedneſs muſt naturally occaſion. 
And with this view, which I pray God 
to ſecond with the powerful influences 
of his grace upon their hearts, I ſhall pro- 
ſecute my diſcourſe in the following 
.. Tee 
iſt, I ſhall point out the uſe and 
improvement to be made of good 
company. LR 7 
2dly, The diſadvantages and ill 
conſequences which flow from 
bad company. _ ; gp 
And then apply the whole in ſome 
practical inferences and reflec- 
„„ 
But before I enter upon theſe topics, 
it may not be improper to explain, 
in 
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in a few words, the ſeveral terms made 
uſe of in my text, — The firſt is, He 
that walketh, — Walking is an expreſ- 
ſion frequently made ule of in Scrip- 
ture, to denote the actions of the mind. 


At is taken from the motion of the 
body, and by an eaſy metaphor is fitly 


transferred to the briſkneſs and acti- 
vity of the ſoul.—But here in my text, 
as in ſeveral other places of Scripture, 
walking doth not denote only a ſingle, 


or caſual act, but a cuſtom and habit of 


converſation. ef 
An accidental meeting, or an extra- 
ordinary viſit, be it either for civility, 


or in the way of buſineſs, may not be 
attended with any uncomman effects. 


—Nay, in many caſes we niay find it 


our indiſpenſible duty, to be often in 


company with men whoſe characters and 


morals are notoriouſly bad: but this is 


not. voluntary, or what we would do of 
our own free choice, which is rhe mean- 


ing of walking with them in my text 


for by this is meant the aſſociating and 
linking ourſelves in friendſhip and fa- 
miliarſty with men of honeſt, or of vicious 


principles; the making choice of, and 
frequenting their company, as the per- 
ſons in whoſe ſociety we take moſt de- 
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light; and upon which, our own pro- 


ficiency in virtue, or our plunging into 
vice greatly depends. Secondly, another 
term here made uſe of by Solomon, is 
that of wiſe men, Wiſdom is an ex- 
preſſion which is ſometimes uſed in Scrip- 


ture to denote knowledge — but more 
frequently it ſignifies religion,—lI ſhall 


touch on both theſe ſenſes of it, in my 
following diſcourſe; and ſhall conſider 
the advantages that flow from ſociety, 
or intimacy with both intelligent and 
pious perſons.— The oppoſite to wiſ- 


dom is folly; and by conſequence 
we are to underſtand by fools, either 
ignorant, or irteligious perſons, but ra- 


ther, indeed, the latter, who are gene- 
rally diſpoſed to communicate their fol- 
lies and vices to thoſe who aſſociate, or 


converſe with them. — Their compani- 
ons, ſays the text, ſhall be deſtroyed: 


 —Peſtroyed in this world, for want of 
the knowledge and government of 


themſelves, and for copying the fol- 
lies and extravagancies of their in- 
ſtructors; - deſtroyed in another world, 
for want of thoſe morals and principles, 


which are neceſſary for the ſalvation of 
their ſouls, and the enjoyment of ccleſ- 
tial happineſs, | 


The 


The words of my text being thus 
explained, I return to my propoſed 


method; the firſt article of which 
was, to point out the uſe and im- 
provement to be made of good com- 
pany.—* He that walketh with wiſe men 


** ſhall be wiſe.” Now, if according to 


the foregoing explication of the word 


wiſdom, we take it, in the moſt common 


ſenſe, for prudence, knowledge, or un- 
derſtanding in the affairs and dccupa- 


tions of this life, it would need very few 


words to convince you, that the keep- 
inz of good company 1s a due and pro- 


per means for the improvement of us 


our ſecular affairs.—It is not my buſi- 
neſs here, and as little am J able at any 
time, to inſtruct you in the myſteries of 


worldly wiſdom (taking that word in an 


innocent ſenſe) or to ſhew you the par- 
ticular methods of acquiring riches or 
promotion. — It is only my province to 
recommend in general, thoſe duties of 


prudence, diligence, and induſtry, which 


are ſo neceflary to our well-being in 
this world, and fo uſeful in their conſe. 
quences to our families and poſteriry. 
Upon this footing, Solomon's advice 


for the choice of our companions comes 


recommended 


/ 
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ia the knowledge and management of 
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recommended to you, with all the ad- 
vantages of example, inſtruction, ex- 
perience, correction, rebuke, and the 
like. He that walketh with wiſe men, 
hall, by all theſe methods, grow, and 
increaſe in wiſdom ; he that is the hap- 

y companion of ſuch knowing and 
judicious perſons, ſhall ſoon rectify the 
miſtakes of giddy and heedleſs youth, 
and form truer notions of perſons and 
things, — He ſhall ripen in his judg- 
ment, improve his obſervations, reform 
his conduct, ſurmount difficulties, and 
guard againſt errors for the future.— 
Prudence and dexterity will inſenſibly 
ſteal upon him; and his very ſoul will 
be enlightened with the rays,.and invi- 
gorated by the influence and example 
of his companions. — In fine, it would 
be almoſt an endleſs. taſk to enumerate 
all the advantages that the world receives 
from the ſociety and converſation of diſ- 
creet and intelligent perſons ; from the 
councils and cabinets of princes down to 
the moſt ordinary artificers and mecha- 
chanics. This latter claſs of men is far 
from being contemptible — for, as the 
wiſe ſon of Sirach expreſſes it“, Though 
| * Eccl, xxxviii. 33, 34. 


they 


Diſe, XIII. good Company, diſplayed. 241 


„ 


La 


ce 


CL 


fill and inſtruction 3 and the myſteries 


of their reſpective callings diſcovered, 
by a familiarity with, and an imitation 
of the compleateſt artiſts. = As iron 
arpeneth iron, ſo a man ſrarpentth 

As ne- 
- is the mother 7 invention, and 


% 


* "the countenance of his friend.” 


emulation the propagator of arts and 


ſciences; ſo mutual converſation heigh- 
tens men's curioſity, awakens their 
parts and 1s oft-times the occaſion of - 
making the greateſt diſcoveries and im- 
provement, in all the various employ- 


ments and occupations of human life. 
Recluſe and contemplative men, may 


devour a number of volumes, and fur- 


niſh their underſtandings with a noble 
ſet of ideas; but it is action which is 
the principle of good government; and 


mutual converſation and example is the 


thing of any that will beſt direct us as 


to our actions, and introduce us to the 
M ſecrete 


they may not be ſought for in public 
counſel, nor fit in the Fudges ſeat, nor 
underſtand the ſentence of judęment; 
© yet they will maintain the ſtate of the 
World; and all their defire is in the work 
**.-of their craft.” Their buſineſs, like 


more noble occupations, is propagated by 
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ſecrets of buſineſs, both as to theory and 


practice. But not to inſiſt longer upon 
dur temporal affairs, or the wiſdom that 
is neceſſary for the management of them, 


let us turn our eyes to that which is of 
far greater moment to us, the advance- 
ment and ſecurity of our eternal happi- 
neſs.— And here we ſhall ind Solomon's 
maxim no leſs fully verified, He that 
** wwalketh with wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe.” 


He who aſſociates himſelf with perſons 


of true piety and virtue, and takes plea- 


ſure in their company and converſation, 


will find it one of the beſt means of his 


_ own improvement in the knowledge and 
practice of religion.—For there are three 


things by which morality and religion 


are, as I may ſay, naturally inftilled into 


us, by other men; viz. Inſtruction, Ex- 
ample, and Reproof.— Now friendſhip, 
and intimate converſation with good 


men, give us free admittance to each of 


theſe, and conſequently, are almoſt infal- 


lible means of our improvement in virtue. 


And iſt, as to Iaſtruction.—“ The 
© lips of the wiſe,” ſays Solomon, d 


drop as the honey-comb . They will 


Prov. xvi. 24. 


| refreſh 
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' refreſh and enliven, ſweeten and com- 


fort all that are within the ſphere of 


their acquaintance, — The uſefulneſs of 


| their exhortations will ſhew the integrity 


of the adviſers : and, if they are but to- 
lerably prudent in the manner of con- 
veying their exhortations and inftruc. 


tions, there are but few men of ſo rugged 


and perverſe a temper as not to be moved 


and ſoftened by them. a 


When a man, whoſe character for vir- 


tue and probity is well eſtabliſhed, has at 


the ſame time the art, as IL may call it, 


of ſpeaking out his virtuous ſentiments 
in an eaſy and agreeable manner; — 
when, like Moſes, his doctrine drops as 


the rain, and his ſpeech diſtils as the 


dew; — when his healing diſcourſe de- 


ſcends as the ſmall rain upon the tender 


herb, and as ſhowers. upon the graſs ; 
how powerfully is the attention of his 
hearers engaged; how do the hearts of 
his companions burn within them; 


and if there be any ſpark of virtue in 
their breaſts, does not his breath blow it 
up into a flame? It is certainly true, 


that the Divine ſpirit and grace of God 


is the chief principle of virtue and holi- 
nefs in the heart of man.— But this does 
M3: net 
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not hinder the uſe of exterior and ſubor- 


dinate means for the attainment of that 
great end. And of theſe, good inſtruc- 


tion is one of the principal. Hear, 
ye children, the inſtruction of a father,“ 


ſays Solomon, ** and attend to know un- 


&  derſtanding. My ſon, attend unto my wiſ- 


dom, and bow thine ear to my under- 
ſtanding; that thou mayeſt regard diſcre- 
tion, and that thy lips may keep know- 


** ledge.” If thou haſt already attained 
that noble prize, the company of good 


men will be the ſtrongeſt guard and tecy- 
rity to thy poſſeſſion of it. If thou art only 


in queſt of it, the ſame religious ſociety 


will greatly forward thy undertaking ; 


and their wholeſome directions will con- 


duct thee into the paths of virtue and 


| holineſs.—As the author of the book of 


Wiſdom expreſitth it, Surely all men 
* are vain by nature. Many men ſuck. 
in prejudices by education; and moſt men 


contract bad habits of one kind or other, 
by a vicious neighbourhood. But good 


company is one of the beſt remedies for 
all theſe; it diſpels our ignorance re- 
forms our nature —refines our concep- 
tions and ſhews us the true and right 
vic of all our various paſſions.— For, 

1 every 
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every truly good and virtuous man, en- 
deavours to be as uſeful in his genera- 


tion as poſſible; and eſpecially to help 


forward the ſalvation of his brethren 
with the ſame zeal that he proſecutes his 
own: — he rightly conſiders, that thoſe 


who win ſouls are wiſe; and that every 
one who converteth a ſinner from the 
error of his ways, ſhall ſave a ſoul from 


death, and cover a multitude of fins : 
and therefore his heart's defire and prayer 


to God for his brethren is, that they may 


be ſaved: — and his greateſt pleaſure is 
to inſtru the ignorant, and thoſe that 
are out of the way, if peradventure he 


may be the happy inſtrument, under 
God, of bringing them to repentance, 


and to the knowledge of the truth. 
What an unſpeakable advantage then 


muſt it be to cultivate the friendſhip, 


and frequent the company of men of this 
ſtamp ?—Men, whoſe converſation ad- 
miniſters grace to the hearers, and 1s 
attended with alt the circumſtances cf 
profit and delight! — It is a ſalt which 
never loſes its {avour, nor grows inſipid 

by uſe and repetition —ltis a fore. taſte of 
the joys of heaven, while we ſojourn 
here upon earth. — It is a near reſem- 
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blance to the communion of the ſaints in 
bliſs; — an imperfe& admiſſion to the 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
orn; — and an imitation of the happy 
converſe and ſociety of the ſpirits of juſt 
ES, , - erp a LCN 
_  2dly, From the Inſtruction of wiſe 
and religious men, let us proceed to 
their Example; — the former reſpecting 
chiefly the information of our mind, 
and the latter the regulation of our ac- 
tions. — For, we are not only in a capa- 
city of knowing more than other per- 
fons, whilſt we frequent the ſociety of 
good men; but, we have the greateſt 
motives and encouragement to make our 
practice conformable to our knowledge. 
A good example is virtue animated 
religion ſer off to the life in all its ſweet, 
neſs and attractions; = not in the dull 
letter of rules and precepts, but in the 
commanding light and heat of action, 
and all the efficacigus motives of love 
and obedience. There is ſomething in 
the example of a virtuous: man, which 
will affect one in ſome degree, whether 
he will or not. — His very mien, and 
geſtures are oft-times inſtructive; — his 
very lcoks are like ſo many laws, and 
his ſmiles and frowns like ſo many re- 
e . wards 
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; wards and puniſhments — but, above 
all, the comelineſs and gracefulneſs of 
his actions command veneration and re- 


ſpect. Vice is ready to fneak and h ang | 


down its head, on his appearance; ar 
there are few profligates ſo very hard- 
ened and abandoned as not to bluſh, 


and be confounded, when they compare 


their actions with thoſe of a real, good 


. 
* 


man. —Villainy itſelf is not able to re- 
ſiſt ſuch ſtrong conviction; and he muſt 
be a reprobate indeed, who can ſpur ar 


ſo moving a call to repentanee. 


g diy, Another benefit which we receive = 
from the ſociety of good men is, Repteof. 


be very behaviour, and actions of a 
good man are in themſelves a ſtriking 


reproof to a wicked perfon.—But this is 


not always ſufficient.—It is often neceſ- 
ſary to tell men, in expreſs terms, of the 
guilt and folly of their eonduct.— This 


indeed is a very diſagreeable taſk : and 
the more wiſe and virtuous a man is 


himſelf, the more painful it is to him, 


to rake into the faults and follies of ano. 
ther. — It is likewiſe an office that re- 
quires no little art and temper, in order 
to make one's feproof have the deſigned 
effect. A pedantic ſtiffneſs, or a ſuper- 
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cilious behaviour in the monitor, inſtead 


i; of ſoothing the paſſions, or reforming 
TH the manners of the offender, is rather 
1 apt to raiſe his reſentment, and harden 
1 and embolden him in his offence, _ 
1% Different perſons, indeed, muſt be 
5 treated according to their different cir- 
43% _. cumſtances,-With ſome, it is abſolute- 
Fi ly neceſſary to uſe ſharpneſs and ſeverity , 
| eſpecially when mild and gentle methods 
TY have been tried, and found to fail. But 
1 for the moſt part, the ſofter the terms in 
1 which a reproot is couched, the ſtronger 
1 effect it will have; for, as Solomon ob- 

0 ſerves , 4 oft tongue breaketh the bone. 
Sj And one thing ought always to be par- 


[ _ ticularly adverted to; viz. that it is a 
TH man's faults and yices, and not his per- 
| ſon, which we condemn and diſlike ;-— 
that it is not his hurt or ruin, but his 


3 dk 
2 


[ ! | happineſs and reformation we ſeek af. 
| — „„ 
= Upon ſuch a diſcreet and humane 

[| way of proceeding, the ſucceſs generally 

|| _ anſwers the application; — eſpecially, 
5 When the life and actions of the re- 


Prover, give a due weight to his admoni- 


— —— ae > — lag 2 


® Prov. XXV. 25. 


tions 


* 
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tions and reproofs.— For he who hath 
taught himſelf, is the perſon beſt quali- 
fied to teach others. — He who lives in 
the ſtrict practice of the ſevereſt duties 
of religion, is in the faireſt capacity to 
admoniſh others for the neglect of them. 
Let us never then be ſo unwiſe as to ſhun 
the company and converſation of a good 
man, for fear of meeting with, a repri- 
mand from him: on the contrary, let us 
eſteem and court moſt the acquaintance 
of ſuch virtuous perſons, as we find moſt 
ready to tell us freely and impartially of 
our faults. — ** Let the righteous ſmite 
me, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and it ſhall 
** be a kindneſs, and let him reprove me, 
it hall be a precious oil, which ſpall not 
* break my head. Like a ſkillful hand 
that probes an wound gently, but at the 
lame time thoroughly, and, by a ſeaſon- 
able diſcharge of the latent corruption, 
reſtores the infected or bruiſed part to 
its former ſoundneſs, and adminiſters 
health to the whole body. - 

And this may ſuffice at preſent for the 
firit head of my diſcourſe ; the advan- 
tages we may hope to reap from the 
| tociety and converſation of good men. 
He that walketh with wiſe men, ſhall be 


* 
— 
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. © wiſe. » And 1 ſhould now proceed to 
"2 on the other hand, the diſadvan- 
tages, and ill conſequences which flow 
from bad company, 
In the mean time, let us pray God, 
that he would give us grace to receive 
inſtruction with patience, to profit by 
example, and to reform by reproof; that 


we may, in due time, acquire that reli- 


gious and heavenly wiſdom, which will 
conduct us with ſafety through the dif- 
ficulties of this troubleſome oe and 
lead us to the pleaſures and joys of 


everlaſting life, through Jen Chic 
our * 
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PRO v. xiii. 20. 


Ze that walketh. with wiſe men, ſhall be 
wiſe : But a companion of fools ſhall be 
deftroyed, e 


N diſcourfing from theſe words, 1 
have already endeavoured to lay be- 
fore you ſome of the advantages of fre- 


quenting the company and converſation 


of good men. * He that walketh with 
© wiſe men, ſhall be uiſe: and that with 
reſpect both to his temporal and eternal 
concerns. - I inſiſted chiefly on the laſt 


of theſe, and ſhewed you how natural 


and almoſt neceſſary it is chat one ſhould 
improve in virtue and holineſs, from the 
inſtructions, the example, and the re- 
proofs of a truly good and virtuous 
 man,—And. the truth of all this will 
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be ſtill further confirmed and illuſtrat- 


ed, by proceeding, according to Solo- 
mon's method in my text, to conſider 
the diſadvantages and ill conſequences 


which flow from bad company.— © A 


companion of fools ſpall be deſtroyed.” A 
melancholy truth, which we ſee almoſt 


daily confirmed by the ſad fate of 


many. A fate, for which many an 


anxious father deeply fears and feels; 


and for which many a prodigal ſon as 


deeply grieves, when it is too late to 
mend or prevent it. A fate, which the 


ruin of many ancient families bears wit- 
neſs to; and of which their dilapidated: 


houſes are ſo many frightful monu- 


ments. To ſay nothing of thoſe many 
untimely deaths and diſgracefut execu- 
tions. which are ſuch a reproach upon a 


Chriſtian country, and which generally 
derive their ſource from the baneful in- 


fluence of wicked company. + 


But, in order to make the deeper im- 


preſſion upon the hearts and minds of 
young people, for whom a diſcourſe of 
this kind is chiefly calculated, I ſhall: 

be a little more particular in diſplaying. 
the diſadvantages of keeping bad com- 
panꝑ, as they affect the body, — the re- 


putation, 
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_ putation, — the wine, * — the morals.— 
and the ſoul of man. 


And ift, Let us b binde a lirtle on - 


the deſtructive influence of bad company 
upon the body: and what a train of diſ- 
_ eaſes it generally W in; eſpecially on 


delicate, tender conſtitutions. How 


are the young bloſſoms nipped in the 


bud, and the very vitals waſhed away 


* bath woe ? Who hath ſorrow? Who hatb 


by ſurfeits and debauchery? — ** 1/ho 


* contentions ? Who hath babbling ? Who 
9 . bath wounds without cauſe ? Who bath | 


* redneſs of eyes ? — They that tarry 
6 „ long at the wine, they that go to ſeek 
* mixed wine.” — And 3 as Solo- 
mon wiſely adds, Look not thou upon 
the wing when it is red, when it giveth 
© his colour in the cup, ken it moveth ii. 
* ſelf arigbt; for at the laſt it biteth like a 
« ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adter/'— 


The ſcars are always freſh, and the 


wounds feſtering.— The venom. is com- 
monly viſible, in the inflamed veins, 


and the bloated countenances: — the 


| Rings of it remain to the laſt, produs 


cing ſhattered conſtitations, and un- 


timely deaths, 
Such is che common fate of our rakes 
3 nos and 
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. and debauchees, - many of whom become 
ſpectacles to the world even while alive. 


— For how often do their abominable 
and wicked courſes, bring trembling 


into their hands und rottenneſs into their 


bones? — How often do they outlive 
both their memory and judgment, even 


while they are but very little ad vanced 


in years? — And what is all this chiefly 


owing to, but the exceſſive liberties of 


vicious converſation, — and the allure- 


ments of wicked companions z — which 


decoy the young, and even ſometimes 
pervert the old;——which-entrap the un- 


wary, — and impoſe upon the ignorant; 
which enfeeble the mighty, - and de- 


bauch the innocent? — We may ſay of 


ill company in general, what R 


ſays of one particular ſpecies of it“ 


2 mr caſt. down many wounded, = 


ny ftrong men have been ſlain by it. 


. te * been as deſtructive as armies, 
* and. rampant as the peſtilence.” 


2dly, Another diſadvantage of bad 


company is, the deſtructive influence it 


has upon a man's reputation. We are 


: generally a anxious in the arbeite our 


* "Prov. vii. wade: gf 5 
character; 
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character, and full of reſentment, when 
the leaſt ſlur is caſt upon it. — But, in- 
ſtead of being angry with others, it would 


ofren be more prudent in many to re- 


flect upon themſelves; and to conſider, 
whether their own behaviour has not 


gone farther towards the ruin of their 


good name, than all that the malice or 


flander of others could do. — For, all 


calumnies will ceaſe in time, if we do 
not give encouragement to their conti- 


nuance, by our own vicious actions, and 
prove them true by the irregularity of 


our own practice.—-But when we inake 


it our choice to walk in the counſel of 
the ungodly, and to fit in the tabernacle 
of the ſcornful; — when we take plea- 
' ſure in the riotous cabals of debauched 
men, and the frothy falſe wit of profli- 
gates and coffers, we do but open the 

mouths of our adverſaries, and ſupply 
their ill- nature with matter to aſperſe 
us. — By our familiarity with wicked 


men, we betray an affection to their te- 


nets and principles, and adopt their 
vices for our own : — and ſo become 
anſwerable, in ſome degree, for their 
faults and miſcarriages; and our cha- 
racters mult ſtand or fall with theirs, 
If they are given eee 
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ſhall hardly be reckoned 1 | 


55 they are lewd, we ſhall not be account- 
ed chaſte; — if they are profane and 
atheiſtical, we muſt at leaft be deemed 


well. wiſhers to vice, and retainers and 
abettors of infidelity. _ 


We ſhall do well then to take "Ie" to 


the many precepts and exhortations in 
Scripture, which enjoin us to abſtain 
from all appearance of evil, and not to 


truſt our virtue in the confines or 0 


bourhood of vice. 


We ſhould treat i reputation as we 


0 would our chaſtity; — keep it from all 


fuſpicion of temptation z from the 


ſmalleſt air or breath of debauchery, 


leſt the infection ſhould 1nfinuate, and 


the poiſon ſpread itſelf; — and at leaſt 
our honour fall a ſacrifice to the loofe- 
neſs of our companions, 


p. From the Joſs of reputation, = 
us proceed to the ruin of men's 


fortunes; for, honour: and intereſt ge- 


nerally fall together, — and a ſet of 


debauched companions will ſoon eat 
out the bowels of a man's ſubſtance, 


as well as bring diſgrace upon his name. 


Next to the ir of God, and his 


promiſes to the faithful, the tendency of 


natural cauſes will aſſure us, that dili- 
Sence, 
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gence, care, and induſtry are the proper 


means of acquiring wealth. But how dia- 
metrically oppoſite is bad company to all 
theſe thriving virtues ? — What a miſ- 
ſpending of time is it attended with? —» 
What an omiſſion of opportunities ?— 


What a neglect of application ? —What 


a contempt of buſineſs ? — It is zhe 
*© hand of the diligent,” that © maketh 
rich,“ ſays Solomon: and, again, 


* Seeſt thou a man diligent, be ſhall ſtand 


«c 


| hath he to the countenance of men of 


| honour, who is never better pleaſed than 


when he is with the refuſe and ſcum 4 
the people, and that too, in the mo 


ſcandalous places, as well as the worſt 
of employments: — ſuch company, in- 
ſtead, of introducing a man to a court, 


may well throw him upon a dunghillz 


— and cloath him with rags rather than 


purple. 


Profuſeneſs and prodigalit are the 


natural conſequences of idleneſs and 


_ vanity; and whoever links himſelf with 


bole 


before kings; he ſpall not ſtand beforg 
* mean perſons.” — But what: claim hath 
he to diligence, who abuſes his ta- 
lents, and miſ- ſpends his time, with looſe 
and idle companions ? — What claim 
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looſe and debauched perſons, makes a 
fair ſtep to ruin and beggary. Fetters 


and impriſonment are often the conſe- 
quences of that prod igality; —and ſome- 
times an untimely” and ignominious 
death concludes thy tragedy. 


But further; This diſſipation of wealth, 


and forte of reputation, do not only 


affect the body, but the mind alſo; and 
are generally attended with the corrup- 
tion of manners, as well as the miſeries 


of want and poverty.—Prodigality and 
impiety generally go hand in hand ;— 


and the ſame pernicious company which 


waſtes the ſubſtance in riotous living, 


debauches the conſcience, and corrupts 
the morals by lewd examples. — | am 


well perſuaded, that many a' perſon 


might have ſecured his native inno- 
cence, and preſerved his integrity un- 


| ſhaken and inviolable, had he not been 
ſeduced by the example, and borne. 
down by the prevailing cuſtoms of de- 


bauched men. — Some people ſeem to 


have the feeds of virtue fo plentifully 
ſown in them, and ſuch an innate ſweet- 


nels of temper and diſpoſition to good- 


neſs, that one could not ſuppoſe them 
| eaſily leduced into vr; if cuſtom did 


not 
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not ſtifle nature, and ſolicitations of. 
company deface the impreſſions of a 


virtuous education. In this cafe too, it 


is remarkable, with what craft and po- 


licy the corrupters of manners begin 
their ungodly work, and play their en- 
gines upon the raw and unguarded part 


of mankind,—Youth is the age Which 


is generally attacked; the age when the 
blood is hot, and the paſſions run high; 


gh; 


when the judgment is unſettled, and the 
reaſon not come to maturity: — and it 
is no wonder, that more converts to im- 
piety ſhould be made at this giddy ſea- 
ſon, than when experience has fenced us 
againſt danger, and grey hairs have 
ripened us into habits of goodneſs.— 
How thick do ſharpers ſwarm round a 
young heir? — How buſy are rakes for 


the poiſoning of innocence ?—How zea- 


lous are free-thinkers and infidels in ri- 
diculing the truth? — With what un- 


wearied diligence do all theſe purſue their 
prey? — With what inſinuating craft 
and caution do they ſpread their nets ? 
holy David pro- 


— Well then might h 
nounce a bleſſing upon that man ** 200 


* hath not walked in the counſel of the 


e 


L ungodly, 


too much intimacy may 


Fur te Ae ar 2 from 


A ungody, nor ſtood in the way of fenners, 
nor ſat in the ſeat of the ſearnful 3 
Such company was indeed unworthy 


of the man after God's own heart, who 


* turned not aſide from any thing that was 
* commanded him all the days of his Ii fe L 
« ſev only in the matter of Uriah the Hit- 
lite. On all other occaſions we find : 
bim particularly careful, with regard to 


the choice of his companions.— A have 


— "0 


not ſat with vain perſons,” ſays he, 


neither will I go with diſſemblers: I 


% have hated the congregation of evil-doers, 
and will not fit with the wicked. And 


certainly, thoſe perſons are the juſt ob- 


jects of every good man's averſion, 


_, who affront his God, endeavour to lay 


waſte his conſcience, and rob him of his 


principles—And it were much to be 


wiſhed, that the like pious reſentment 
did always actuate the profeſſors of re- 
ligion, when the decent rules of conver- 


ation are tranſgreſſed, and things ſacred 
aand venerable are treated with ſcorn and 
buffoonery. Nobody knows what fa- 


miliarity may produce, and how ſoon 
el hock the ſtrong- 

eſt reſolutions. Solomon was appre- 
henſive of theſe dangerous conſequences, 
2 when 


when he put on all the authority of a 
father, and exerted all the perſuaſion of 
an orator, to prevent the ruin of the 
perſon hom he ſtiled his fon, and to 
caution him againſt the example, the 
manners and enticements of ſeducers. 
Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
ſays he, and go not into the way of evil 
© men. Avoid it; paſs not by it; turn from 
it, and paſs away : For they ſleep not ex- 
** cept they, have done miſchief, and their 
* fleep is taten away, unleſs they cauſe 
** ſome to fall. For they eat the bread of 
* wickedneſs, and drink the wine of via» 


F V 
It was with the ſame charitable view, 
and for the prevention of the like evils, 
chat God, when he was bringing the chil- 
dren of Iſrael into the land of Canaan, 
inhibited them ſo ſtrictly from all man- 
ner of communication and intercourſe 
with the neighbouring nations *.—The 
predominant vice of the Jewiſh nation, 
it ſeems, was idolatry; and the way to 
cheriſh and promote it, was, by a fami- 
liarity and alliance with Pagans.— For 
who can expect to hear or receive good, 
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pPiety, that not ten righteous perſons ſhall 
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in the ſociety of thoſe who are the in- 


ventors or ſpreaders of evil? — Shall 


modeſty proceed from impudence, or 


chaſtity from the ſtews ?- Shall tempe- 
rance flow from a debauch, or ſobriety 


from frequenting a tavern? Shall the 
reverence of an oath be learned from a 


common ſwearer; or the being of a God, 
and the principles of religion, from an 
Atheiſt, or an Infidel?— This were to 
bring 1 45 from darkneſs; or, to gather 
grapes from thorns and figs from thiſ- 


tles. But we muſt not expect to work 
ſuch impoſſibilities; there can be no 


ſuch harmony between righteouſneſs and 


unrighteouſneſs, —no concord between 
Chriſt and Belial; nor ſhall any man be 
long a ſincere ſervant of God, who takes 
pleaſure in the company and converſa- 


tion of the agents of the devil. — Alas 
alas | the looſeneſs and corruption of 


our own times; the very language of 
our ſtreets, is too viſible a proof of the 


deplorable effects, Which ill company 
has upon men's principles and actions.— 


A ſet of vicious companions is enough 
to corrupt a whole city or neighbour- 
hood; and give ſuch a ſanction to im- 


he 
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be found for the er de of a So- 
dom. For men generally encour one 
another in the commiſſion of — 
multitude ſeems to attract, and indem- 
nify; and numbers give life and ſpirit to 
a bad cauſe; till at laſt the defection be- 
comes univerſal; and cunning perſua- 
ſions and vile examples have _ a pow- 
erful influence, that all go out of the 
5 „ become abo mina ble, 1 there is 
* none that doth good, no, mot one. 
5 Which leads me to mention the laſt, 5 
and moſt miſerable effect of bad com- 
| pany; and that is, the loſs of the ſoul— 
1 loſs ſo great, that the gain of the whole 
Forld cannot compenſate for it; much 
leſs can the frothy delights of a filthy 
converſation, or the ſurfeits and exceſſes 
of ſenſual pleaſure.— I have ſhewed how 
the ſoul is vitiated by bad company, and 
deſpoiled of all thoſe principles which 
are eſſential to its happineſs. Now, the 
conſequences of perſeverance and indul- 
gence in theſe debauches, muſt be eter- 
nal deſtruction.— Repentance generally | 
comes too late, after ſuch inveterate ha- 
bits of ſinning; and grace ceaſes to 
ſtrive any longer, with the repeated ob- 
Linacy and perverieneſs of a ſtubborn 
| N mind, 
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fills the diſtracted mind of an old ſinner, 
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We have heard: of. many ob dhe moſt 
profligate - and abandoned ſinners, Who, 
ben death was ſtaring them in the face, 
and their conſciences began to awaken 
and ſmite them; Have made ehe moſt tra- 
: outories, and bitter com 

for having miſ- 


ſpent theit time, and loſt 
the opportunity of working out their 
ſalvation: And, above all, hat doleful 
exclamations do they then make, againſt 
the ways of the world, and the artifices | 
df feducers, whom they 'P 
very juſtly blame as the chief o- 
inones of their eternal ruin! | 
Wherefore, ta conclude the ee 
Although I have not room for many 
of thoſe practical inferences and refloc- 
tions whieh this ſubject would fuggeſt, 
let me earneſtly recommend it to all, bur 
Eſpecially to thoſe who are young, and 
dut juſt entering upon the world, to be 
extremely wary in the point of contract- 
ing Partieulut friendſtt PSs and chuſing 


their 


neceffit 
choſen inti 
men of known prudence, probity, and 
liadelity, men of true honour and ſound 
principles, men Who take all oppor- 


— 
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panions, fince their well-being and bap- 


pineſs, both in this world, and the next, 


depend fo very much on this one "thing. 


— Whatever general acquaintance, or 


even more particular connections We 


may be obliged to have with men of 
bad principles or looſe practices, let us 


beware of tak ing them into our boſoms, 
or of being more in their company than 
y forces us to be. — Let ouf 

imates und familiar friends be 


tuniticb of encouraging us when we do 


well, and of blaming or reproving us 
when we do umiſs. Theſe ate the only 
men to be truſted with the conduct of 


our lives, or the ſecrets. of our hearts. 
Whereas, if we throw ourſelves into the 
hands and counſels of wicked, irreli- 
gious men, we ſhall certainly expoſe 
ourſelves to ruin and diſgrace. And 


in particular, let us beware of thoſe who 


are ready to flatter us, and to make ſpe- 
cious excuſes for our faults when we do 
amiſs. No ſpecies of men is more dan- 
gerous, than companions of this fort.— 
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O] chat every young perſon would often 


conſider thoſe elegant deſcriptions of 


 clefiaſticus gives, in ſeveral parts of his 


book. 4 falſe companion, ſays he, 


 **--ſpeaketh feveetly with his lips, but in his 
Heart be imagineth how to throw thee 
be coil fe thee ; bit," if thou have no- 
bing, be will for ſałe thee : I thou "have 
© »nny things he wilh live with these; yea, 
be will make thet bare, and will not be 
erm) fer it. I be have need ef thee, 
be will deceive thee, and ſinils upon thee, 
and put thee in hope. When thou art 


** preſent, he pill ſpeak ſmoothly, and will 
* admire thy words : but, at the laſt be 
* will writhe his mouth, and flander | thy 


4. ſayings.» He will ſhake | bis bead, an 
**.. clap his hands, and whiſper much, and 
change his countenance.” What arti- 


fice is here diſplayed, in entering into 
the confidence of the thoughtleſs and 
unguarded | — Let: prudence therefore 
interpole, to guard us from ſuch an 


evil: - let us ponder men's words, ſuſ- 
pect their officiouſneſs, and deſpiſe their 


Battery ; leſt we fall into ſuch hands, as, 


inſtead of helping us to work out our 


ſalvation, 


LY 


* 


world, 


r . . cnt 
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| ſalvation, may be the inſtruments of de- 
ſtroying both our temporal and cternal 


happineſs. 
Give us then, oO Lord, chew: Jover 


of ſouls and preſerver of men, the 


N wt i. number our days, and regu- 


late ou byes, that we may apply our 
hearts to that holy and religious wiſ⸗ 


dom, w ich will teach us to avoid the 
ſolicitations of bad company in this 
id fit us for the ſociety of 
ſaints and angels in another. 
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